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JOURNAL 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


‘TUESDAY, December” a 1857. 


~ Q 


‘At the first session of the fourth’ Legislative Assembly of ‘the Territory 
of Nebraska, begun and held at Omaha City, Douglas county; N; T. Tues- 
day, December 8th, 1857. — 


The House was called to order by Mr. ETE of ` Douglas. 
On motion of Mr. Strickland, of Sarpy, f 
Mr. S. M, Curran,.of:-Washington,-was elected Chief Clerk, pro-tem. 


: Qn motion of Mr: Decker. of Otoe, the Clerk. called the counties initheir 
order, abd the following members. presented :théir-credentials: 


Tuesday, December 8th, 1857. 


eo eee 


For the counties of — 


Richardson and Pawnee,........... see A. F. Cromwell, 
1 OC? Lge canes pe wtae EE eae Wingate King. 
4 Nemeha and Johnson, ......--. TOET A. J. Benedict, 
: f without credentials, ............ J.S. Minick, 
re re ae ree .....8. A. Chambers, 
Otos, TEA p ee err eee ..d. Sterling ao 
ee er eee ceos ceeee.d- O. Campbell, 
ar E E enna eee TA T E J.G. Abbey, 
E daure wes due are thes Meee wes ‘D. B. Robb, 
E SaS EE ee E E E veeeeees W. B. Hail, 
er ee er ee ee tee PE . ...d. H. Decker, 
CESS cn siokae ens EEIE TIE E. A. Donelan, 
| hi Uo Stet tewaeeewyee ene scececesceeeds M. Marquette, 
ji f E TT E E T ET L. Sheldon, 
« Lancaster and Clay, jointly, TEPEE 
Sarpy,...c.e- E TSE Cee Wee eh yawee ewes S. A. Strickland, 
i SE aiaa EA p @eeuees C. T. Holloway, 
R): aa E EAE EE EE T . das. Davidson, 
ON ss dia gi Olas seals EAE E Amos Gates, 
' Douglas, sesers seeen, baia esee- sees... Geo, Armstrong, 
eer Teer T ea eC er ee J. Steinberger, 
Of sigendegars veer ee ee ee . George Clayes, 
Leer eer rT ee ere EPITET ..d. 58. Stewart, 
a E E ww cea cee TE eats rere M. Murphy, 
eee ee EREET AE PREN A. J. Poppleton, 
+ nee ey sc Re tee aay .. W. R. Thrall, 
wi > E T ET Se iace Wedd i aude W. Paddock, 
Washington, s.. sesse tetetete ennaa Wee J. A, Stewart, 
peuri IEAI E T C. Sullivan, 
n E EE E A A E E are sates P. G. Cooper, 
Burt and Cuming, ......cccsssscccncencce Wm. B. Beck, 
Dakota and Cedar,...........0. TEPPET Wm. G. Crawford, 
ee Me gaat TEETE saaa aas E. C. Jones, 


Dodge and Platte, jointly,...............d.M. Taggart. 


Mr. Minick not having his credentials, 
Mr. Chambers moved that he be admitted to a seat as a member within 
the bar of the House. 
Carried. 
On motion, 
The House proceeded to the election of a Speaker pro-tem, 


Mr. Decker nominated S. A. Strickland, Mr. Paddock nominated George 
i Armstrong, 


Pending which 
Mr. Paddock offered the following Resolution, which was adopted:. 


~ Resolved, That the rules of the last House of Representatives be the 
rules of this House =a organization, 
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The House then proceeded: to vote for Speaker pro-tem viva voce, which 
resulted as follows: “ 


Mr. Strickland received: ...:...... eae aes seeseess 19 votes, 
Mr. Armstrong received ...... yo cee eescc essen nese 12 « 
Mr. Strickland having received a majority of all the votes cast, was de- 
clared duly elected. 
On motion, 


The House proceeded to elect an Assistant Clerk, pro- -tem. 


“Mr. Chambers nominated Hudson George, of Nemeha. 
Mr. Crawford nominated R. A. Howard of Dakota. _ 
Mr. Taggart nominated John Evans of Dodge, which resulted ag fole 

lows: 


Mr. George received....... oe seeceeees ++, 16 votes, 
Mr. Howard © — .iicsccecssecccsccces 12 votes, 
Mr. Evans “ — ...ceceeeveees sec enee. 4 votes. 


No choice having been made, the House proceeded to the second ballot, 
which resulted as follows: 
Mr. George received......... eee eee -....18 votes, 
Mr. Howard received. ...... ccc cceecces .15 votes, 


Mr. George having received a majority of all the votes cast, was declared 
by the Speaker duly elected. 
Mr. Armstrong moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Holloway, 
The House proceeded to elect a Sergeant- at-arms pro tem. 


Mr. Donelan nominated J. E. Daly, of Douglas. 
Mr. Davidson «Mr. Finney, of Sarpy. 


Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, nominated Mr. Bronson, of Douglas, which 
resulted as follows: 


Mr, Daly. received. .......ceeeccecccececs 17 votes, 
Mr. Finney, “ | woe. cece eee cee eeceees 10 * 
Mr. Bronson “ a cece cee cece ete eees 4  & 
Mr. Pickard “ @eeneeeegeeeaePevevavends 2. “ 


Mr. Daly having received a “majority of all the votes cast, was declared 


_ duly elected.- 


Message from the Council: 


A message from the Council by a committee of three was received, 
announcing that that body was permanently organized having elected : 


8: Tuesday, December. 8th, 1857s + 
Mr. Q. L. Miller, of Douglas,........ President, . 


Mr. Safford, of! Otoe,.........00028. Chief Clerk, 
Mr. Elbert, of Cass,..........+++.-Assistant Clerk, 
Mr. Reck, of Platte,..........0e00 .Sergeant-at-arms, 


Mr. Cromwell, of Richardson,......- .Door-keeper, 
And were now ready to confer with the House in business of Legislation. 
On motion of Mr. Steinberger, 
The House proceeded to elect a door-keeper pro tem. 


Mr. Steinberger, nominated Isaac K. Fisher, of Douglas. 


Mr. Holloway c E. McCarty, of Sarpy, 
Mr. Chambers ct Isaac Harper, of Douglass, which résulted 
as follows : 
Mr. Fisher received .........ccecceceees 21 votes, 
Mr. McCarty “ see o ween seseese D C 
Mr. Harper “ seseeseesasseeesseee £ oF 


Mr. Fisher haying received a‘majority of all the votes: cast, was declared 
duly elected. 


Mr. Armstrong moved that a committee of five be elected to examine 
the credentials of members. 

Carried. - 

The House then proceeded to the election of said committee by ballot, 
which resulted as follows: 


Mr. Holloway reeeived...........0+. 0000-21 Votes, 
« Hail c ese 2 & 


“Stewart, of Washington, received. ... ...20 “ 
« Marquette received ........0.. 10-05-20 * 


“ Taggart e siseceseseceecese 2l & 
« Crawford čt veresoeesoo oseese] “ 
« Armstrong kee ee ewww en nee ell “ 
«& Minick rr c... 8 “ 
“ King - c eseesoeseeseerees 10 “ 
«& Beck Ce leew ccc wee w cence 4 & 
& Paddock CO dee eee cece cen eees 6 & 
« Stewart, of Douglas, received ........... 1 “ 
« Benedict received ...cecceecccees se Í “E 
ce Campbell ái Pa a ae ae oe o "s.o. 1 ce 
“ Sullivan e Ge eretereers a oeee e... f & 
«o Thrall ct vissesssssersososo 2 “ 
œ Cromwell 6c seddasga caccccces 1 “ 
«& Poppleton e eceso srcceo seess | “ 
& Morton c oesoesesosaseseses F “É 


«Murphy e ee 1 « 
Messrs. Holloway, Hail, Stewart, of Washington, Marquette and 
Taggart, having received a majority of all the votes cast, were declared 
duly elected said committee. - 
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Mr. Thrall moved to, adjourn,until;to-morrow.at.2 o'clock, P.-M. 


Lost. 
_ Qn motion, - 
The House. adjourned. until to-morrow,morning at 10 o'clock, A. M. 


S. M. CURRAN, chief clerk, pro tem; 


WEDNESDAY, December 9th, 1857. 
MORNING SESSION. 
. House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Strickland in the Chair. 


Journal was read and approved. 


* 


The Committee on Credentials made the following 


REPORT: 


Your Committee to whom was referred the duty of examining and 
reporting upon the credentials of those claiming to have been elected 
members of, and entitled to seats in this body, beg leave to report that 
‘they have examined the same, (in all thirty-two credentials,) and find that 

William B. Beck, was duly elected in Burt and Cuming counties; 

That Lawson Sheldon, T. M. Marquette and E. A, Donelan, were duly 
elected in Cass county; 

That Wm. G. Crawford and Edward C. Jones, were duly elected in 
Dakota and. Cedar counties; 

' That George Armstrong, James. Stewart, J. W. Paddock, W. R. Thrall, 
George Clays, John Steinberger, A.” J. Poppleton and Michael Murphy, 
were ‘duly elected in Douglas county; 

That John M. Taggart, was duly elected in Dodge and Platte counties; 

That Albert J. Benedict and Saml. A. Chambers, were elected in Ne- 
meha and Johnson counties; 

That, Wingate King and A. a Cromwell, were elected in Richardson 
‘and Pawnee counties. ~ 

That Amos Gates, Chas. T. Holloway, James Davidson and Silas A. 
Strickland, were elected in Sarpy county; 

That Paris Œ. Cooper, P. C. Sullivan and James S. Stewart, were elec- 
ted in Washington county; 

That Wm. B. Hail, Joshua Q. Abbe, J. C. Campbell, J. Sterling Mor- 
ton, Tamer} _ Decker and D. B. Robb, were elected in Otoe county; 
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At the last general election held in the Territory of Nebraska, on the 
third day of August, A. D. 1857, and further report that the aforesaid per- 
sons were elected to the office of Representatives for the Territory of Ne- 
braska in the counties heretofore mentioned, and in the opinion of your 
eee are entitled to seats in this body, all of which we respectfully 
submit. 


C. T. HOLLOWAY, Chairman, 
J. M. TAGGART, - i 

T, M. MARQUETTE, 

WM. B. HAIL, 

J. S. STEWART. 


On motion of Mr. Decker, 

The report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Benedict, 

The name of Mr. Minick, of Nemeha, was added to the list reported by 
the committee. 

Mr. Poppleton moved that the House now proceed to ballot for officers 
of the House. 
Carried. 

Mr. Decker moved that the House elect the officers viva-voce. 

Mr. Poppleton challenged the motion as being out of order. 

- The Speaker decided that under the rules the House could elect officers 
viva-voce, only. à 

Hr. Poppleton appealed from the decision of the Speaker, upon which 
the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Abbe, Benedict, Crawford, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Decker, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones,, Marquette, 
Robb, Stewart, of Washington, and Sheldon—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Clayes, Cromwell, King, Murphy, 
Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart, of Douglas, 
Sullivan, Thrall and Taggart—15. 

So the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. Poppleton moved that the rules be suspended upon which the ayes 
and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Olayes, Crawford, Campbell, 
Cromwell, Jooper, Davidson, Jones, King, Murphy, Morton, Minick, Pop- 
pleton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart, of Douglas, Sullivan, Stewart. of 
Washington, Thrall and Taggart—22. ‘ 

Nays—Messrs. Benedict, Chambers, Donelan, Decker, Gates, Hail, Hol- 
loway, Marquette, Robb, Shelden and Mr. Speaker.—11. 

Carried. 

Mr. Poppleton moved that the House now proceed to ballot for perma- 
nent officers. 

Carried. 

Messrs. Paddock and Holloway were appointed tellers. 

Nominations for Speaker being now in order. 

Mr. Holloway nominated Mr. Decker, of Otoe, 

Mr. Paddock nominated Mr. Morton, of Otoe. 
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Nominations then closed, and the ballot resulted as follows: 


Mr. Decker received........ Sa ova: E TEE 20 votes, 
Mr. Morton SE T « 


Mr. Decker having received a , majority of all the votes cast was declar- 
ed duly elected Speaker. 


On motion, 
Messrs. Holloway and Morton were appointed: a committee to conduct 


the Speaker elect to the Chair. 
On motion, 
The House now proceeded to nominate and ballot for Chief Clerk. 


Mr. Donelan nominated Kr. John Howard, of Cass, 
Mr. Poppleton nominated Mr. S. M. Curran, of Washington. 


Nominations now closed, and the House balloted with the following re- 
sult: ; 


Mr. Curran received. .....osusoceo EPT 19 votes, 
Mr. Howard ge ee es rennt l4 «“ 


~Mr. Curran having received a majority of all the votes cast, was declar- 
ed duly elected Chief Clerk. 
On motion, 


The House then proceeded to nominate and ballot for the Assistant 
Clerk. 


Mr. Crawford nominated Mr. R. A. ‘Howard, of-Dakota, 


« Sheldon — a « J. Howard, of Cass, 
“ Holloway a “` Hudson George, of Nemeha, - 
“ Paddock a “ KeLean, of Douglass, 
“ Beck « ©. Wiltse, of. Burt, 
“ Steinberger - “ “ J. Evans, of Dodge, 
Thrall 5 ee &. A. Graves, of Douglass. 
Nominations now closed, and the House halloted with the following re- 
sult: 
Mr. George received...... GERRA ee ee 12 votes, 
«R. A. Howard received. s.s.s... enson.. 5 « 
« ©, Wiltse - A. eeu aNu 
« J. Howard Sane ree Sarat 3 
« Evans Lae Oe rr T T 2 «u 
“ Graves SS “Sedona sere Wears 2 «8 
“ Howard MM fates PEEETETIT sed H 
“ KeLean MP EAEAN ob, oo 


No dioica 
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The House now proceeded to a second ballot. 


Kr. R. A. Howard received. s.s.s see. ee... 018 Votes, 
“: George MS - eihwubien swe citing 26 
« J. Howard  -Gyuseewieesekeeesenas 
« Eyans re E en ee A 


Mr. R. A. Howard having received a majority of all the votes cast, was 
declared duly elected Assistant Clerk. l 


The House then proceeded to nominate and ballot for Sergeant-at-A rms. 


Mr. Strickland nominated Mr. Mathias, of Sarpy, 
“Paddock s “ Daly, of Douglas, 
« Armstrong & “ Bronson, of Douglas, 
t Beck i « Harrington, of Burt. 


Nominations now closed, and the ballot resulted as follows : 


Mr. Mathias received ............. wees eee 13 Votes, 
“ Daly eo i tenn Osea E ET TTE 10 «“ 
« Bronson E E E EE swt S 


e Harnineton O  oivssadeesews tea ures A M 
No choice. 


The House proceeded to a second ballot, - 


Mr. Mathias received. ..ssessessssas otak 
“ Daly E Toe TET ET AA “ 
& Bronson <“ Bree ig de E E E 
« Harrington errr re menses ; 
No choice. 
The House proceeded to the third ballot: 
Mr. Mathias received. ....cccceccees „e... L7 votes 
“ Daly Cr. ee er ee 15 «“ 
« Bronson “ errr AN Tirassa M 


Mr. Mathias having received a majority of all the votes cast, was declared 
to be duly elected Sergeant-at-arms, 


The House now proceeded to nominate and ballot for Door Keeper. 
Mr. Steinberger nominated Mr. Fisher, of Douglas, 
66 


«& Chambers ee «. J. Harper, 
« Poppleton e « J. Jameson 


P 
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Nominations now closed, and the a follows: 


Mr, Fisher received. ...2 +. 0.0 cee ce cees cD: votes. 

es Harper tt eoveeeteteeaeerenas ss ee 2 

« Jameson “  .......006, Serra err ae 

“. Jeflerson: À cisaisintawevescsvane ce “ 
Mr. Fisher having received a majority of all the votes cast, was declared 

duly elected. 

Mr. Holloway moved that the House proceed to elect a Chaplain. 
Carried. 

Mr. Donelan- nominated Mr: Taylor, of Douglas, 
- . “& Paddock  “ “« Billingsly, “ 

“« Stewart, of Douglas, “ Chivington, t 

Mr. Paddock moved to elect a Chaplain. viva voce. 


Carried. 
Mr. Chivington received....... si passa oueratare 19 votes, 
“ Taylor $ E A E E T TS —© 
“ Billingsly  “ E eer re ee Q & 


Mr. Chivington having reeeived'a majority of all the votesicast, was: de» 
clared duly elected Chaplain. 


The House now being permanently organized, the Speaker appointed Mr: 
Strickland a committee of one; to invite the Secretary of the Territory 
Within the bar of the House; to administer the oath of office’ to the officers 
and members of the House. 

Whereupon the Secretary appeared, and the officers-and’ members were 
duly qualified. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a message be dispatched to the Council to inform that 
body that the House is now permanently organizéd, and ready to co-operate 
with them in the business of Legislation ; and alsoinviting them to attend 
the House im joint convention to receive any Da the Executive 
of the Territory may have to make. 

Mr. Paddock moved that the House take a recess until two o’clock. 

Withdrawn. 

Mr. Poppleton moved thať a committee of three be appointed to wait 
upon the Council, and inform that body that the House would meet them 
in joint convention in the Legislative- Hali immediately. 

Carried. 

Messrs. Poppleton, Robb, and Crawford, were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Paddo ck, the west side of the Hall was vacated for 
the use of the Council. 

The President and Council now appeared, and took seats within the bar 
of the House. 

Mr. Bowen, of the Council, moved that a committee of two on the ' part 
of the Council, and three on the part of the House, be appointed to watt 

ween his exeellency, the Governor, and inform him that the Council’and 
use of Representatives have mét in: joint convention, and are ready to 
recéive any communication he may have to make. 

Carried. “ 
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Messrs. Bowen and Rogers of the Council, and Messrs. Armstrong, Hail 
and Holloway of the House, were appointed said committee. 

The committee, through the Chairman, Mr. Bowen, reported that the 
Executive would appear in person, and communicate with them immediately. 

His excellency, Thos. B. Cuming, acting Govenor of the Territory, then 
appeared and delivered the following message: 


MESSAGE. 


Gentlemen of the Council 
and House of Representatives : 


We are assembled to day under the most favorable auspices. The 

Territory of Nebraska has, thus far, achieved all that her friends could ask. 
: Her early organization and rapid progress have signally illustrated the safety 
-and expansive force of the principles of the federal compact, from which 
naturally sprang her Organic Act. 
| The imprint of her “Great Seal” has been Genuine. “PoPuULAR 
Soverricnty” has been vindicated; ‘“Procress,” verified. Peace and 
good order, practical vigor and manly observance of Constitutional obligations 
have characterized the conduct of our people. No dangerous agitations or 
political heresies, have been permitted to take root; but the seeds of industry, 
education and law, planted at the commencement, by enterprising and 
practical ` men, have yielded the legitimate fruit of a safe and efficient self 
government. i 

Under such circumstances, and inhabiting a country of such vast extent, 
natural beauty, and productive wealth—although lamentable dissensions 
have given to our sister Territory a wider notoriety—we may well congrat- 
ulate each other, upon our verification of the political truth, —“ Happy is 
that people whose annals are tranquil.” 

We have, assuredly, no ordinary cause of gratitude to Him who rules over 
all things, for the opportunities vouchsafed us—the advantages of geographical 
position, on the great natuaal line of commerce—a foremost place in the race of 
Territories—and the facilities of modern improvements and great enterprises 
to promote our advancement in every department of industry and art. By 
continued adherence to wise and moderate councils—by earnest and real 
public spirit, and internal harmony, immigration will be rapidly increased— 
our new counties speedily populated—the great cities of the seaboard will 
identify with ours their commercial interests—and capital, once more 
liberated from financial paralysis, will find its safe and more profitable 

Mh, investment in the fee-simple of our fertile woodlands, prairies, and valleys. 
} l Reposing entire confidence in the integrity and intelligence of the 


representatives of a great people convened to deliberate for the general good, 
I cordially unite with you in a deep sense of the responsibilities devolved, 
and a sincere desire to co-operate with you in meriting the good opinion of 
7 4 our constituents at large. 

To protect most effectually their interests; to elevate public character; 
to foster industry, temperance and virtue; to build up institutions of charity; 
to educate those who are to follow us; to stimulate to public spirit and moral 
manliness; to systematize and adapt the duties of territorial, county, and 
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township officers; to consolidate and perfect a code of practice; to develop 
_‘our natural and mineral wealth; in a word, to direct the supreme power to 
the best good of the governed, and achieve for Nebraska that sterling name 
and conspicuous place which her natural resources, and the spirit of her 
people deserve and demand; and to effect all this in the short space of forty 
days, in an assembly of two Houses and conflicting interests, in a manner 
satisfactory to any of us, is certainly a task requiring conscientious and 
constant application, regardless of considerations of personal or local 
gratification or advantage. . 

We meet to day for the fourth time, at the place first chosen for the 
Territorial Capitol; and in the spacious and imposing edifice, now nearly 
completed, under the appropriation by the General Government, and through 
the public spirit of the city of Omaha. The cost of the structure having far 
exceeded the estimates, and the deficit having been promptly contributed for 
the general good, there can be no doubt that the justice of an earnest appeal 
for the re-imbursement of the amount ($50,000) will be recognized by every 
citizen ; nor can we refrain from the belief that Congress will not be reluctant 
.to defray the additional requisite expense. 

The actual necessities of the territory require the services of a Surveyor 
General, and assurances have been received encouraging the hope that an 

_effort to secure such an appointment will be successful. : 

The memorial for the proper distribution of troopsalong the emigrant line, 

should also be renewed, in’ connection with an application for grants of land 
-for railroads. The propriety of such assistance from the General Govern- 
ment is unquestionable. We are on the direct line of communication 
between the great ports of the Atlantic and Pacific. The commerce of the 
lakes swell the tide with the mineral and agricultural wealth of the North; 
and if, to-day, the wisdom of the federation should be called upon, to fix the most 
-feasible and profitable national route, it would seem that a determination in 
favor of this natural line between the Depots of the far Hast and West, along 

_the valley of the Platte, would be coerced by the necessities of trade, with 
the force of mathematical truth applied to experimental practice. 

Private enterprise cannot be relied upon to undertake so stupendous a 
project. Under the social and business system of this country, there is no 
monopoly. Individuals, with or without money, credit, or position, may 
project railroads, and other internal improvements, barter in shares, and at 
jast abandon their schemes to their own advantage and the ruin of others. 
The fluctuations and uncertainties of private speculations will not be 
seriously entertained in the action of the. General Government upon a 

-matter of such admitted military necessity .and national importance. 
Provision for a railroad to-the Pacific, along the route above mentioned, 
- should be urgently sought from Congress at its present session, before the 
- most valuable lands shall have been secured by speculators or settlers. 
We may congratulate each other, however, on the actual commencement 
-of a work of approximate and preliminary importance. The arrangements 
for the completion of the second Division of the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 
graph—from the Missouri River to the Pacific, have been perfected under 
the direction of Messrs. Henry O’Reily, John J. Speed, and other eminent 
- contractors and practical telegraphers. While the pubic pulse has been so 
quickened by the hope of an oceanic communication between the old and 
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new worlds, comparatively little has been said in respect ‘to a line of more 
direct benefit to our own country—to be built without either money or favor 
from the Government—and requiring only such protection as the interests 
of the country deman for the security of emigrants. The proprietors 
solicit onlya proper distribution of Government troops, in garrisons separated 
bya reasonable distance—and having a certain and daily communication by 
means of detachments. By troops thus apportioned the letter mails could 
be regularly transmitted, travelers protected, railroad projects advanced, 
the country colonized, and the telegraph line completed in a short space of 
time, without additional expense to the General Government. The citizens 
of the West cannot regard with indifference so public spirited an effort, and 
in which the only encouragement asked is that protection of intercourse 
which should long since have been conceded, in justice to western interests. 

A memorial should also be forwarded, praying for an appropriation for a 
. military bridge across the Platte river. Every good citizen ardently 
desires that the fruitless sectional alienation heretofore existing between 
the two sections of the Territory should cease forever, and will heartily 
approve the endeavors of your Honorable body to contribute to such a result. 
The importance of the earliest transmission of these memorials to Congress, 
should elicit immediate action. 

To the country at large, the past has been truly an eventful year. A 
disastrous monetary revulsion—delayed for a time by the great supplies of 
gold from western discoveries—has befallen us dt last, prostrating credit— 
‘destroying confidence—ruining individual and associated capitalists—dis- 
closing monstrous frauds, and bringing distress, penury, and beggary to the 
doors of tens of thousands of the industrious classes, all over the Union, In 
the public prints are long lists of failures and of broken: and suspended 
Banks. The immense influx of coin has only stimulated to.an increased 
manufacture of paper promises. It is estimated that about two-thirds 
of the currency of the country is Debt. The crisis was inevitable, 
and it remains only to profit by its severe and emphatic warnings. 

It may be urged that specie is again returning to its former channels—and 
that public trust will soon revive. Yet what amount of coin will repair the 
injury already wrought, or afford a basis of security against human avarice, 
stimulated to extravagant speculations and unscrupulous excesses, by the - 
facilities afforded by an insecure Banking system? The history of “profitable” 
banking is inevitably the history of alternate depression, overaction, and 
ruinous expansion. May we not hope that the events of the year will lead 
toa general reform, and to the restriction of paper to the uses of commercial 
men? Believing as I do, that the whole system of banking is insecure— 
even when based on State Stocks and securities—where one promise to pay 
is made the basis of another—both perhaps equally fallacious—and being 
especially convinced that the institution of banks in this Territory was im- 
politic, and that there are imperfections in the charters, I respectfully urge 
that some adequate means be taken to remedy the evil, and protect our citi- 
zens in future. Many persons who have realized from such systems advan- 
tage to themselves, may have-heretofore seen no danger to others. But the 
experiment has now, at least, been fully tried, and none can be so far deluded 
by the transient stimulus and temporary vigor imparted to business transac- 
tions by traffic in expanded credit, as to fail to see the necessity of additional 
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protection of labor, and of the great agricultural and other producing inter- 
ests, upon which our true prosperity depends. The action of the first few 
years is apt to fix the character of the future State; and, in the important 
respect of the financial policy to be pursued, no timidity, or indifference, or 
interested motives should be permitted to prevent or postpone a determined 
effort to avert, in future, calamities such as those from which the country is 
just emerging, The Banks now in existence inthe Territory are perhaps as 
” Bafe as most of such institutions. Prudently managed in their infancy, but 
few of the community have suffered loss. Yet itis equally true that their 
profits are to be maile hereafter. In the meantime, gold and silver, withdrawn 
from Eastern adventures and depositaries, may be expected in sufficient 
quantities for the ordinary purposes of trade. Although, therefore, paper 
money is now so identified with the business habits of community that the 
prospect of its abolishment, perhaps for a long time to come, seems impracti- 
cable, and to many absurd, yet, within our own jurisdiction, by proper safe- 
guards and restrictions, we may approximate such a result; and may now 
provide that the full specie equivalent of all circulated bank paper shall be at 
all times within the reach of every citizen, By a monthly or.at least quar- 
terly inspection of the Banks, by- sworn and responsible officers, it can be 
known that specie means are actually held, fairly proportioned to paper is- 
sues. The circulation of Bank Notes of a smaller denomination at first than 
five dollars, and afterwards of ten dollars, should be prohibited: and it may 
be provided that Commissioners shall- assume the direction of the affairs of 
suspended Banks, on the first day of their suspension. Itseems also worthy 
of consideration, whether the excessive importation of foreign bank bills 
should ‘not -be restricted by requiring the additional endorsement of such 
Banking Houses—chartered or private—as may issue them. 

The institution of Bankrupt and Relief laws has been urged by many— 
for the purpose of augmenting our Territorial wealth—the first for the ac- 
eommodation of insolvent debtors, reduced to embarrassment by unlooked:for 
disasters—the last for the security of encumbered capitalists; against foreign 
liabilities. Under no such laws can a just discrimination be made between 
the unfortunate: delinquent and the successful and unprincipled swindler. 
Their necessary éffect is to ignore the faith of contracts and demoralize society 
without conferring ultimate benefit. Considerations of policy as well as of 
morals dictate that our real welfare can only be consulted by occupying and 
retaining a safe, elevated and honorable position; the experience of communi- 
ties, as well as of individuals, having abundantly taught that true happiness 
and greatness have no friends so sure as integrity and honor. 

Our ‘code of practice is universally regarded by the bar as meagre and 
defective. The statutes are limited, confused and contradictory. In conse- 
quence both the bar and public are unable to determine the correct mode of 
procedure in cases of frequent occurence; and the judges being left- without 
a definite statutory guide in their decisions, have too great a latitude of 
discretion—as little desirable to them as annoying to parties. To accomplish 
the desired amendment, one or more practical and experienced lawyers should 
be appointed, and such reasonable compensation allowed as will induce them 
to contribute the necessary time and study. It is impossible for a committee 
of the Legislature, amid the pressing duties crowding upon them in a brief 
session, to devote to the work the required ability and attention. There are 


. 
a æ a 


18 .Wednesday, December 9th, 1857. 


a 
needed steady and faithful comparison of one part of the code with another, 
and careful examination of analogous statutes of other States and of the decis- 
ions of the courts. 

In August, 1856, Congress passed an act for the purpose mainly of reduc- 
ing the expenses of the ‘lerritorial courts thrown upon the federal treasury. 
Under this law the judges are required to fix the times and places of holding 
the courts, but are restricted to three points in the territory, or one in each 
district. Hence parties, jurors and witnesses are compelled to attend from 
remote parts of the district—or the judges must assume the responsibility of 
delaying proceedings. An effort should be made to amend the act by a pro- 
vision allowing each county to asaume and defray the additional expense ne- 
cessary for the public convenience. The necessity of passing an act permit- 
ting the payment by the counties of the extra expense—in case the law of 
Congress should be amended—is obvious and imperative. 

The increase and changes of our population seem to demand a new 
arrangement of judicial districts. The recent and rapid settlements north- 
ward of Dakotah, extending to Niobrarah, have imposed an undue proportion 
of labor on the judge of the third district. A modification of the present divi- 
sion is therefore suggested, by attaching one or more ccunties north to the 
Capitol district, and uniting the counties south of the Platte, in the allotment 
to the second District. 

In the action of nearly all Legislative Assemblies and communications 
from Executives, the highest importance has been attached to the faithful ad- 
ministration of an efficient Common School System. Inacountry founded on 
the absolute equality of the people, it is vitally necessary that the character 
of the District School should favorably compare with the grade of Select 
Academies—thus placing the means of thorough education within the reach 
of all. T 
Our Territorial Assembly has provided an adequate law, the provisions of 
which have been almost entirely unheeded. Many County Superintendents 
have failed to qualify, as prescribed in Sections 19 and 20, Chapter 18, 2nd 
Statutes; and the County Clerks have provided no substitutes; nor has the 
forfeit been collected by the Prosecuting Attorney as provided in Section 23. 
Others have neglected to report to the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
on the lst of November, as ordered in Sec. 32. Thus the law has been ren- 
dered virtually a dead letter. In many, if not all the counties, no Districts 
have been formed; no taxes levied; no teachers employed and no steps taken 
in respect to School Laws. The Act of Congress of 1857, providing for the 
selection of other sections in lieu of the 16th and 32nd, when occupied and 
improved prior to the surveys, has temporarily abridged the land fund—~but 
it is the duty of the County Superintendent (Chap. 18, Sec. 9,) to examine, 
allot in parcels, and value the sections not thus occupied, as well as others 
after they shall have been selected. I respectfully call attention to this and 
the other requirements of the law, so that existing resources may be made 
available, and the system put in force by the 1st Monday of May 1858—the 
proximate time for the regular meeting in each School District. 

For information as to the state of the Treasury, reference is made to the 
Report of the Treasurer herewith submitted. The revenue law now in force 
is inapplicable and almost inoperative, and requires a thorough and careful 
revision. 
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While the military spirit of our citizens is believed to be unabated, drill 
and discipline have been greatly neglected. Companies exist in nearly every 
County, hut their organization in many cases is imperfect, or suffered to de- 
cline on account of changes of residence. These deficiencies should be sup- 
plied. Situated on the frontier—-we should be provided, at all times, for 
self-defence, or co-operation with the Government against internal enemies. 


, Our Election Law needs an amendment requiring Clerks to transmit to 
the Territorial Secretary a list of the County Officers elect in each year, and 
of all the resignations or removals of Officers or Notaries Public. 

During every session, special acts have been passed, appointing Road 
Commissioners. Great inconvenience has resulted from their negligence or 
inattention. It is suggested that penalties should be imposed for such non- 
fulfilment, or that County Supervisors should be annually elected. 

Your attention is called to a more rigid enforcement of the act to prevent 
the firing of woods, marshes and prairies, (page 196, 1st statutes) to insure 
preservation of property and growth of timber. 

Notaries Public are reminded to keep a fair record of their official acts. 
[Chapter 16, page 58, 2nd statutes. ] 

It is also suggested that complication in County Accounts may be avoided 
by assigning the duties of School Fund Commissioner to the County 
Treasurer. 

Our agricultural and productive resources may be developed by aiding the 
formation of industrial societies in every county. Premiums (though small 
at first) offered by individuals or associations for the largest useful crop, the 
best improved stock, ete., would invite competition, and form a nucleus for 
wealthy combinations. Nor canitbe believed that the encouragement given 
by a small appropriation to each county from the territorial revenue, for the 
purpose of increasing the most fruitful of all sources of profit, would fail to 
meet the sanction of the people. ; 

The number of copies of the laws heretofore ordered to be printed has 
been insufficient. The editions of the first two years are nearly exiausted ; 
_ and the demand increasing. At least 2,000 copies of the statutes of this 
session should be published, and the Secretary instructed to sell the volumes 
remaining, after distributing the authorized number to public officers. 

It is a source of gratification to consider the actual progress of the Terri- 
tory in the past year, by the acquisition of property, and the rapid settlements 
by pre-emption. A large and valuable tract has been sccured from the Paw- 
nees, through the treaty framed with them by Commissioner J. W. Denver. 
The chiefs of the Punca tribe have recently repaired to the Federal Capital 
with Indian Agent J. B. Robertson, with the intention of concluding a 
similar treaty, and ceding their unsurpassed farming and timber lands. 

The United States wagon road from the Platte River via the Omaha re- 
serve to the Running Water, (l'Eauqui court,) under the direction of Col 
Geo. Sites, has been constructed for a distance of 103 miles, including 39 
bridges. Ihave been favored with a statement of the length of these bridges, 
as follows: « 
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The rich bottom and bench lands of the Missouri and the numerous valleys 
of the small tributaries along this rout are fast filling up with settlers who 
have already realized promising returns from their labors. Our obligations 
are justly due to the Hon. Jacob Thompson, Secretary of the Interior for the 
expenditure of this appropriation ina manner so productive of public benefit. 

The Military Road to Ft. Kearney has been nearly finished including 
bridges built after the most approved plans for strength and durability, (the 
bridge across the Elk Horn being 200 feetin length,) and the road itself giv- 
ing access to one of the most fertile and commerically important vallies in 
the great West. 

Interesting information in this connection has been obtained from the 
Register of the Land Office, Omaha City, in the following table,—showing 
the pre-emption, during the season just passed, of more than 400,000 acres of 
Land: 


ABSTRACT OF LANDS PRE-EMPTED A. D. 1857. 
Warrants Cash Total 


Acres. |100th.| Acres. |100ths| Acres. |100ths. 


February,.......+.- 6,922 50 
March, .....-+.seee> 17,092 | 45 
APT cous sesaeeas 84,475 | 28 
May cuasennaxees 39,130 | 98 
JUnit i 50,944 | 97 
July eea 97,855 | 60 
August, ...s+seeees 64,344 | 05 
September, ........ 59,906 | 40 
October,..... cees. 22,988 76 
November,.....-... 8,688 83 
Otel: <.0se« towers 462,349 82 


The area of Nebraska is greater than that of New York and the New 
England States. Our invigorating climate, productive soil and natural ad- 
vantages will attract multitudes gf emigrants driven to our shores by the po- 
litical troubles of the Old World. Politically, we have equal reason to 
rejoice. Our future increase will give-to us the control, toa great extent, of 
the Country’s political destiny; and itis gratifying to believe that that power 
will be used with a patriotic and unfaltering determination to defend the Fed- 
eral Constitution, and preserve the Union of the States. Safe, thus far, from 
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the interference of reckless agitators and the mad efforts of intolerant fa- 
natics, we can furnish to the world an enviable proof of the legitimate effect 
of the genius and spirit of our Republican Institutions. No retribution 
can be too severe, if, through casuistry, or local strifes, or political infidel- 
ity, we prove recreant to that beautiful federative system to which we owe 
our existence, and under which alone we can achieve true and permanent 
greatness. , 

I have thus presented to you, gentlemen, plainly and hurriedly, such 
considerations as have occurred to me—uncertain, until the eve of your 
assembling, whether, in my incidental position, such a communication 
would be required. Once before we have met under similar circumstances. 
Since that initial period, the bitterness of sectional strife has been 
measurably allayed. Strange faces and new interests have taken their 
places upon the stage, and many of the actors in our early history, have 
passed away, or been lost in the throng of events. Men, out of repair, 
politicaly or morally, will continue to be prostrated, one by one, and their 
names expire with the forgotten influences of the past; but our powerful 
young Territory will move on with augmented and prevailing force, and 
realize, in its future fortunes, all that human hope or ambition can an- 
ticipate or wish. 

Acting for that territory in a co-ordinate capacity, and in view of the 
mutations of public affairs, and the vicissitudes of life—permit me to assure 
you, each and all,that I cherish a sincere desire for your success,individually 

as well as in your endeavors to promote the public good. May no personal, 
resentments or local alienations hereafter mar the harmony, which should 
inspire the intercourse of the representatives of the government and of our 
people! May no boundary—natural or artificial—prevent the union of all 
our energies, in building up an eminent, honored and thriving State ! 

May you be prospered in all your laudable aims, and, after performing 
the high duty of legislating for a patriotic and confiding people, return, in 
health, to the comforts and friendships of your respective homes. 


THOMAS B. CUMING. 


EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 
Omaha City, December 9, 1857. 


On motion of Mr. Bowen, 
The joint convention now adjourned, Sine die, and the Council withdrew. 
Mr. Paddock offered the_following resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Territorial printer be, and he is hereby directed to 
publish 3,000 copies of the Governor’s message, for the use of the members 
of this House. \ 


On motion, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at10 o’clock, A. M. 


S. M. CURRAN, chief clerk. 
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THURSDAY, December 10th, 1857. 


MORNING SESSION. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 


Mr. Strickland offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That corresponding numbers to the number of members of 
this House be putin a hat, and members, as their names are called, draw a 
number, and choose their seats respectively as thus drawn. 

Mr. Poppleton moved that a committee of three be appointed to prepare 
a code of parlimentary rules for the government of this House; and until 
the report of such committee is made and adopted by the House, the 
rules of the last House of Representatives be declared in force. 

Carried. 

Messrs. Poppleton, Crawford and Campbell were appointed said com- 

mittee. 


On motion of Mr. Holloway, 
The House now proceeded to draw for seats. 


The Speaker then appointed the following 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Priviliges and Hlections—Messrs. Campbell, Strickland, Chambers, Pad- 
dock and Beck. 

Ways and Means—Messts. Thrall, Steinberger, Beck, Jones and King. 

Judiciary—Messrs. Crawford, Poppleton, Marquette, Campbell and Sul- 
livan. 

Accounts and Expenditures—Messrs. Abbe, Armstrong, Benedict, Ro- 
gers and Sheldon. 

Agriculture—Messrs. Chambers, Cromwell, VanHorn, Murphy and Mor- 
ton. 

Roads—Messrs. Stewart, of Douglas, Robb, Jones, Thrall and Minick. 

Militia—Messrs. Gates, Cooper, Clays, Thrall and’Sheldon. 

Public Buildings and Grounds—Messrs, Hail, Donelan, Holloway, Pop- 
pleton and Benedict. 

Internal Improvements—Messrs. Clays, Davidson, Robb, Minick and 
Rogers. 

Federal Relations—Messrs. Donelan, Stewart, of Washington, Murphy, 
Gates and Crawford. 

Engrossed and Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Paddock, Davidson, Abbe, Van 
Horn, Cooper. 

County Boundaries and County Seats—Tageart, Hail, Holloway, Van 
Horn, Beck. 
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a Corporations—Messrs. Holloway, Steinberger, Cooper, Hail and Bene- 
ict, 

Library—Messrs. King, Thrall, Minick, Morton and Davidson. 

Banks and Currency—Messrs. Strickland, Sullivan, Robb, Stewart of 
Douglas and Steinberger. 

Common Schools, Colleges and Universities—Messrs. Stewart, of Wash- . 
ington, Murphy, Sheldon, Armstrong, and Cromwell. 

Public Printing—Messrs. Marquette, Davidson, Taggart, Morton and 
Armstrong. a 


Mr. Steinberger offered the following Resolution,which was adopted: 


' Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be authorized to make some ar- 
rangements with the Post Master with regard to the mail matter of the 
members of this House. 


> Mr. Thrall offered the following Resolution: 


Resolved, That Clarence Clark be and is hereby appointed Page of this 
House for the present session, at a compensation of $2 per day. 


- Mr. Morton moved to amend by adding the words, “to be paid by the 
members of the House.” 

The amendment was accepted, 

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend by striking out all after the word 
“day.” 

Carried. 

a Morton moved to lay the Resolution on the table forty days. 

ost, 

“Mr. Crawford moved to amend by striking out the words “$2 per day,” 

and inserting the words “$1 per day.” i 


Lost. 


Pending the Resolution, 
Mr. Morton offered the following substitute. 


Resolved, That the Door Keeper be and he is hereby required to perform 
the duties of Page, 


which being challenged as out of order, 

The Speaker decided the substitute was in order. 

An appeal was taken from the decision. 

The question now being, shall the Chair be sustained, the ayes and nays 
were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Crawford, Chambers, 
Cromwell, Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Mur- 
phy, Marquette, Morton, Minick, Robb, Steinberger, Steward, of Washing- 
ton, Sullivan, Stewart, of Douglas, Sheldon, Strickland, Thrall and Tag- 

art—27. 
3 Nays—Armstrong, Clayes, Poppleton and Paddock—4. 
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So the Chair was sustained. 
The vote being taken upon the substitute, it was lost. . 


Mr. Morton offered the following substitute : 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be and is hereby required to per- 
form the duties of Page. 


On motion of Mr. Donelan, 
The whole matter was laid upon the table. 


Mr. Morton offered the following Resolution: | 


Resolved, That the daily sittings of the House of Representatives shall 
begin at half past 10 o’clock, A. M., and continue until 4 o’clock, P. M., 
making but a single session per day. ° 


Laid over under the rule. 

Mr. Van Horn, of Cass county, appeared and presented his credentials, 
which were referred to the committee on privileges and elections, 

Mr. Armstrong presented a certificate from the county clerk of Wash- 


‘ington county, relative to the canceling of the certificate held by Mr. Sul- 


livan, of said county, which was referred to the committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 


The following notices of bills were given: 


By Mr. Armstrong, 
Of a bill to incorporate the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, 
of Nebraska. 
By Mr. Steinberger, 
Of a bill to repeal all the Bank charters existing now in the Territory. 
By Mr. Abbe, | 
Of a bill to incorporate the town of Brooklyn, in the county of Otoe. 
Also 
Of 2 Homestead Bill. 
By Mr. Poppleton, 
Of a bill to provide a Criminal Code for the Territory of Nebraska. 
By Mr. Paddock, 
Of a bill to incorporate the Omaha Library Association. 
By Mr. Taggart, 
Of a bill to amend the charter of the city of Fontenelle. 
By Mr. Hail, 
Of a bill granting a charter for a Ferry across the Missouri River at 
Nebraska City. 
By Mr. Morton, 
Of a bill to consolidate Kearney City, Nebraska City, and South Ne- 
braska City, under one municipal charter. 


By Mr. Strickland, 
i 
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Of a bill to incorporate an Agricultural Society for the county of 
Sarpy. 
On motion of Mr. Donelan, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


FRIDAY, December 11th, 1857 
MORNING SESSION. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 
Mr, Armstrong presented the following petition: 


To the Honorable, the Speaker and Members of the 
House of Representatives of the Territory of Nebraska: 


At the last annual Election heldin, and for the county of Washing- 
ton, your petitioner received a majority of all the votes polled in said | 
county, for Representative, and by virtue of said vote, your petitioner 
claims a seat in your body, as member from said county, and prays that 
your Honors will have the matter submitted and investigated, as speedily 
as circumstances will permit. All of which is 


Respectfully Submitted, 
ALONZO PERKINS. 


= 


On motion, 
The petition was referred-to the committee on Privileges and Elections. 
The following notices of bills were given. 

By Mr. Holloway, 

Of a bill to repeal an “act entitled an act to incorporate the |’Hauqui 
Court Company,” approved Feb. 12th, 1857. 

By Mr. Sullivan, 

Of a bill to amend ‘section three, of chapter thirty-one, of the code pass- 
ed and approved Feb. 13th, 1857, entitled “attachments and garnish- 
ments.” 

Also, 
Of a bill repealing the Exemption Law. 
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Also 
Of a bill for the charter of a Railroad from a point on the Missouri 
River, between the fourth and fifth parallel, to the west line of the Terri- 
tory, at or near the South Pass. 
By Mr. Steinberger, 
Of a a to locate a Territorial Road from Rock Port to Elk Horn city. 


Als 
Of a bill to establish the county of. Kearney and locate the county seat 
hereof. 
By Mr. Campbell, 
Of a bill to Se ‘the traffic in koae liquors. 
Also 
Of a bill to establish a road from Nebraska city to Falls city, in Richard- 
son county. 
By Mr. Crawford, 
Of a bill to incorporate the town of Tessong, l Eauqui Court county. 
lso, 
Of an act to patie ae the Tepeota Town and Ferry Company, of 
lEauqui Court county. 
Also, 
Of an act to erect a dew county, to be called Mononcue.” 


Also 
Of a bil A prevent improper issue by the Omaha and Chigago Bank. 
r. King, 
Of a bill to authorize the arbitration of causes pending in the District 
Courts. 
Also, 
Of a bill to repeal an “act to provide for the location of the seat of Jus- 
tice of Richardson county.” 
By Mr. Paddock, 
Of a bill to define the several Judicial Districts of the Territory of Ne- 
braska, and fix the time and places of holding courts therein. 
By Mr. Jones, 
Of a bill to organize the county of Buchanan. 
By Mr. Cromwell, 
Of a bill to prohibit persons from setting fire to the prairie grass, burn- 
ing and destroying the Timber. 
Also, 
Of a bill to restrain sheep and swine from running at large in Pawnee 
and Richardson. l 
By Mr. Davidson, l 
Of a bill to incorporate the town of South Bend, Cass county. 
By Mr. Taggart, 
Of a bill to establish the western boundary of Dodge county. 


Also 
Of a bill to locate a Territorial Road from Tekama to Fontenelle. 
Also, 
Of a bill to locate a Territorial Road, from the Military Bridge on West 
Pappillon to Monroe, in Monroe county, via Fontenelle. 
On leave, 
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Mr. Armstrong introduced, . 

H. F. No. 1, “An act'to incorporate the Grand Lodge of Free and ac- 
cepted Masons of Nebraska.” 

Read first time. l 

On motion of Mr. Campbell, 

The rules were suspended, and the bill read the second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Corporations. 

Notice of a bill by Mr. Cooper to define the western boundary of Wash- 
ington county. i 4 

By Mr. Thrall, 

Of a bill to repeal an act entitling Michael Jones to keep a Ferry at the 
mouth of the Elk Horn river, approved Feb. 13th, 1857. ~ 


Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution : 


.- Resolved, That the papers in the hands of the Speaker, relative to the 
seats of Messrs. Cooper and Sullivan, be referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 


Adopted. ; 
The Committee on Privileges and Elections, made the following 


REPORT: 


We, your committee to whom was referred the certificate of election of 
Joseph Van Horn, would respectfully report that we have had the same 
under consideration, and find that Joseph Van Horn, from the showing of 
his certificate, was elected to the House of Representatives, of the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska, from the county of Cass, at the last general election, and - 
that he is entitled toa seat in this House, and recommend that he be sworn 
into office. All of which is 

Respectfully Submitted, 


J. ©. CAMPBELL, Chm’n. 
S. A. STRICKLAND, 
W. B. BECK, 
a S. A. CHAMBERS, 
J. W. PADDOCK. 


On motion of Mr. Steinberger, 

The report was received and adopted. 

Whereupon, 

The Speaker delivered the oath of office to Mr. Van Horn. 

Mr. Holloway moved to take up the resolution and substitute, relative 
to the election of Page, upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and 
resulted as follows : l 

Ayes—Messis. Armstrong, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Campbell, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, Murphy, Marquette, 
Morton, Minick, Paddock, Robb, Steinberger, Sullivan, Thrall and Tag- 
gart—22. i 
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Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Cromwell, King, Poppleton, Stewart, of Douglas, 
Stewart, of Washington, and Sheldon—7. 

Carried. 

The resolution and substitute were read for information. 

Mr. Mortcn moved the adoption of the substitute, pending which 

Mr. Poppleton offered the following substitute to the substitute: 


Kesolved, That each member be, and is hereby required to act ag Page 
for himself. or hire one at his own expense. 


On motisa of Mr. Sullivan, 
The substitute to the substitute was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Holloway, 

The substitute was laid on the table. 

Mr. Morton moved that the whole matter lay on the table 40 days. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Abbe, Clayes! Cromwell, Jones, King, Morton, Popple- 
ton, Robb, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of Washington, Sheldon and Tag- 
gart—12. : 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Chambers, Done- 
lan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Murphy, Marquette, Minick, Pad- 
dock, Steinberger, Sullivan, Thrall and Van Horn—19. 

Lost. : 

Mr. Poppleton moved that the resolution be referred to a select com- 
mittee of three. 

On motion of Mr. Holloway, 

That motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Thrall moved the previous question. _ , 

The ayes and nays were demanded upon the adoption of the resolution, 
and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Campbell, Cham- 
bers, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, Murphy, Mar- 
quette, Minick, Paddock, Steinberger, Sullivan and Thrall—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Clayes, Cromwell, King, Morton, Poppleton, Robb, 
Stewart, of Douglas, Stewart, of Washington, Sheldon and Taggart—11. 

Carried. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

On motion, 

The resolution relative to the convening of the House, was taken up 
and read. 

Mr. Sullivan moved to amend by striking out the words “half past ten” 
and inserting “half past nine.” 

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend by striking out all after the words “ten 
o'clock.” 


Mr. Poppleton moved to amend by inserting “9 o’clock, A. M.” 
Carried. l i 


Mr. Armstrong moved to amend by striking out all after the words “9 
o’clock, A. M.” i 


On leave of the House, 


ea 
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Mr. Morton withdrew the resolution. 


Mr. Donelan moved that the rule requiring resolutions to lay over one 


day, be suspended. 

Carried. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following: 

Resolved, That the daily sittings of this House, shall commence at 9 
o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. Paddock moved to amend by striking out “9.o’clock” and inserting 
“10 o'clock.” ; 

Lost. 

On motion, 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Holloway moved to adjourn: 
: Mr. Sullivan moved to amend by adding the words “until Monday morn- 
ing.’ 
eee lost. 
The motion to adjourn prevailed. 


~ 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


SATURDAY, December 12th, 1857. 

MORNING SESSION. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. ` 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 


The Journal was read and approved. ES 


Mr. Holloway offered the following Resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to furnish each member of the 
House with twenty copies per week of some newspaper or newspapers 
published in the Territory, the newspaper or newspapers to be selected by 
each member. > 


On motion of Mr. Holloway, 7 
The Rules were suspended, and the resolution was taken up. 
Mr. Decker moved that further consideration of the resolution be post- 
poned until Monday. : 
Lost. 
On motion, z 
The Resolution was adopted. 


The following notices of bills were given: 
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By Mr. Crawford, i 
Of a bill to amend Sec. 11 of chapter 5 of the Laws of third session of 
the Legislative Assembly of Nebraska, entitled “Attorneys and Counsel- 
ors.” 
By Mr. Armstrong, 
Of a þill relating to Mechanics’ Liens. 
By Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, 
Of a bill abolishing private seals. 
By Mr. Cromwell, 
Of a bill authorizing the erection of a mill-dam at a point therein 
named. 
By Mr. Poppleton, z 
Of a bill to incorporate the Omaha Gas Company. 
By Mr. Cooper, 
Of a bill for prohibiting free negroes from settling in Nebraska. 


Mr. Minick offered the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to report 
a bill for a general law regulating the chartering of Ferry Companies. 


Mr. Armstrong moved to suspend the rules and take up the Resolution. 
Lost. 
So the Resolution was laid over under the rule. 


Mr. Morton offered the following : 
Resolved, That the committee on Privileges and Elections be and are 


hereby required to report on the contested cases from Washington County, 
on Tuesday next, 


Which was laid over under the rule one day. 


Mr. Murphy offered the following: 


Resolved, That John I. Clopper be and is hereby admitted to a seat 
within the bar of this House, as Reporter for the Pittsburgh Union. 
Laid over under the rule. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 
Mr. Speaker: l F 


I am instructed to inform you that the Council have appointed 
Messrs. Bradford and Rogers a committee to confer with a like committee 
on the part of the House, for the purpose of reporting to the Legislative 
Assembly a Criminal Code for the Territory of Nebraska. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 
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Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, presented the following Report of the Super- 
intendent of the Common Schools, and Territorial Treasurer. 


-~ REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
AND LIBRARIAN OF NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 


; OMAHA, vi Dec. 8th, 1857. 
Gentlemen of the Council 4 


and House of Representatives : 


Seètion 7th, of Chapter 18th, of the Act entitled “Common Schools,” 
makes it the duty of the Superintendent of Publie Instruction to report 
to the Legislative Assembly on the first day of each regular session there- 
of, “the condition of public schools and all such other matters relating to 
the affairs of his office as he may think proper to communicate.” 

Judging from the meagre materials handed over to me by my predeces- 
sor, and from the few county reports received up to this date, [ am pain- 
fully convinced that the interests of education, and the value of good 
common schools, have not secured that attention which their importance 
demands. i 

In‘a new country like ours so recently reclaimed from the savage, it is. 
to be expected that food and houses should first exact all the timè and en- 
ergies of the early settler. Having secured these comforts, his next duty 
is, to divide his county into districts, build comfortable houses, and furnish 
themwith suitable books and well qualified teachers. No good citizen 
who consults the best welfare of his children, and the prosperity of the 
Territory, can object to a tax of three to five mills on a dollar for educa- | 
tional purposes. The cheapness and fertility of our lands are enticing 
multitudes to our borders. Give them schools to educate their children, 
and they will be contented and happy. 

By jthe Organic Act, sections sixteen and thirty-six in each township, 
are reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools. These lands are 
not yet available fer the purpose intended. The title to them not having 
passed from the General Government, a special act of Congress is thought 
by some to be necessary in order to make them ours. - Until they become 
available our schools must be sustained by taxation and fines, as provided 
by statute. =- 7 

If the school lands are held intact; not sold too early, nor exchanged 
for others of less value, the time is not far future when this Territory will 
posséss a school fund equal in value to that of New York or Connecticut, 
and which will give to every son and daughter within her borders a good, 
practical, common school education. As the school lands are the basis of 
this ‘prospective fund, every citizen in the Territory should be deeply in- 
terested in their preservation; and you, in the capacity of legislators, will 
not hesitate to throw around them that protection which shall preserve 
then for all time to come. = 
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At the last session of Congress, an act was passed for the relief of those 
who settled on school lands prior to the surveys. This act was approved, 
March 3d, 1857, and reads as follows: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Unite 
States of America, in Congress assembled, that when any settlements, 
the erection of a dwelling house, or the cultivatioa of any portion of 1 
land, shall -have been or shall be made upon the sixteenth or thirty-si 
sections (which sections have been reserved by law for the purpose of 
ing applied to the support of schools in the Territories of Minnesota, F 
sas and Nebraska, and the States and Territories hereafter to be er 
outof the same) before the said sections shall have been or shall be $ 
veyed, or when such sections have been or may be selected or occupi 1 
town sites, under and by virtue of the Act of Congress approved tv n’ f j 
third of May, 1844, or reserved for public uses ‘before the survey th 
other lands shall be selected by the proper authorities, in lieu th a 
agreeably to the provisions of the Act of Congress approved twe 
May, eighteen hundred and twenty six, entitled “An act to apprc ‘rl 
lands for the support of schools in certain townships and fractional foq: 


T es 
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ships not before provided for.” And if such settler can bring hpm f 
or herself within the provisions of the act of fourth of September, Ñb- 
teen hundred and forty-one, or the occupants of the town site be afli êd 


to show a compliance with the provisions of the law of the twenty-tifrt of 
May, eighteen hundred and forty-four, then the right of preference g Bid 
by the said acts, in the purchase of such portion ofthe sixteenth and "i rE 
sixth sections, so settled and occupied, shall be in them respectively ap “if 
such sections had not been previously reserved for school purposeg?’§ : 
Would it not be well at this session of your Honorable Body togde Fig- 
nate, by law, the Superintendent of each county, to select other lgnds in 
lieu of those rightfully claimed by virtue of the above act? 2 
The following is a copy of a letter just received from the Commi sioner 
at Washington, touching this subject: 


- 


“ GENERAL LAND OFFICE, Nov. 25th, 


Sir:—In reply to your letter of the 9th inst., I have to state, tat the 
selections for school purposes may be made by the School Commisg loners, 
or other authority having charge of school matters, and be by thin re- 
ported to the district (land) office. The report or list will be the nate nis- 
mitted to this office to be submitted for the approval of the a mient, 
should no objections exist to the selections. I enclose for your ing>gma- 
tion, a copy of a circular issued by this office on the 30th Augusti 832, 
from which you will learn all particulars necessary to the making ofgp fop- 
er selections. 


Very Respectfully, 


t 
i 


f 4 
THOS. A. HENDRICKS, Commission P: 


The selection of these lands are to be made prior to the land sales and 
I deem it highly important that they be made at an early date; and} bst 
those in the several counties, on whom you may impose this duty, st tc 
it, that no school lands be surrendered by them on invalid claims. 


y 
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Many applications have been made to me for copies of the School Law. 
By virtue of Section 6, Chapter 18, I shall order the necessary copies to 
be printed. 

Section 28, of the School Law requires the County Superintendent to 
pportion all school monies in his hands among the several districts, in 
roportion to the number of persons therein. I would recommend that, 


holars between the ages of five and twenty-one years, be substituted for 
“sons. 


fifteenth day of October. Section 32 requires them to report on the 
1 day of November. I would recommend that Section 32 be repealed. 
ports from four counties only have been received, viz: Nemeha, Otoe, 
, ic ardson and Douglas, Nemeha has 9 districts, $400 school money and 
%5 cholars. In Otoe, a tax of 3 mills on a dollar has been assessed; 3 
t st cts and $78 school money are reported. Richardson has 2 schools in 
f er tion; no fund. Douglas reports 3 school districts and 4 schools now 
Si ssion. 


thf Respectfully Submitted, 


Section 22 makes it the duty of County Superintendents to report on 
r 
] 


JNO. H. KELLOM. 


REPORT OF THE TERRITORIAL TREASURER. 


OFFICE OF THE TERRITORIAL TREASURER, 
, Omana, November 8th, 1857. 


Toth’ Governor of Nebraska: 


$ $ Sm :—In accordance with the law requiring the Territorial Treas- 


ur@r # report the condition of the Treasury annually, I have the honor 
of fupmitting the following, to wit: 


DR. 


ib. $ 
Jañ @l5....To paid Warrant No 26, issued to L. H. Lathrop... 12 00 


Aubg 15...To amount of semi-annual interest paid on Territo- 
' ag rial Bonds due July 1, 1857............0005. 300 00 
Sep@ 26...To paid Warrant No 9, to C.B. Smith. .......... 175 00 


...Lo paid W. W. Wyman for money advanced to pay 
interest on Territorial Bonds due Jan. 1, 1857. 208 00 


$ 695 00 


x 


a 
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OR. 
1857, 
om Jan.1..... By amountin the Treasury. .........eseeeeeeeees 12 00 ; 
Feb. 18....By amount received of J. W. Pearman, Treasurer of 
Otoe Countys see ened s seus ee ee 250 00 
i July 7..... By amount received of Allen Root, administrator of 
the estate of T. G. Goodwill, (deceased,) late 
è f Treasurer of Douglas County..............5. 377 67 
y July 18....By amount received of J. W. Pearman, Treasurer of 
p Otog Countys esac nics irane 108 33 
a Aug. 13.. ..By amount received of Allen Root, administrator of 
the estate of T. G. Goodwill, (deceased,) late 
e Treasurer of Douglas County....... .... ... 978 06 
i Sept. 10... . By amount received of J. D. N. Thompson, Treasu-  ” 
p. r + rer of Douglas County. ...sesssessesosseece. 260 00 
$1-986 06 
Total amount paid Oub..... 0 ccc cccnes eens scans tagccssoees 695 00 - 


Balance (mostly warrants) in the Treasury...............000: $1 291 06 


It will be seen by the above that only two counties (Otoe and Douglas) 
have paid any Territorial revenue into the Treasury for the year 1857. 

I would again respectfully call the attention of the Legislature to this 
important subject, and would urge the adoption of more effectual mea- 
sures for the collection of the Territorial revenue. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. s 


: W. W. WYMAN, Territorial Treasurer. 


On motion of Mr. Donelan, 


Five thonsand copies of the Report were ordered to be printed for the 
use of the members. 


Mr, Poppleton, Chairman of the Committee on drafting rules, made the 
following Report: 


The undersigned committee, to whom was referred the subject of draft- 
ing permanentrules for the government of this House, beg leave to report 
that they have examined the standing rules of the last House ‘of Repre- 
sentatives, and recommend the adoption of the same without amendment 
or alteration. 


A. J. POPPLETON, 
; W. G. CRAWFORD, 
J. C. CAMPBELL. 
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On motion, 
The report was received and adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
One hundred and fifty copies of the Rules of the House were ordered 
to be printed for the use of the members. 


Mr. Campbell offered the following: 


Resolved, That George M. Mills be and’ is hereby entitled to a seat within. 
the bar as Reporter for the Chicago Times. 


Laid over under the rule. 


Mr. Sullivan moved that a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the committee from the Council, to present to the Legislative Assem- 
bly a Criminal Code for the Territory of Nebraska. 

Garried. 

Messrs. Sullivan, Poppleton and Crawford were appointed said commit- 
tee. 

On motion, 

The House now resolved itself into a committee of the whole on 1 the 
Governor's Message. 

Mr. Paddock i in “the chair. 

After remaining sometime therein, the committee arose and reported 
progress. 

Mr. Speaker in the chair. 

On leave, 
Mr. Strickland gave notice of a bill to regulate the manner and change the - 
day of holding the general elections in the Territory. 


On leave, Mr. Taggart introduced 


H: F. No. 2, “An act to amend the charter of the city of Fontenelle.” 
Read the first time. 
On motion of Mr. Strickland, . 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read the second time by its 
title, and referred to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Poppleton introduced 
H. F. No. 3, “An act to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act 
entitled an act to incorporate the Simpson University at Omaha City, N. 
T., approved Jan. 23d, A. D. 1856. 
Read first time. Eo 
Mr. Allen introduced 
H. F. No. 4, “An act to incorporate the town of Brooklyn. 
Read first time. 
Mr. King introduced 
H. F. No. 5, “A. bill to authorize the arbitration of causes pending in 
the District Courts. j 
Read first time, and, l . 
On motion, i 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read the second time by its 
title, and, 
On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, 
Referred to the Committee on the J udiciary. 
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Mr. Armstrong offered the following Resolution: 


Resolved, That the Governor's Message be referred as follows: 


That portion relating to the Capitol buildings, to the committe on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds. 


That portion relating to the Surveyor General, Emigrant line, Grants of 
Land for Railroads, Military Bridges and Wagon Roads, to the committee 
on Federal Relations. 


That portion relating to the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph, to the com- 
mittee on Internal improvements. 


That portion relating to the Currency, to the committee on Banks and 
Currency. 


That portion relating to Revenue, Report of Treasurer and County Ae- 
counts, to the committee on Ways and Means. 


That portion relating to Military Affairs, to the committee on the Militia 


That portion relating to the printing of the Laws, to the committee on 
Public Printing. 


That portion relating to Bankrupt and Relief Laws, Code of Practice, 
Territorial Courts and Election Laws, to the committee on the Judiciary. 


That portion relating to Industrial Societies, to the committee on Agri- 
culture. 


That portion relating to the School System, to the committee on Com- 


mon Schools, Colleges and Universities. 


That portion relating to Road Commissioners, to the committee on Roads 
and Bridges. 


On motion, 
The Resolution was adopted. 


Mr. King introduced i 
H. F. No. 6, “A bill to repeal an act locating the County Seat of Rich- 
ardson County.” : 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Hail, 
The rules were suspended and the bill was read the second time by ite 
title, and referred to the committee on County Seats and Boundaries, 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr. Speaker: 


I am instructed to inform your Hon. body, that the Council have 
appointed Messrs, Bowen and Salisbury a committee to confer with’a like 
committee on the part of the House, to investigate the condition of the 
Banks in the Territory, solvent and insolvent, and to report what Legisla- 
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tive action, if any, is necessary to protect the honor of the Territory, and 
the people from further loss, also to inquire into the expediency of enact- 
ing a general Banking law, similar to that of Wisconsin or Illinois. Also, 
I am instructed to inform you that the Council have added the name of 
L. L. Bowen-te the joint committee on the part of the Council, to re- 
port a Criminal Code. 

WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


Mr. Armstrong moved that a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the committee from the Council in relation to the Banks of this Ter- 
ritory. 

Carried. | 

Messrs. Armstrong, Strickland and Donelan were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
The House took a recess until 2 o'clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


The House met. j í 


Mr. Morton offered the following : 


Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be and is hereby empowered to employ 


such a person as engrossing and enrolling Clerk, as he may deem qualified: 
and fit for that position. 


Adopted. 
The Clerk appointed Mr. John Howard, of Cass, 


__ Mr. Taggart gave notice of a bill to incorporate the town of Monroe, in 
Monroe County. ~ a 


Also, ~ ` 

Of a bill to authorize L. Genard and others to keep a ferry upon the 
Loup Fork of Platte River. 

A call of the House was demanded. 

Messrs. Cooper, Davidson, Gates, Murphy, Poppleton, Paddock, Sullivan 
and Stewart of Washington were absent. i - 

On motion of Mr. Strickland, 

Messrs, Cooper, Davidson, Gates, Sullivan, and Stewart of Washington, 
were excused until Monday morning, at 9 o'clock, 


F 
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On motion of Mr. Morton, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after Messrs. Murphy, Poppleton 
and Paddock. : 
On motion, 
All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 


On leave, Mr. Hail introduced 
H. F. No. 74, “A bill for an act to authorize Wm. B. Hail, his associ- 
ates and assigns, to establish and keep a Ferry across the Missouri River, 
at Nebraska City, in Otoe county, N. T. 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Morton, i 
The House took a recess for fifteen minutes. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met. 


A call of the House demanded. 


Messrs. Poppleton and Murphy absent. 

Mr. Strickland moved that all further proceedings under the call be dis- 
pensed with, upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted 
as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Beck Clayes, Chambers, Cromwell, Done- 
lan, Hail, King, Morton, Robb, Stewart, of Douglas, Strickland and Tag- 

art—13. 
ý Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Crawford, Campbell, Jones, Mar- 
quette, Minick, Paddock, Steinberger, Sheldon, Thrall and Van Horn—12 

Carried. 

Mr. Morton moved to adjourn. 


Lost. 
Mr. Morton moved to take a recess for twenty minutes. 


l Lost. 


On leave, Mr. Paddock introduced 

H. F. No. 8, “An act adopting a part-of the Code of the first session’s 
laws. 

Mr. Holloway moved to suspend the rules and read the bill the second 
time. 

Lost. 

Mr. Morton moved to adjourn. 


Lost. 
Mr. Strickland moved to reconsider the vote by which the motion to sus- 


pend the rules that H. F. No. 8 might be read the second time was lost. 


Lost. 
A call of the House was demanded. 


All present. 
Mr. Morton moved to adjourn 


ve 
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Lost. 
On leave, 
Mr. Strickland gave notice of a bill to amend the city charter of Belle- 
vue. oy 
On leave, Mr. Steinberger introduced 
H. F. No. 9, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Rock Port to Elk 
Horn City.” 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Poppleton, 3 
The rules were suspended and the bill read the sccond time by its title, 
and referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
~ On motion, 
Leave of absence was granted to Messrs. Paddock and Strickland until 
Tuesday morning. 
On leave, 
Mr. Morton introduced 
H. F. No. 10, “An act to define the boundaries and to locate the seat of 
Justice of the County of Platte. 
Read first time. 


Mr. Crawford presented the following petition. 


Yo the Honorable, the Council and House of Representatives 
of the Territory of Nebraska: 


We, the undersigned; your petitioners, residents of Dakota county, and 
that portion of Dixon county lying between Dakota and Cedar counties, 
would most respectfully represent to your Honorable body that the interests 
of the inhabitants of this portion of the Territory would be much advanced 
by the organization of a new county, composed of that portion of Dixon 
county lying between Cedar and Dakota counties, and that portion of Da- 
kota county lying north of the line between townships No. 29 and 30, the 
boundaries of the new counties to be as follows, viz: commencing at a point 
where thetownship line between 29 and 30, strikes the Missouri River, 
thence west along the said line to the south line of Dakota county; thence 
west to the east line of Cedar county, thence north to the Missouri River, 
thence down the main channel of the Missouri River to the place of begin- 
` ping, and as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray. Dated the 7th 
day of November, A. D., 1857. 

Signed by Henry A, Fuller and about 300 others. 


On metion, 
The petition was referred to the committee on County Seats and Bounda- 
ries. 
On motion, 
Mr. Poppleton was granted leave of absence until Tuesday morning. 
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On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
The House adjourned until Monday morning. 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


MONDAY, December 14th, 1857. 


MORNING SESSION. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 


On motion of Mr. Holloway, 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Murphy, until Tuesday morning. 
Mr. Donelan presented the petition of Samuel Hahm to open the char- 

ter known as “an act to establishand keep a ferry across Platte river at Ce- 
dar Island, in the county of Cass.” 

On motion, 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Cor 

Mr. Holloway, on leave introduced, 


H. F. No. 12, “An act to repeal certain acts therein named. 
Read first time. 


On motion. 
The rules were suspended and the bill was read the second time by its 
title, and referred to the committee on Banks and Currency. 
The following notices of bills were given: 
By Mr. Armstrong, 
Of a bill authorizing limited partnerships. 
By Mr. Morton, 


Of a bill to prevent the improper and criminal use of deadly weapons. 
By Mr. Crawford, 


Of a bill to incorporate the town of Breckenridge, l’Hauqui Court 


porations, 


` eounty. 


By Mr. Clayes, 
Of a bill to prevent the issue of unauthorized paper currency. 
On leave, Mr. Armstrong introduced 
H. F. No. 18, “A bill relating to Mechanics Liens.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were. suspended and the bill was read second time by its title 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


/ 
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On leave, Mr. Taggart introduced, 

H. F. No. 14, “A bill to incorporate the town of Monroe, Monroe 
county. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Thrall gave notice of a bill authorizing the location of a Territorial 
Road from Omaha city to the mouth of the Horn river. 

Algo, 
Of a bill giving preference to certain claims in the settlement of es- 
tates. - 
By Mr. Cooper, 
Of a þill to prevent the improper issue of the Omaha and Chicago Bank. 
SO, 

Of a bill authorizing the county Recorder of Washington county to 

perform the duties of County Clerk. 
By Mr. Donelan, 

Of a bill to charter a ferry company across Platte River at Cedar Isl- 

and, in Cass county, and repeal the present charter. 
By Mr. Taggart, 

Of a bill relative to the formation of new counties and alteration of 
county lines. 

By Mr. Sullivan, 

Of a bill to create a new precinct in the southern part of Washington 
county. 

By Mr. Beck, 

Of a bill for the location of a Territorial Road from Nevitts landing, in 
Burt county, N. T., to Columbus, Platte county, N. T. 

On leave, Mr. Sullivan introduced, 

H. F. No. 15, «An act to amend Section 3, of Chapter 31, of the code 
passed and approved Feb. 13, A. D.} 1857, 

Read first time. ° 

On leave, Mr. Taggart introduced, 

H. F. No. 16, “A bill to establish a Territorial Road from Tekama to 
Fontenelle. 

Read first time. 

On leave, Mr. Crawford introduced, 

H. F. No. 17, “A memorial for a daily mail from Iowa city, Iowa, to 
Omaha city, N. T. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Cromwell gave notice of a bill to incorporate Pawnee city, Pawnee 
county. | — i 

Also, 

Of a bill to incorporate Table Rock city. 

Mr. Minick gave notice of a bill to amend the act entitled an act to re- 
strain sheep and swine from running at large in the counties of Cass, Ne- 
meha and Otoe. 

Mr. Steinberger offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That all persons asking seats within the bar of this House, as 
Reporters for papers, shall be admitted. 


On motion, 
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The resolution was tabled. 
Mr. Holloway offered the following resolution : 


` Resolved, That Mr. See be admitted to a seat in this body as reporter 
for the Florence Courier. 


On motion, 
The resolution was adopted. 
Mr. Armstrong gave notice of a bill to restrain all stock from running 
at large in the territory. 
Mr. Taggart introduced, 
H. F. No. 18, “An act to establish a Territorial Road from the Military 


Bridge on West Pappillon to Monroe, Monroe county via Fontenelle. 
Read first time. 


Mr Crawford introduced, 


H F. No 9, An act to incorporate the town of Tessong. 
Read first time. 


Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to report 


a bill exempting from taxation all improvements on real estate throughout 
the Territory. 


Laid over under the rule,- 
The following bills of the House were taken up and read the second 
time by their titles. 
H. F. No. 7, “An act to incorporate) the town of Syracuse.” 
On motion, 
Referred to Committee on Corporations. 
H. F. No. 3, “An act to amend Ån! act” entitled “an act to amend an 


act,” entitled “an act to incorporate Simpson University at Omaha city, 
N. T.,” approved Jan. 23d, A. D., 1856. 


Referred to Committee on Corporations. 

H. F. No. 4, “An act to incorporate the town of Brooklyn.” 

Referred to the Committee on Corporations. 

H. F. No. 10, “An act to define the| boundaries and to locate the seat of 
justice of the county of Platte.” 

Referred to the Committee on County Seats and boundaries. 


H. F. No. 8, “An act adopting a part of the code of the first sessions’ 
laws. 


Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


H. F. No. 74, “A bill for an act to authorize W. B. Hail, his associates 


and assigns, to establish and keep a Ferry across the Missouri River at 
Nebraska city, Otoe county, N. T. 


Referred to committee on Corporations. 
On motion, 


The following resolution was taken from the Table: 


Resolved, That George M. Mills be admitted to a seat within the bar, as 
reporter for the Chicago Times. 


Mr. Campbell moved the resolution be adopted. 
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Pending which, o, 
Mr. Thrall moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
Carried. , 
Mr. Steinberger moved to reconsider the vote on the resolution admit- 
ting Mr. See to a seat within the- bar as reporter for the Florence Courier. 
Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows. 
Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Campbell, Cooper, Gates, Morton, Sullivan, Stein- 
berger, Stewart, of Douglas, Stewart, of Washington, Taggart and Van 
Horn—11. 
-Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Benedict, Clayes. Crawford, Cham- 
bers,-Cromwell, Donelan, Davidson, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Minick, 
Robb, Sheldon and Strickland—17. 
- Lost. 
On motion, 
The following resolution was taken from the table. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to report 
a bill for a general law, regulating thei chartering of Ferry companies. 


On motion of Mr. Minick, 
The resolution was adopted. 
-On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
The following resolution was taken up and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections, be and are 
hereby required to report on the contested cases, from Washington coun- 
on Tuesday next. 


= 


Mr. Morton offered the-following: 


Resolved, That all persons claiming to be reporters for newspapers, out 
of the territory, be and are hereby permitted to furnish themselves with 
desks and seats outside the þar. ~ 


Mr. Steinberger moved to amend by inserting after the word “Territo- 
ry” the words “and within the Territory.” : 

Mr. Holloway nioved to lay the amendment on the table. 

Pending which, . 

A call of the House was demanded. 

Messrs. Marquette and Benedict were absent. 

On motion, 

All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

The vote being taken upon Mr. Holloways motion to lay the amendment 
upon the table, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Steinberger moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Crawford, Campbell, Clayes, Chambers, Cooper, 
Sullivan, Steinberger, Stewart, of Washington and Speaker—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Benedict, Cromwell, Donelan, David- 
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son, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Morton, Minick, Robb, Stewart, 
of Douglas, Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart and Van Horn—19. 
Lost. 
Mr. Thrall moved to amend by striking out the words “out of the terri- 
tory. 
Lost. 
On motion, 
The resolution was adopted. 
On leave, Mr. Morton introduced, 
H. F. No. 20, “An act to prevent the i improper and criminal use of dead- 
ly weapons. 
Read first time, 
On motion of Mr. Holloway, 
The rules were suspended and the bill read the second time by its title, 
and 
On motion, 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 
On motion of Mr. Hail, 
The committee was instructed to ‘report as early as possible upon the 
bill. 
On motion, 
The House took a recess until 2 o’clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


House met. 


Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution, which was laid over un- 
der the rule. 
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be authorized to appoint an additional 


engrossing ‘and enrolling Clerk, when, in his opinion, the services of one 
shall be needed. 


Also, the following: 


Resolved, That T. H. Robertson, Editor of the Nebraskian and George 
W. Hepburn, reporter of the Times be admitted within the þar as report- 
ers for those papers. 


= 


Laid over under the rule. 
Mr. Strickland ordered a call of the House. 
Messrs. Marquette and Benedict were absent. 


a 


Z 
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On motion, 

Leave of absence was granted those gentlemen. 

Mr. Armstrong moved a suspension of the rules that the resolution ad- 
mitting Messrs. Robertson and Hepburn within the bar as reporters, might 
be taken up. ' 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Chambers, Davidson, 
Hail, Holloway, King, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb and Thrall—14, 

Nays—Messrs. Crawford, Campbell, Cromwell, Cooper, Donelan, Gates, 
Jones, Murphy, Morton, Sullivan, Steinberger, Stewart, of Douglas, Stew- 
art, of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart and Van Horn—17. 

Lost. 

Mr. Armstrong gave notice of a bill to more clearly define the powers 
and duties of Notaries Public. : 

Mr. Steinberger gave notice of a bill to incorporate the Cleveland Land 
Company. 

On leave, Mr. Sullivan introduced, 

H. F. No. 21, “An act to regulate the exemption laws of Nebraska ter- 
ritory. 

Read first time. £ 

Mr. Holloway moved to suspend the rules and read the bill the seeond 
tome by its title. 
~ Lost. 

Mr. Morton gave rotice of a bill to provide for the erection of a Court 
House and Jail in the county of Otoe. 

Mr. Poppleton offered the following preamble and resolution : 


Wuereas, It is believed that many of the Ferry Franchises, heretofore 
granted by the Legislative Assembly across the Missouri, and all other rivers 
in the Territory, have been forfeited by a failure to comply with the provis- 
ions of their charters; and : 


Wuereas, It is important that every facility should be afforded for the 
safe and speedy crossing of said streams, at all seasons of the year, and 


Wuereas, The prosperity of this Territory is dependant, in a great meas- 
ure, upon the existence of such facilities ; therefore, be it 


Resolved, That a special committee of five be appointed to examine into 
the condition -f the various charters mentioned, and report what Legislation, 
if any, is demanded in rezard to them by the best interest of the Territory. 


Mr. Hail moved to suspend the rules, that the preamble and resolution 
might be taken up and acted upon. 
Carried. : 
ae Poppleton moved the adoption of the preamble and resolution. 
arried. i 
Messrs. Poppleton, Crawford, Hail, Strickland and King, were appointed 
said committee. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr. Speaker: 


I am instructed tó inform you that the Council have passed the follow- 
ing bill: 

C. B. No. 8, A bill for an act to consolidate the corporations of Nebraska 
city, south Nebraska city and Kearney city, and to incorporate Nebraska 
city. 

The concurrence of the House is respectfully requested. 


WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


On leave, Mr. Poppleton introduced, , 

H. F. No. 22, An act to incorporate the Omaha city Gas Company. 
Read first time. 

Mr. Strickland offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That.the Hons. A. J. Hanscom, Wm. Larimer Jr., W. E. Moore 
and all other ex-members of the Legislative Assembly, be admitted to seats 
within the bar of the House. i 


On motion, 
Adopted. ; 
Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, moved to take from the table the following 


resolution : 


Resolved, That George M. Mills be entitled to a seat within the bar, as 
reporter for the Chicago Times. 


Carried. 

Mr. Stewart moved the adoption of the resolution, upon which the ayes 
and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Crawford, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, Done- 
lan, Davidson, Gates, Jones, Murphy, Morton, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart, 
of Douglas, Stewart, of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Van Horn and 
Speaker—19. 

Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Hail, Holloway, King, 
Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Sullivan, Thrall and Taggart—13. 

Carried. 

On motion, 


The House adjourned. 
S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


/ 
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TUESDAY, December 15th, 1857. 


\ 


MORNING SESSION. 
{he House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. i 
The J ournal was read and approved. 


Mr. Armstrong introduced, — = 
H. F. No. 23, “an act to more clearly define the powers and duties of 
Notaries’ Public. | 


Read first time. 
Mr. Armstrong moved that the rules be suspended, the bill read the 


second time by its title, and fifty copies ordered to be printed for the use 


of the members. 
Carried. 


Mr. Murphy introduced, 
H. F. No. 24, “a memorial and joint resolution relative to the establish- 


ment of .a new surveying district, and the office of Surveyor General for 
the Territory of Nebraska. 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its title, and 
fifty copies ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. Morton introduced, ; 

H. F. No. 25, “an act to provide for the erection of a Court House and 
Jail in Otoe county, N. T. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Holloway moved that the committee on Banks and Currency, be 
instructed to report an amendment to H. F. No. 12, by striking out the 
words “The Bank of Tekama in Burt county.” 

Carried. i ; 

Mr. Stewart introduced, 

H. F. No. 26, “an act abolishing the use of private seals.” 

Read first time. l 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 

referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. Sullivan introduced, 
H. F. No. 27, “an act to create a new precinct in the Southern portion of 


~ 


Washington county. , 
Read first time. : 
Mr. Clayes introduced, 
H. F. No. 28, “an act to prohibit the issue and circulation of unauthorized 
Bank paper. 


Read first time.. i , 
Mr. Crawford gave notice of a bill to incorporate Dakota city, Dakota 


county, N. T. ; 
Mr. Donelan gave notice of a bill to lovate a Territorial road from 


t 
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Plattsmozth, in Cass county, on the most practicable route to Independence 
in said county. 
- Mr. Armstrong introduced, 
H. F. No. 29, “an act authorizing limited Partnerships.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
On motion, 
Fifty copies ordered to be printed for the use of the members, 
On motion. 
Fifty copies of H F. No. 25, “an act to provide for the erection of a 
Court House and Jail in Otoe county, were ordered to be printed for the 


- use of the members 


Mr. Morton gave notice of a bill to prevent the issue of all Bank bills 
under the denomination of ten dollars. 

Mr. Jones gave notice of a bill to create the office of the County Judge. 

Mr. Beck gave notice of a bill to locate a Territorial road from Woodville 
to Fontenelle, in Dodge county. 


The committee on Privileges and Elections made the following : 


REPORT. 

Your Committee, to whom was referred the Petition of Alonzo 
Perkin’s, praying for a seat in this body as Representative from Washing- 
ton county, would beg leave to report that they have had the same under 
consideration, and find that there was no evidence before the Committee 
that Mr. Perkins was elected at the last August élection, all of which is 
respectively submitted, 

J.C. CAMPBELL, Chairman. 
S. A. CHAMBERS 

J. W. PADDOCK, 
S. A. STRICKLAND, 
W. B. BECK. 


? 


Mr. Armstrong offered thé following resolution : 


Resolved, That the report of the Committee relative to the claim of 
Alonzo Perkins, be committed to a committee of the whole House, ard be 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow afternoon, and that the 


said Perkins be required to appear at that time, and present his testimony 
in the case. 


The Speaker declared the resolution out of order. 
On motion of Mr. Campbell, 
The report of the Committee was laid on the table. 
Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution. which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the report of the committee on Privileges and Elections 


- be taken from the table, and referred to a committee of the whole, and made 


the special order for to-morrow afternoon. 


Pa 
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Bills from the Council on their first and second reading being now in 
order. 

C. B. No. 8, “a bill for an act to consolidate the corporations of Nebraska 
City, South Nebraska City, and Kearney City, and to incorporate Nebraska 
City, was read first time. 

On motion of Mr Holloway, 

The bill was read the second time by its title, and referred to the 
committee on Corporations. 

Bills of the House on their second reading. 

H. F. No. 19, “an act to incorporate the town of Tessong. 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on Corporations. 

H. F. No. 18, “a bill to establish a territorial road from the Military 
bridge, on West Pappillon, to Monroe, Monroe county, via Fontenelle. 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 

H. F. No. 15, “an act to amend Sec. 3, of Chapter 31 of the code passed 
and approved Feb. 13th, A. D. 1857. 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

H. F. No. 16, “a bill to establish 4 territorial road from Tekama to 
Fontenelle. 

‘Was read second time, and referred to the committee on Roads and 
Bridges. 

H. F. No. 17, “a memorial for a daily mail from Iowa City, Iowa, to 
Omaha city, N. T.” 

Was read second time and referred to the committee on Federal Relations. 

H.-F. No. 14, “a bill to incorporate the town of Monroe, in Monroe 
eounty, 

Was read second time and referred to the committee on Corporations. 

H. F. No. 21, “an act to regtilate the Exemption laws of Nebraska Ter- 
ritory. 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on Agriculture. 

H. F. No. 22, “an act to incorporate the Omaha City Gas Company. 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on Corporations. 

On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock A. M. 


S. M. CURRAN, chief clerk. 


% 


WEDNESDAY, December 16th, 1857. 
MORNING SESSION. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 


Journal was read and approved. 
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On motion, - 
The following resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That the chief clerk be authorized to appoint an additional 
engrossing and enrolling clerk, when in his opinion the services of one 


shall be needed. 


‘The clerk appointed Mr. John E. Daly, of Douglas. . 


On motion, 
The following resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That T. H. Robertson, Editor of the Nebraskian, be admitted 


within the bar as reporter for that paper. Also, 
That G. W. Hepburn be admitted as reporter for the Omaha Times. 


The following notices of bills were given: 
By Mr. Strickland, 
Of a bill for an act to incorporate the town of Granada. 
By Mr. Jones, 
Of a bill for a Ferry charter on the Missouri river, at St. Johns, Dakota 
county, N. T. 
By Mr. Marquette, 
Of a bill to locate the County seat of Calhoun county. 
By Mr. Benedict. 
Of a bill to provide for taking the census, making apportionment, holding 
elections and other purposes. 
By Mr. Cromwell, 
Of a bill providing for the stay of Executions, and for other purposes. 
By Mr. Morton, 
Of a bill to incorporate the Otoe county Coal Mining Company. 
Mr. Campbell introduced, 
H. F. No. 80, “an act to Jay out and establish a territorial road from 
Nebraska city to Falls city, Richardson county.” 
Read first time. 
Mr. Crawford introduced, . 
H. F. No. 31, “an act to incorporate the Tepeota Town and Ferry Com- 


pan aa 


Read first time. 
On motion, 

The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 

referred to the committee on Corporations. 

Mr. Taggart introduced, 

H. F. No. 82, “a bill to establish the eastern boundary of Dodge county.” 

Read first time. 

Mr. Steinberger introduced, 

H. F. No. 33, “an act supplemmmtary to an act, entitled an act to ineor- 
orate the Platte valley Bank. Also to an act to charter the Bank of 
lorence. Also to an act for the charter of a Bank to be located in Omaha 

city, Douglas county, N, T., to be called the Bank of Nebraska Also an 
act to incorporate a Bank at De Soto, Washington county. Also to an act to 


charter the Bank of Tekama, in Burt county, N. T.” 


i 
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Read the first time. 
On motion, 

The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
On motion, 

Referred to the committee on Banks and currency, and fifty copies were 

ordered to be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. Stienberger introduced, 

H. F. No. 34, “an act to incorporate the Cleveland Land Company.” 

Read first time. 


_ 


The following reports of committees were received : 


~~ 


Your Committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 74, “a’bill for an act 
to authorize W. B. Hail, his associates and assigns, to establish and keep 
a Ferry across the Missouri river, at Nebraska city, Otoe county, N. T., beg 
leave to report the same back without amendment, and recommend its 


passage. 
C. T. HOLLOWAY, Chairman. 
P. G. COOPER. 
A. J. BENEDICT. 


l R 
On motion, 
The bill was re-committed to-the committee on the Judiciary. Also, . 
“Your committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 2, “a bill-to amend the 
charter of the city of Fontenelle,” report the same back, and recommend its 
passage with the following amendments, viz: after the word “serve” in Sec. 
2, insert “Said first election shall be held at the school house, in Fontenelle, 
between the hours of 10 o’clock A. M., and 5 o’clock P. M. of said day, and 
B. L. Keys, John Evans, and Rufus Brown, are hereby appointed Judges of 
said first election, and that said Judges shall be sworn and -qualified by any 
officer authorized to administer oaths, and that said election shall be 
conducted in the same manner that general elections are conducted, and in 
three days after said election, the said Judges shall make return of the same 
to the Judge of Probate of said county of Dodge, and it shall be the duty of 
the Judge of Probate to issue certificates of election to the persons elected 
for the respective offices of said city. 


C. T. HOLLOWAY, Chairman, 
P. G. COOPER, 

W. B. HAIL, 
À. 


Dec. 14th, 1857. j J. BENEDICT. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Your Committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 9, “a bill to locate a 
territorial road from Rockport to Elk Horn City,” also H. F. No. 16, “a bill 
to locate a territorial road from Tekama to Fontenelle, having had the same 
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under consideration, respectfully beg leave to report them back without 
amendment, and recommend their passage. 


JAMES STEWART, 
W. R. THRALO, 

' D. B. ROBB, 
JNO. S. MINICK, 
E. C. JONES. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. 


Your Committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 8, “an act adopting 
part third of the first session Laws,” beg leave to report the same back, and 
recommend its passage. Also, Your Committee to whom was referred H. F. 
No. 5, “a bill to authorize the arbitration of causes pending in the District 
Courts,” report the same back and recommend that it do not pass. 


W.G. CRAWFORD, Chairman, 
J.C. CAMPBELL, 

A.J. POPPLETON. 

P. €. SULLIVAN, 

T. M. MARQUETTE. 


Bills on their second reading. 
H. F. No. 27, “an act to create a new precint.in the Southern portion of 
Washington county. 
Read second time, and 
On motion, 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 
H. F. No. 28, “an act to prohibit the issue and circulation of unauthorized 
paper currency. 
Read second time, and 
On motion, 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. Poppleton offered the following resolution which was adopted: 


Resolved, That all bills relating to the formation of new elective precints, 
locating roads, &c, be referred to the committee on the Judiciary, with 
instructions to report whether or not there is not a general statute relating 
thereto, 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary relating to H. F. No. 8, “an 
act adopting a part of the first session Laws,” was adopted, and 

On motion, 
The bill was read the third time, passed, and its title agreed to. 


s 


Z 
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The report of the same committee in relation to H. F. No. 5, “a bill to 
authorize the arbitration of causes pending in the District Courts,” was 
adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

The bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The report of the committee on Corporations relative to H. F. No. 2, “a 
pill to amend the charter-of the city of Fontenelle, was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
The amendment proposed by the committee was adopted, and 
On motion, E 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Strickland moved to take a recess until 2 o’clock. 

Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 


The following resolution was taken from the table. 


Resolved, That John Y. Clopper be, and is hereby admitted to a seat 
within the bar of this House, as reporter for the Pittsburg Union. < 


Mr. Murphy moved the adoption of the resolution, upon which the ayes 
and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, Chambers, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Jones, Murphy, Marquette, Robb, Sullivan 
Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Strickland and Taggart—18. - 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Campbell, Cromwell, Hail, Holloway, 
King, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Sheldon, Thrall, and Van Horn—13. 

arried. 


On motion, ` 
The House took a recess until 2 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 
House met. — 


The following resolution, being the special order of business for the day, 
was taken from the table. 


Resolved, That the report of the committee on Privileges and Elections 
be taken from the table and referred to a committee of the whole House, and 
made the special order for to-morrow afternoon. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 
Mr. Speaker : 


I am instructed to inform you that the Council have passed C. 
B. No. 1, “An act to locate a territorial road from Omadi to the Elk Horn 
river,” and respectfully ask the concurrence of your Hon. Body therein. 


WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, moved that the House now resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole, to take into consideration the special order of. 
business of the day. 

Carried. 

Mr. Armstrong in the Chair. 

After remaining sometime therein, the Committee arose, and through 
their Chairman, Mr. Armstrong, reported that they had had under con- 
sideration the matter referred to them, of Mr. Perkins’ right to a seat in 
this House, that they have made some progress therein, and recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Petition of Mr. Perkins, the contest of Messrs. 
Cooper and Sullivan, and all the papers, Poll books, &c., sent to this House. 
from Washington, county, be referred to the committee of the whole House, 
and made the special order of Monday next, at 2 o'clock, P. M. 

On motion, 
The resolution was adopted. 
On motion, 

The House adjourned, 

S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk 


THURSDAY, December 17th, 1857. 


MORNING SESSION. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 


Journal was read and approved. 


t 
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Mr. Cromwell gave notice of a bill for an act to provide for changing 
the name of Pawnee county, to Buchanan county. 

Mr. Abbe introduced, : 

H. F. No. 35, “An act authorizing Amos J. Williamson to keep a ferry 
at Otoe City, Otoe county, N. T. 

Read first time. 

On motion, 
The rules were suspended, the bill read second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Corporations. = 
Mr. Campbell introduced, 
H. F. No. 36, “An act for the relief of Samuel W. Black.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, l 

The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time, and referred to 

the Committee on accounts and expenditures. 
Mr. Taggart introduced, 

H. F. No, 37, “A bill to authorize L. Genard and T. P. Parker, and 
their associates, to establish and keep a toll bridge or ferry across the 
Loup Fork of Platte River, at the town of Monroe, Monroe tounty, N. T. 

Read first time. | 

Mr. Donelan gave notice of a bill to create the county seat of Butler 
county. 

Mr. Paddock offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That W. A. Collins be, and is hereby admitted within the bar 
of this House, as reporter for the Iowa State Journal. i 


Mr. Armstrong moved to amend by adding, “that Jackson Barritt þe 
admitted within the bar of this House as reporter for the Detroit Free 
Press.” l 

Mr. Campbell moved to law the resolution and amendment on the table. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, Campbell, Cham- 
bers, Cooper, Donelan, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Sheldon, 
Taggart and Van Horn—17. ' 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Cromwell, Davidson, Jones, Murphy, Min- 
ick, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Sullivan, Steinberger and Stewart, of 
Douglas—12. 

Carried. 

Mr. Sullivan gave notice of a bill to amend section 3, of chapter 8, of 
the code passed and-approved Feb. 18th, 1857. 

Mr. Taggart gave notice of a bill to incorporate the De Witt Collegiate 
Institute. s 

Mr. Chambers gave notice of a bill to charter a Ferry across the shute 
between Sonora Island and the main shore of the Missouri River, on the 
Nebraska side.. 

Also, 
Of a bill to charter a ferry across the Missouri River at Mount Vernon. 
Mr. Poppleton introduced, 
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H. F. No. 38, “An act to assign the Justices of the Supreme Court, 
their respective Judicial Districts.” ` 
Read first time. 
On motion, 


The rules were suspended, the bill read the second time by its title and 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The committee on the Judiciary made the following 
“REPORT: 


Your committee to whom was referred H. F. No, 13, “A bill relating 
to Mechanics Leins,” do hereby report a substitute and recommend the 
adoption of the same. 

Mr. Thrall moved to suspend the rules and take up and act upon the 
report. - 

Carried. : 

On motion, 

The report was adopted, and the substitute read. 

Mr. Holloway moved to amend by striking out in section 5, the words 
‘one year,” and insert the words “six months.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Minick moved that the report, bill and substitute, be postponed and 
made the special order for to-morrow, at 2 o’clock P. M. 

Carried. 


< 


The Committee on the J udiciary also 
REPORT: 


Your committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 26, “An act abolish- 

ing private seals,” report the same back and recommend its passage. 
Also 

H. F. No. 15, “An act to amend section 3, of chapter 31, of the code 

passed and approved Feb. 13, A. D., 1857.” 
Iso, : 

H. F. No. 27, “An act to create a new precinct in the southern portion 
of Washington county,” report the same back and recommend that they 
do not pass. 


' W. G. CRAWFORD, Chairman, 
T. M. MARQUETTE, 
J. ©. CAMPBELL, 
A. J. POPPLETON, 
P, C. SULLIVAN. 


On motion, 
The report was received, 


7 
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Mr. Thrall offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the rules of this House be- so amended as to require all 
bills coming from the hands of committees as substitutes for other bills, to 
pass through their usual course and receive their three seperate readings. 


Laid over under the rule. 
Bills from the Council on their first and second reading. 
C. B No.1, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Omadi to the 
Elk Horn River.” 
Was read first time. 
The following bills from the House were taken up and disposed of as 
follows: 
H: F. No. 2, “A bill for an act to amend the charter of the city of Fon- 
tenelle,” i 
Was read third time, passed and its title agreed to. 
H. F. No. 34, “An act to incorporate the Cleveland Land Company.” 
Was read the sccond time, and, on motion, referred to the Committee on 
Corporations. 
H. F. No. 32, “A bill to establish the eastern boundary of Dodge 
county.” l 
Was read the second time, and, on motion, referred to the committee on 
County seats and Boundaries. 
- H. F. No. 30, “An act to lay out and establish a Territorial Road from 
Nebraska City to Falls city, in Richardson county,” l 
Was read second time, and, on motion, referred to committee on Roads 
and Bridges. 
The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, in relation to 
H. F. No.26, “An act abolishing the use of Private Seals” was taken 
up and adopted. 
On motion, > 
The bill was read the third time. 
Mr. Holloway moved that the bill do now pass. 
Pending which 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
The House took a recess until 2 o’clock, P. M. : 


r% 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 
House met. 


The question now recurring upon the passage of H. F. No. 26, the ayes 
and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, 
Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, 
King, Marquette, Minick, Robb, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon, Striekland, 
Thrall, Taggart, Van Horn and Speaker—25. ; 
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Nays—Messrs. Cooper, Donelan, Mortan; Poppleton, Paddock, Sullivan l 
and Steinberger—7. 

Carried. 

On motion, 

The title was agreed to. 

The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary in relation to H. F. N o. 
27, “An act to create a new r precinct i in the southern portion of Washing- 
ton county; and 

H. F. No. 15, “An act to Sa Sec. 3 of chapter thirty-one of the Code, 
passed and approved Feb. 13th, 1857,” 

Was taken up and adopted; and, l 

On motion of Mr. Poppleton, A 
The bill was indefinitely postponed. 

On leave, Mr. Strickland introduced 
H. F. No. 39, “An act to incorporate the town of Granada,” 
Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, the bill read second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Corporations. 

On leave, Mr. Crawford introduced 

H. F. No. 40, “An act to incorporate the town of Breckenridge, and es- 
tablish a ferry at same point” 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 

referred to the committee on Corporations. 
On leave, Mr. Crawford introduced 

H. F. No. 41, “An act to amend Sec. 11 of chapter No. 5, entitled “At- 
torneys and Counsellors.” 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, bill read second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Holloway gave notice of a bill for the sale of the Territorial Capitol 
to sas the City of Omaha to redeem the City Script already issued. 

On leave, 


The committee on Federal Relations made the following 
REPORT : 


Your Committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 17, “A memorial for a 
daily mail from Iowa City, Iowa, to Omaha City, N. T., have had the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to report it back and recommend its 


passage, 
S. A. DONELAN, Chairman. 
On motion, 
The Report was adopted. 
On leave, Mr. Taggart introduced 
H. F. No. 42, “A bill relative to new counties and county lines.” 
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Read first time. 

On leave, Mr. Sullivan introduced 

H. F. No. 48, “An act to amend Sec. three of chapter eight of the Code 
passed February 13th, A. D. 1857.” 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, the bill read second time, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Morton offered the following Resolution: _ 

Resolved, That Wm. P. Snowden be, and is hereby most respectfully invi- 
ted to condescend to take a seat within the bar of the House as Reporter 
for the Edinburgh Quarterly Review. 

Laid over under the Rule. 

Mr. Armstrong moved that the following Resolution and amendment be 
taken from the table. 

Resolved, That W. A. Collins be, and is hereby admitted within the bar 
of this House, as Reporter for the Iowa State Journal, and the amend- 
ment that Jackson Barrett be admitted within the bar of this House as Re- 
porter for the Detroit Free Press. 

Carried. l ' 

Mr. Morton moved to amend by adding the words “ That Jesse Shoema- 
ker þe also admitted as Reporter for the New York Evangelist.” 

Mr. Campbell moved to lay the Resolution and amendment on the table 
for thirty days. 

Lost. 

The question now recurring upon the adoption of the amendment to the 
amendment, it was carried. 

On motion, 

The amendment tothe Resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Morton moved the adoption of the Resolution, upon which the ayes 
and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Gates, Jones, Murphy, Stewart of Douglas, Strickland 
and Thrall—6. * 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, 
Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Hail, Hollo- 
way, King, Marquette, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Sullivan, 
Steinberger, Sheldon, Taggart and Van Horn.—26. 


Lost. 
Mr. Morton moved toreconsider the vote. 
Lost. N 
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 
Mr. Speaker : T 


I am instructed to inform your Hon. body that the Council have | 
passed 
C. B. No. 3, “An act to incorporate the town of Omadi, in Dakota - 
county,” . 
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C. B. No. 4, “A bill for an act to provide for the repeal of an act enti- 
tled an act to restrain sheep and swine from running at large in Dakota 
county.” 

C. B. No. 9, “An act to incorporate the town of Greggsport.” 

C. B. No. 14, “An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the 
University of Nebraska.” . 

C. B. No. 2, “An act to incorporate the City of Washington, in Dakota 
county.” 

Also, : 

The accompanying Joint Resolution, and the concurrence of the Coun- 

cil is respectfully requested. 


WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


Mr. Paddock moved that the Resolution admitting George M. Mills to 
the floor of this House as Reporter for the Chicago Times, be recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. Strickland moved to lay that motion on the table, upon which the 
ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Crawford, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, 
Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Jones, King, Murphy, Marquette, Sulli- 
van, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Strickland and Mr. Speaker—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Hail, Holloway, Morton, 


Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Sheldon, Thrall, Taggart and Van 
Horn-—15. 


Carried. 7 


On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
The House adjourned, 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


FRIDAY, December 18th, 1857. 


MORNING SESSION. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prayer by the Chaplain. 


The Journal was read and approved. 


a : 
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~ _ 


On leave, Mr. Cromwell introduced 
H. F. No. 44, “A bill for an act to authorize John A. Singleton to erect 
a mill-dam across the South Fork of Grand Nemeha River, in Richardson ` 
county.” = 
Read first time. 
On motion, : 
The rules were suspended and the bill read second time and referred to 
the Committee on Corporations. 


o 


MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE. 


1o the Honorable, the Council and House of Representatives 
Legislative Assembly of Nebraska: 


I respectfully call your attention to the facts that while under the law 
authorizing the appointment of Commissioners of Deeds in other States 
and Territories; (chapter 31, section 41, page 86, second session) only one 
Commissioner can be created in each city or county—the recent Execu- 
tive has appointed several in the cities of New York, Philadelphia, &c. 

The official acts of many, are hence, legally invalid, and as serious per- 
plexity and loss must result in the transfer of real estate, and in other re- 
spects, it seems necessary to pass a special law, legalizing acts already done 
under seal, and to amend the law of 1856, so as to allow the appointment 
of a greater number of such officers in the large cities. i 


THOMAS B. CUMING. 


Exxrcutive CHAMBER, 
December 17. 1857. 


On motion, 

The Message was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
On leave, 

The Committee on Agriculture made the following 


wi 


REPORT. 


Your committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 20, “An act to 
prevent the improper and criminal use of deadly weapons, having had the 
same under consideration, beg leave to- report the same back with the fol- 
lowing amendments: In the- first sec. strike out “one hundred” and insert 
the word “ten;’’ also, in the same section strike out “five hundred” and 
insert “one hundred,” so as the bill will read “not less than ten, nor more 
than one hundred.” Allof which is | 


Respectfully Submitted, 


S. A. CHAMBERS, 
J. VAN HORN, 
MICHAEL MURPHY, 
A. F. CROMWELL. 
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Also, 
The following minority report was received, 


Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of House of Representatives, 
of the Territory of Nebraska: 


The minority of your Committee on Agriculture to whom was re- 

ferred H. F. No. 20, entitled “An act to prevent the improper and crimi- 
nal use of deadly weapons,” having had the same under advisement, beg 
leave to report as follows: 
Under the insufficient, loose and unsettled criminal code at present 
in force in this Territory, it is well known that many, and serious difficul- 
ties arise, wherein personal violence is frequently threatened and often 
used. Itis furthermore well known that these difficulties and affrays 
most generally arise in relation to disputes concerning claims and farms 
—the soil which we cultivate, and upon which we have our homes—and 
for this reason, no doubt, the House has honored your Committee on Ag- 
riculture by this, to some, seemingly singular reference. 

Human life, as the gift of that Supreme Being who overrules the 
destinies of men and notes their inmost thoughts and deeds, should be re- 
garded by all, as something to invaluable and sacred to be subjected to the 
thoughtless and reckless threats of unprincipled and desperate men. And 
yet it is a well established fact that day after day, upon our public high- 
ways, in public meetings, and even within the domestie circle, men talk 
of cutting out each others hearts, letting daylight through each other by 
force of powder and ball, and brandish Bowie knives and revolvers, as 
though they were the only statutes of Nebraska, and every citizen had a 
power of Attorney to use them at his own discretion. 

Bullies and rowdies, and flunkies, cowards and braggarts parade 
our streets blowing and blustering with oaths and threats against the lives 
of their fellow citizens, ominously exhibiting their pistols and knives, and 
swearing deadly vengeance against any and all who may offend them in 
the slightest degree; and, taking this state of facts into consideration, 
your committee deem the enactment of such a law as thé one under con- 
sideration, as of vital importance to the protection and well being of soci- 
ety And yet further your committee deem the act under consideration, 
as peculiarly fit and appropriate to meet the exigencies of the times inas- 
much as it does not prevent the carrying of arms when occasion may seem 
to demand it. Your committee suggest that the bill be amended in sec- 
tion 1, by striking out “one hundred” and inserting “ten” and thus amen- 
dended your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


All of which is Respectfully Submitted, 
J. STERLING MORTON. 


On motion, 
The reports were received. 


The following bills from the Council were taken up and disposed of + 
follows : 


a 
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C. B. No. 2, “An act to incorporate the city of Washington in Dakota 
county.” l 
Read first time. 
C. B. No. 3, “An act to incorporate the town of Omadi, in Dakota 
county. 
Read first time. 
C. B. No. 4, “Substitute for a bill for an act to provide for the repeal of 
an act” entitled “an act to restrain sheep and swine from running atlarge,”’ 
approved March 2d, 1855. 
Read first time. 
C. B. No. 14, “An act to amend an act” entitled “an act to incorporate 
the University ‘of Nebraska.” 
Read first time. 
C. B. No. 1, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Omadi to the 
Elk Horn River.” 
Read first time, and 
On motion, 

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Bridges. 

A Joint Resolution relative to delegate in Congress, 
On motion, 

The Joint Resolution was sent back to the Council for the proper en- 
dorsement (by the Clerk of the Council) as to its adoption by that body. 

On motion, 
The House took a recess until 2 o’clock. 


wee 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


House met. 
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr. Speaker: 


I am instructed by thé Council to return you C. B. No. 9, “An 
act to incorporate the town of Greggsport,” sent back to the Council for 
enrollment, and to inform your honorable body, that the Council does not 
order bills enrolled until they have passed both Houses, and the bill being 
perfect, its engrossment was dispensed with by order of the Council. 

I also return youa Joint Resolution relative to delegate in Con- 
gress. 


WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 
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The special order of the day being the further consideration of . 
H. F. No. 13, “A bill relating to mechanics leins.” 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

The House resolved itself into a a Committee of the Whole, to further 
consider said bill. 

Mr. Armstrong in the Chair. : 

After remaining sometime therein, the committee arose and reported 
that the bill pass as amended by the committee. ` 

Mr. Paddock moved to amend by adding to sec. 7, the words “all acts or 
parts of acts relating to mechanics leins, heretofore passed, are hereby re- 
pealed.” 

On motion, 

The amendments were adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

The bill was ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
On motion, _ 

The Joint Resolution relative to Delegate in Congress was read. 

Mr. Holloway moved that the resolution be adopted. 

Pending which, 

Mr. Armstrong moved that the resolution be refered toa select committee 
of three, with authority to sendfor persons and papers concerning the matter 
in question. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Jones,Murphy, Minick, 
Poppleton, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon, Thrall and Van Horn 
—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Pad- 
dock, Robb, Sullivan, Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Taggart and Mr. 
Speaker—21. 

Lost. 

Mr. Steinberger moved to amend by adding this section. 

What is contained in the foregoing sections is merely our individual 
belief, no evidence being before the House in regard to the charges made 
against Judge Fenner Furguson, upon which we can decide either pro or 
con. 

Pending which, 

Mr. Armstrong arose to a point of order, which was that the resolution 
involving debate under the rules of the House must lay over one day. 

The Speaker desided that this was not a resolution within the rule, as it 
was sent into the House from the Council the preceeding day. 

An appeal was taken from the decision of the Speaker. 

The question now was, shall the decision of the Speaker be the sense of 
the House. 
` Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, 
Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Robb, Sullivan, Stewart of 
Washington, Strickland, Taggart and Van Horn—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, 
Jones, Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart- of 
Douglas, Sheldon and Thrall—15. 
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So the Chair was sustained. 

On motion Mr. Sullivan was excused until Monday morning. 

The question now recurring upon Mr. Steinbergers amendment. 

Mr. Holloway moved to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. Hail in the chair. 

The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Gates, Hail, 
Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Robb, Stewart of Washington, Strick- 
land, Taggart, Van Horn and Mr. Speaker—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Amstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, 
Donelan, Davidson, Jones, Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Steinberger, 
Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon and Thrall—17. 

Lost. 

Mr. Morton moved to postpone further consideration of the resolution until 
next Tuesday, and that it be the special order of that day at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. 

Mr. Poppleton moved to lay thatmotion on the table. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded. 

Pending which, 

A call of the House was ordered. 

All present. 

The ayes and nays were now taken upon Mr. Poppletons motion to table 
and resulted as follows: 

‘Ayes—Messrs. Amstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon, 
Thrall and Van Horn—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan,. 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Paddock, Robb, 
Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Taggart and Mr. Speaker—19. 

Lost. 

Mr. Poppleton moved to amend the motion to postpone by striking out the 
words “until Tuesday morning next,” and insert the words “thirty days.” 

Mr. Decker moved to lay the motion on the table. 

The ayes and nays were demanded. 

Pending which, 

Mr. Poppleton moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

Mr. Paddock moved to amend by striking out the words “to-morrow 
morning,” and insert the words “Monday morning.” 

The ayes and nayes were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, Murphy, Poppleton, 
and Paddock—’7. _ 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, 


Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Mor- - 


ton, Minick, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart, of Douglas, Stewart, of Washing- 
ton, Sheldon, Strickland, Thrall, Taggart, Van Horn and Speaker—26. 
Lost. : 
And the motion to adjourn until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock, was 
carried. i 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk., 
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SATURDAY, December 19th, 1857. 


MORNING SESSION. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 


The Speaker remarked that the first business in order, was the unfinish- 
ed business, being the Joint Resolution relative to Delegate in Congress. 


Mr. Armstrong arose to a point of order, viz: 


That the Resolution alluded to was not in the order of the day, and was 
not now, consequently, in order. 


Mr. Speaker decided that the Resolution was in order. 

Mr. Campbell appealed from the decision. 

A call of the House was demanded. 

Mr. Cooper abseni on leave. 

The question recurring upon the appeal, the ayes and nays were demand- 
ed and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Chambers, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, 
Robb, Strickland, Taggart and Van Horn—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Campbell, 
Cromwell, Cooper, Donelan, Jones, King, Murphy, Marquette, Morton, 
Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of 
Washington and Thrall—21. 

So the Speaker was not sustained. 


Mr. Benedict presented a petition of Geo. Neil and 24 others, praying 
for a Ferry charter for a Ferry across the Missouri River. 
On motion of Mr. Hail, 
Referred to the committee on Corporations. 


Mr. Minick offered the following Resolution: 


Resolved: That no smoking be allowed within the bar or in the lobby of 
this House, during session, and that the Sergeant-at-arms be instruct- 
ed to enforce this Resolution. 


Mr. Campbell moved a suspension of the rule, and that the Resolution 


‘be adopted. 


Call of the House demanded. 

Messrs. Jones, King, Steinberger and Strickland were absent. 
On motion, 

The Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after absentees. 
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On motion of Mr, Campbell, 
All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 
The question now recurring upon the motion to suspend the rules, it was 
lost, and the Resolution was laid over under the rule. 
The following notices of bills were given: 
By Mr. Minick, 
Of a bill changing the Western boundary of Nemeha county. 
By Mr Cooper, 
Of a bill to incorporate the town of Belle Plain 4 in Burt county.” 
By Mr. Murphy, 
Of a bill regulating the.duties and fees of Tn Surveyors. 
By Mr. Robb, | 
Of a bill to incorporate the Wyoming Mills and Manufacturing Com- 
pan 
Also: 


Of a bill to charter a Ferry on the Missouri River, at Wyoming, 
By Mr. King, 


Of a bill for an act fixing the rate of toll for grinding and for other pur- 
Oses. 
: Also, 
Of a "pill for an act to encourage the killing of wolves i in the counties of 
Richardson and Pawnee. 
Mr. Thrall introduced 
H. F. No. 45, “An act to establish a Territorial Road from Omaha City 
to-Forest City, i in Sarpy. 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title and 
referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Mr. Morton introduced 
H. F. No. 46, “An actto amend an act entitled an act regulating the dis- 
posal of lands purchased i in tracts for town sites. 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Cromwell introduced 
H. F. No. 47, “An act for the stay of Executions in the Justices 
Courts.” 
Read first time. 
A call of the House demanded. 
Mr. Holloway absent. 
On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was dispatched after absentee. 
On motion, 
All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 
Mr. Crawford moved to adjourn, upon which the ayes and nays were had, 
with the following result. 


Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
Poppleton, Paddock, Thrall and Van Horn—10, 
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Nays—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Robb, Stewart of Wash- 
ely Sheldon, Strickland and Taggart—17. 

ost. 

Mr. Donelan moved to take a recess until 2 o’clock. 

Pending which 

Mr. Poppleton moved to adjourn till Monday, 2 o'clock. 

The ayes and nays were had with the following result: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart. of Douglas, 
Thrall and Van Horn—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan; 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Robb. Stewart 
of Washington, Strickland and Taggart—18. 

Lost. 

Call of the House demanded. 

All present. ` 

a Poppleton moved to take a recess until Monday, at 9 o’clock. | 

ost. 

Mr. Campbell moved to take a recess until 2 o’clock. 

Pending which, 

Mr. Abbe moved to adjourn until Monday morning, 10 o’clock, upon 
which the ayes and nays were taken, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 


= Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas and Van 


Horn—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette,Morton, Paddock, Robb, 
Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Thrall and Taggart—20, 

Lost. 

Mr. Paddock moved to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. Morton moved to lay that motion on the table. 

Carried. 

Mr. Poppleton moved to adjourn until Monday morning, at a quarter 
past 11 o'clock, upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted 
as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
ee Minick, Poppleton, Stewart of Douglas, Steinberger and Van 

orn—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Paddock, Robb, 
sete of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart and Thrall—20. 

ost. ` 
` Mr. Steinberger moved to adjourn until Monday morning at half past 9 
o'clock. 

Lost. 

The question now, recurring upon Mr. Campbell’s motion to take a re- 
cess until 2 o'clock. 

Carried. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION, 


| 
4 


House met. 


On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and 
H. F. No. 47, “An act for the stay of Executions in Justices Courts,” 
Was read a second time by its title, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 


The committee on the Judiciary made the following 


REPORT. 


EAD 


Your committee, to whom was referred H. F. No. 38, “An act to assign 
the Justices of the Supreme Court to their respective judicial districts, re- 
port the same back, and recommend its passage: 

Your committee also report H. F. No. 9, “An act to locate a Territorial 
Road from Rock Port to Elk Horn City;” also, H. F. No. 16, “A bill to 
establish a Territorial Road from Tekema to Fontenelle,” and find that the 
objects to be obtained by such acts are provided for by an act entitled an 
act for locating, opening, repairing and changing county roads, passed and 
approved Jan. 26th, 1856. 


W. G. CRAWFORD, Chairman, 
T. M. MARQUETTE, 

J. C. CAMPBELL, 

A. J. POPPLETON, 


On motion, 
The Report was received. s 
The following bills from the Council were taken up and disposed of as 
follows: 
C. B. No. 9, “An act to incorporate the town of Greggsport.” 
On motion of Mr. Morton, 
Was ordered back to the Council for engrossment. 
C. B. No. 14, “An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the 
University of Nebraska.” . 
Read second time. : 
Mr. Morton moved to amend Sec. 1, by striking out the name of G. M. 
Morrell, and inserting A. R. Gillmore. 
Carried. £ 
On motion of Mr. Strickland, the bill was read the third time by its 
title, passed and title agreed to. 
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C. B. No. 4, A substitute for a bill for an act to provide for the repeal of 


_ an act entitled an act to restrain sheep and swine from running at large. 


Approved March 2d, 1855. 
Read second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 

Referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

C. B. N o. 3, “An act to incorporate the town of Omadi, in Dakota 
county.” e 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

Referred to the committee on Corporations.” 

C. B. No. 2, “An act to incorporate the city of Washington, in Dakota 
county.” 

Read the second time, and referred to the committee on Corporations. 

The committee on Engrossed and Enrolled bills reported 

H. F. No. 13, “An act relating to Mechanics’ Liens” as correctly en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

The rules were suspended, and the bill read third time by its title, pass- 
ed, and its title agreed to. 

H. F. No. 19, “A memorial and Joint Resolution for a daily mail from 
Iowa City, Iowa, to Omaha City, N..T.,” 

Was read third time, passed, and title agreed to. 

H. F. No. 24, “A memorial and Joint Resolution relative to the estab- 
lishmentof a new surveying district, and the office of Surveyor General for 
the Territory of Nebraska,” 

Read third time, passed and title agreed to. 

H. F. No. 16, “A bill to establish a Territorial Road from Tekema to 
Fontenelle,” 

Was read third time, and, on motion, passed and its title agreed to. 

H:F. No. 38, “An act to assign the Justices of the Supreme Court to 
their respective Judicial Districts,” and ` 

H. F. No. 9, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from a Elk 
Horn City,” 

Were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 
H. F. No. 42, “A bill relative to new counties, and alteration of county 


Jines,” 


Was read second time by its title, and, 
On motion, 

Referred to the committee on County Seats and Boundaries. 

H. F. No. 25, “an act to provide for the erection of a Court House 
and Jail in Otoe county, N. T.” 

Was read second time by its title, and 

On motion, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

H. F. No. 37, “a bill to authorize L. Gerrard and T. P. Parker, and 
their associates, to establish and keep a toll bridge or ferry across the 
Loup Fork of the Platte river, at the town of Monroe, in Monroe county.” 

Was read the second time, and, 
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On motion, 
Referred to the committee on Corporations. 
The joint resolution relative to delegate in Congress was now taken up. 
The question recurring upon the motion to lay upon the table Mr. 
Poppleton’s amendment to the motion to postpone, upon which the ayes 
and nays were had with the following result. ` 


Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Paddock, 
Robb, Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Taggart, and Van Horn—19. 


Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon, 
and Thrall—13. 


Carried. 
Mr. Strickland moved to lay the motion to postpone on the table, upon 
which the ayes and nays were had and resulted as follows : 


Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Davidson, 
Donelan, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Paddock, Robb, Stewart 
of Washington, Strickland, Taggart, and Van Horn—18. 


Nays—Messrs. ,Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
Murphy, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, 
Sheldon, and Thrall—14, 


Carried. : 
Mr. Strickland moved to lay Mr. Steinberger’s amendment on the table, 
upon which the ayes and nays were had, and resulted as follows: 


Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Robb, Steinberger, 
Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Taggart, Van Horn and Speaker—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
Murphy, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Stewart of Douglas, 
Sheldon and Thrall—14. 


ee 


Carried. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend by striking out all after the word 
“resolved,” and inserting “that we are content to submit the question of 
the election of Judge Furguson to the United States House of Represent- 
atives, believing that as they have all the testimony-before them, they will 
decide according to the law and the evidence.” i 

Mr. Strickland moved to lay the amendment on the table, upon which 
the ayes and nays were demanded. 

Pending which, a call of the House was ordered. 

Mr. Morton was absent. 
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On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was dispatched after absentees 
On motion, 

All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

The ayes and nays were taken upon tabling the amendment, and 
resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Paddock, 
Robb, Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Taggart, Van Horn, and Mr. 
Speaker—20. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon 
and Thrall—13. 

Carried. 

Mr. Crawford offered the following resolution as a substitute to the one 

ending : 

Resolved, That resolutions either in support of, or the intention of which 
is to effect private character, and of too purely a personal matter to be 
entertained by this body, That in the opinion of this House, the Courts 
are the only and proper place of resort for remedies against injuries 
sustained, either against the person or reputation of an individual, that we 
do re- -affirm, and have an abiding confidence in the truth and justice of 
that proposition of the common law, as expounded by Blackstone under 
the part entitled “Rights of persons,” which is as follows: that “the 
security of his reputation, or good name, from the arts of detraction and 
slander, are rights to which every man is entitled by reason and natural 
justice: since without these it is impossible to have the perfect enjoyment 
of any other advantage or right.” 

Ruled out of order. 

Mr. Holloway moved the previous question. 

The Speaker decided that no debate could be allowed on the previous 
question. 

An appeal was taken from the decision. 

The question now was, shall the decision of the Chair be the opinion of 
the House, upon which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as 
follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, 
Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, 
Thrall, Taggart and Van Horn—23. 

N ays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Jones, Murphy, 
Minick, Steinberger, and Stewart of Douglas—9. 

So the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. Poppleton moved a re-consideration of the vote. Ruled out of order. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to lay the main question on the table. 

Ruled out of order. 

The question now being “shall the main question be now put?” upon 
which the ayes and nays were taken and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Morton. Poppleton, 
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E Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Thrall, Taggart, and Van Horn 
—2Z(). 

Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Jones, Murphy, 
Minick, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, and Sheldon—11. 

Carried. ae 

Mr. Poppleton moved to reconsider the vote. 

Ruled out of order. 

Fhe question now recurring upon the adoption of the resolution, the 
ayes and nays were taken, and resulted as follows : - 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Poppleton, 
Paddock, Robb, Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Taggart, Van Horn, 
and Mr. Speaker—21. l 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, 
Murphy, Minick, Stewart of Douglass, Steinberger, Sheldon and Thrall 
—12. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

On motion, 

The preamble was adopted. 

Mr: Poppleton moved to re-consider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted. 

Pending which, 

Mr. Poppleton moved to adjourn until Tuesday, 10 o’clock, A. M, upon 
which the ayes and nays were had, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Crawford, Jones, Murphy, Minick, 
Poppleton, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, and Thrall—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette,Morton, Robb, Stewart 
of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart, and Van Horn—19, 

Lost. : 

On motion, . - 


The House adjourned until Monday, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 
S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


MONDAY, December 21st, 1857. _ 


MORNING SESSION. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 


The Journal was read. 


74. Monday, December 21st, 1857. 


Mr. Morton moved to amend the Journal by striking out the words 
“Mr. Strickland moved to lay the motion to re-consider upon the table.” 
Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows : 
Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Campbell, 
Cromwell, Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Hail, Jones, King, Murphy, Mar- 
quette, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart, 
of Douglas, Stewart, of Washington, Sheldon, Thrall and Van Horn—26. 
Nayes—Messrs. Benedict, Chambers, Gates, Holloway and Strickland-5. 
Carried. 
Mr. Holloway, moved to amend the Journal so that it would appear that 
he had moved the previous question, instead of Mr. Strickland. 
Carried. 
On motion, 
The Journal was approved as corrected, 
Mr. Crawford in the Chair. 
Mr. Hail presented a petition from Orin Jackson and others, relative to 
a Ferry charter at Nebraska city. 
Mr. Paddock moved its reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Withdrawn. 
On motion of Mr. Decker, 
It was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. Crawford introduced 
H. F. No. 48, “Joint Resolution relative to the establishment of a Tri- 
Weekly mail from Omaha city to Dakota city: also, a Bi-Weekly mail from 
Dakota city to Niobrarah, ]’Hauqui Court county.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and the bill read the second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Federal Relations. 
The following notices of bills were given. 
By Mr. Davidson, 
Ofa bill to locate a Territorial Road from Bellevue to Ft. Kearney, 
crossing the Platte River at or near Plattsford. 
By Mr. Poppleton, 
Of a bill to provide for the confinement of prisoners in certain cases. 
Also, 
Of a bill to authorize a majority of the Justices of the Supreme Court 
to hold a special term of said court, prior to the term of June, A. D. 1858. 
Also, 
Ofa pill to confirm the title of George L. Miller, to certain real estate 
in the city of Omaha. 
By Mr. Marquette of a bill to establish a Ferry across the Missouri 
River, opposite the town of Rock Bluffs. 
By Mr. Strickland, 
Of a bill relative to the collection and compiling of the neve of the Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska and Indexing the same. 
Mr. Cromwell introduced 
H. F. No. 49, “A bill for an act to provide for the ae the name 
of “Pawnee county,” to “Buchanan county.” 
Read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title. 
Mr. Armstrong moved its reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Lost. 
Mr. Steinberger moved its reference to the Committee on County Seats 
` and Boundaries. 


Lost. 
Mr. Strickland moved its reference to a select committee of fives. a 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, - 


It was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. Poppleton introduced 
H: F. No. 50, “An act to change the name of Wm Birtwhistle.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read second time by its title, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
es Mr. King introduced 
H. F. N o. 51, “An act fixing the rate of toll for grinding and for other 
purposes.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read the second time by its 
title. 
On motion of Mr. Cooper, 
The House took a recess until 2 o'clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


House met. 7 
The special order of the day being the following Resolution: 
Resolved, That the petition of Mr. Perkins, the contest of Messrs. Sul- 
livan and Cooper, and all the papers, poll- books, &c., sent to this House 
from Washington county, be referred to a Committee ‘of the Whole House 
and made the special order of Monday next, at 2 o’clock P. M. 
Mr. Abbe ordered a call of the House. 
Messrs. Clayes, Crawford, Jones, Sullivan, Steinberger, absent. 
On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched after absentees. 
On moticn, 
All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr. Speaker: 


I am directed to inform your Honorable. Body, that the “Council 
have passed, 


©. B. No. 24, “A bill for an act to locate a Territorial Road from Platts- 
mouth to Chester. 
Also, 
C. B. No. 19, “A bill for an act to fix the time for convening the Legis- 
lative Assembly, and the concurrence of the House is respectfully re- 
quested. 


J also return you H. F. No. 2, the same having passed the Council with- 
out amendment. 

Tam also instructed to inform you that the Council has concurred inthe 
amendment of the House to C. B. No. 14, “An act to amend an act enti- 
tled an act to incorporate the University of Nebraska. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


A. call of the House ordered. 

Messrs. Crawford, Steinberger, Jones, Cooper, Murphy and Chambers, 
were absent. . 

On motion, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched after absentees. 
On motion, 

All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 
On motion of Mr. Morton, 

The House now resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on the 
special orders of the day. 

Mr. Armstrong in the Chair. 

After remaining sometime therein the committee arose, and through 
their chairman, Mr. Armstrong, reported, That they had had under con- 
sideration the contested seats of the Representatives from the county of 
Washington, and beg leave to recommend. the adoption of the following 
resolution: - 

Resolved, That P. C. Sullivan is not entitled to a seat in this House as 
Representative from the county of Washington, 

And that Alonzo Perkins is entitled to a seat in this House as Repre- 
sentative from the county of Washington. 

Mr. Poppleton moved the adoption of the Resolution. 

Pending which, 

Mr. Strickland moved to adjourn. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Donelan, 
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Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Sullivan, Sheldon, 
Strickland, Taggart, and Mr. Speaker—16. l 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Cooper, Jones, 
Murphy, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart 
P Tee Stewart of Washington, Thrall, and Van Horn—18. 

ost. 

Call of the House demanded. 

All present. 

Mr. Strickland moved to adjourn. 

The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Sheldon, Strickland, 
and Taggart—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clays, Crawford, Cooper, Jones, 
Murphy, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart 
of we Stewart of Washington, Thrall, and Van Horn—18. 

ost. 

Mr. Morton, demanded the previous question. 

_ The question now being “shall the main question be now put,” upon 
which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows : 

Ayes—--Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, 
Oooper, Jones, Murphy, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, 
ee Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of Washington, Thrall, and Van 

orn—19, / 

Nays—--Messrs. Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Donelan, Davidson, 
Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart 
and Mr. Speaker—--14. 

Carried. 

The question now recurring upon Mr. Poppleton’s motion to adopt the 
resolution the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong; A bbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Campbell,Crom- 
well, Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Jones, Murphy, Morton, Marquette, Minick, . 
Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of 
Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Thrall, Taggart and Van Horn—26. 

Nays—Messrs. Benedict, Chambers, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King and 
Mr. Speaker—7. -' $ 

Adopted. 

Mr Thrall moved to adjourn until 9 o’ciock to-morrow morning, upon 
which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Chambers, Campbell, Cromwell, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Sheldon, Strickland and 
Taggart—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Cooper, Jones, 
Murphy, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of 
vee Stewart of Washington, Thrall and Van Horn—17. 

ost. 7 

Messrs. Strickland, Poppleton, Steinberger and Morton, having addressed 
the Chair, the Speaker decided that Mr. Strickland had the floor. 

Mr Strickland moved to re-consider the vote adopting the resolution. 

Whereupon Mr. Morton took an appeal from the decision of the Chair 
as to Mr. Strickland’s having the floor. 
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The decision was sustained. 

Mr. Strickland withdrew his motion to re-consider. - 

Mr. Morton moved to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. Poppleton moved to lay that motion on the table, upon which the 
ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, 
Cooper, Jones, Murphy, Marquette, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, 
Robb, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, 
Strickland, Thrall, Van Horn and Mr. Speaker—23. _ 

Nays—Messrs. Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, 
Hail, Holloway, King and Taggart—10. 

Carried. 

Mr. Perkins now presented himself, and was sworn into office. 

On motion of Mr, Strickland, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock P. M. 


S.M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


TUESDAY, December 22d, 1857. 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 


Journal was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Council Chamber, Dec. 21, 1857. 
Mr. Speaker : 


I am directed to inform your Hon. Body that the Council has 
passed the following Bills, and the concurrence of the House is respect- 
fully requested. 
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- ©. B. No. 12, “A. bill for an act to exempt the homestead of families 
from forced sale on execution to pay debts.” 

C. B. No. 11, “A bill for an act to license and regulate the sale of malt, 
spirituous, and vineous liquors in the Territory of Nebraska.” 

C. B. No. 20, “A bill for an act to encourage the growth of Hedge 
Fences in Nebraska.” : 

B. No. 40, “A bill to amend the charter-of the city of Fontenelle,” 
and, 
_ C. B. No. 42, “A bill for an act to authorize the city of Brownsville to 
dispose of property.” i 

I also return you H. F. No. 26, “an act abolishing the use of private 
seals, the same having passed the Council. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


The committee on Privileges and Elections made the following : 
REPORT. 


Your Committee on Privileges and Elections would beg leave to 
report that they have examined the certificate of election of P. M. Rogers, 
from the Representative district of Richardson and Pawnee counties, and 
find that he was duly elected Representative from said District, and is 
entitled to a seat on this floor, and would recommend that he be now 
sworn in. 


W. B. BECK. 


On motion, 
Mhe report was -adopted, and, 
Mr. Rogers presented himself and was sworn in. 
Mr. Morton presented the petition of J. B. Weston, and others, praying 
for the re-location of the County seat of Gage county. 


On motion, : 
The petition was referred to a special committee of three. 
Messrs. Morton, Holloway and Armstrong were appointed said committee. 
Mr. Chambers presented the petition of Adam Iversand others praying for 
a renewal of a Ferry charter, also, a petition to repeal an act to authori; 
Jacob Nossinger to keep a Ferry across the Missouri river, at Mount 
Vernon, and grant a charter to Thomas Marshall. 
On motion, 
The petition was referred to the committee on Corporations. 
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NOTICES OF BILLS. 


By Mr. Perkins, : 
Of a bill to amend the, charter of the Fort Calhoun and Iowa Ferry | 
Company,” also, : 
_ Ofa bill to incorporate the town of Fort Calhoun.” 
By Mr. Crawford, 
Of a bill for an act relative to minors.” 


A call of the House was demanded. 
Messrs. Cooper, Murphy, and Robb, were absent. 


On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was dispatched after absentees. 


On motion, 


All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 
Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, gave notice of a bill to incorporate the Nebraska 
settlement association,” also, 
Of a bill to amend an act entitled an act locating, opening, repairing, 
and changing county roads,” approved Jan. 26, 1856. 
R On leave Mr. Marquette introduced, 
, H. F. No. 52, “An act to locate the Seat of Justice of Calhoun county.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, ie 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read second time by its title, 
a and referred to the committee on County boundaries and Seats. 
Mr. Crawford introduced, 
H. F. No. 53, “A bill for an act to incorporate Dakota city.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on Corporations.” k 
Mr. Beck introduced. 
H. F. No. 54, “an act to amend an act” entitled “an act to incorporate 
the city of Tekama, in Burt county,” approved March 14th, 1855. 


f. 


$ Read first time, À 
On motion, 
4 The rules were suspended, the bill read second time by its title, and 


referred to the committee on Corporations. - 

Mr. Donelan introduced, 

H. F. No. 55, “An act to incorporate the town of North Rock Bluffs.” 

Read first time. l 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 

The following reports of committtes were received : 
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JUDICIARY. 


Your Committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 41, “An act to 
amend Sec. No. 11 of Chap. 5, entitled “Attorneys and Counsellors,” beg 
leave to report the same back, and recommend its passage without amend- 
ment. Also, ; 

Your Committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 74, entitled “A 
bill for an act to authorize Wm. B. Hail, his associates and assigns, to 
establish and keep a ferry across the Missouri river at Nebraska city, N.T,” 
beg leave to report that they have examined the question upon which said 
bill was referred, to wit, “the power of a subsequent Legislature 
to repeal charters and acts granting and conferring exclusive rights and 
privileges,” and are unanimous in opinion that the Legislature does not 
possess the power to declare such charters and franchises forfeited, and are 
equally unanimous in opinion that the right full and proper remedy, is an 
application to the courts upon the question of fact. 


W.G. CRAWFORD, Chairman, 
J. 0. CAMPBELL, 

5 A.J. POPPLETON. 
T. M. MARQUETTE. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS. 

ii committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 48, Joint Resolution - 
relative to the establishment of a tri-weekly mail from Omaha City to Da- 
kota city: also, a bi-weekly mail from Dakota city to Niobrarah, l'Eauqui 
Court county, beg leave to report the same back without amendment, and 


recommend its passage. 
E. A. DONELAN, Chairman. 
W. G. CRAWFORD, 
MICHAEL MURPHY, 
A. GATES, 
J. STEWART. 


MAJORITY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The majority of your committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 30, 
“A bill to lay out and establish a Territorial Road from Nebraska city to 
Falls city, Richardson county; also, O. B. No. 1, “A bill for an act to lo- 
cate a Territorial Road from Omadi to Elk Horn River; also, H. F. No. 45, 
“A pill to establish a Territorial Road from Omaha city, to Forest city, in 
Sarpy county,” having found a statuary provision already existing, which 
sufficiently provides for the locating and laying out roads, upon applica- 
tion to the commissioners, respectfully beg leave to report said bills back 
and recommend that the same do not pass. 

JAMES STEWART, 


D. B. ROBB, 
W. R. THRALL, 
JNO. S. MINICK. 
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MINORITY REPORT. 


The minority of your committee fò whom was referred ©. B. No. 1, “An 
act” entitled ‘an act to locate a Territorial Road from Omadi to the Elk 
Horn River,” having had the same under consideration, and believing that 
the said road would be advantageous to the citizens of Dakota county; 
and, furthermore, that said road under the supervision of the commission- 
ers incorporated in the act, will be properly attended to, and the wishes of 
the people along the line of said road, will be faithfully carried out. 
Therefore, I report the same back without amendment, and recommend 


its passage. 
5 passag E. €. JONES. 


+ 


MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE. 


To the Honorable, the House of Representatives 
of the Territory of Nebraska: 


I respectfully invite your attention to the law of last year, respect- 
ing territorial canvassers. It provides as follows: That the county clerks 
of the several counties, shall transmit by mail or otherwise, abstracts of 
the voies cast for each Territorial officer and Delegate to Congress, to the 
Governor of the Territory—who shall within ten days after receiving the 
abstracts, in the presence, and with the concurrence of the Chief Justice 
and United States Attorney of said Territory, proceed to cast up the votes 
given in the several counties of the Territory for Delegate to Congress, 
and territorial officers, and shall give to the person or persons having the 
highest number of votes, certificates of election. By the law the Gover- 
nor, Chief Justice and District Attorney, are simply permitted to add up 
columns of figures, without regard to fraud or illegal votes, even though 
made known to them by hundreds of affidavits, and are required to award 
the certificate to the candidate having the greatest number of votes. 

It seems imperative that the law should be amended by the insertion of 
the word “legal” before the word “votes,” and by confering upon the can- 
vassers the right to examine affidavits. 

Election laws are enacted to guard the purity of the ballot-box, yet un- 
der this law, long rolls of votes may be returned from imaginary or re- 
mote precincts, or the grossest frauds perpetrated; and yet the board of 
territorial canvassers are not required to ignore them, and thus practically 
to sanction fraud; or, at least, remain ignorant whether the official certifi- 
cate is rightfully awarded. " 

In the meantime, candidates and their friends will continue to depend 
for success on the largest number of votes, reckless, too often how obtain- 


_ ed; and unscrupulous men stimulated by the license, will foster still more 


flagrant. . 
In summing up the votes of the last election, numerous affidavits 
were presented, but none considered, although it was well known that a 


large number of ‘grossly illegal votes (given by Mormon Emigrants and 
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others) were returned in the abstracts. The canvassers (or counters) added 
the figures together, awarded the certificate, and a contest ensues in Con- 
gress, which would probably have been avoided had the canvassers been 
permitted to consider the affidavits of both parties. 

It appears that an amendment similar to the one above suggested, would 
do justice to the bona fida voters, would be more acceptable to the canvass- 
ers, and more conducive to the general good. l 

Had such an amendment existed atthe time of the recent session of the 
Territorial Board of Canvassers, their decision might have been made di- 
rectly reverse. 


THOMAS B. CUMING, 
Acting Governor of Nebraska. 


a 


EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 
December 21. 1857. 


On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
Referred to the committee on Elections. 
C. B. No. 40, “A bill to amend the charter of the city of Fontenelle,” 
Was read first time, and l 
On motion, - 
The rules were suspended, and bill read the second and third time by 
its title, passed and title agreed to. 
€..B. No. 20, “A bill for an act to encourage the growth of hedge fen- 
ces in Nebraska.” 
Read first timè. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read the second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Agriculture. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENGROSSED AND ENROLLED 
BILLS. 


Your committee on engrossed and enrolled bills, report that it has had 
under examination H. F. No. 9, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from 
Rock Port to Elk Horn city,” H. F. No. 38, “An act to assign the Justi- 
ces of the Supreme Court to theirrespective Judicial Districts,” H. F. No. 
50, “An act to change the name of Wm. Birtwhistle,” and find them cor- 
rectly engrossed. 


`J. W. PADDOCK, Chairman. 


C. B. No. 42, ‘A bill for an act to authorize the city of Brownsville to 
dispose of property.” 
Read first time. . 
-On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred . 
to the committee on corporations. 
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C. B. No. 12, “A bill for an act to exempt the Homestead of families 
from forced sale on execution, to pay debts.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
On motion of Mr. Steinberger, 
Fifty copies ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Steinberger moved to refer it to a select committee of five, 
Lost. 
Mr. Steinberger moved to refer it to the committee on corporations. 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Poppleton, 
The bill was referred to the committee of the whole House, and made 
the special order of business for Monday next, at 2 o'clock P. M. 
C. B. No. 24. “A bill for an act to locate a Territorial Road from Platts- 
mouth to Chester.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
C. B. No. 19, “A bill for an act to fix the time of convening the Legis- 
lative Assembly.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rulés were suspended, gnd the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
C. B. No. 11, “A bill for an act to license and regulate the sale of malt, 
spirituous, and vinious liquors in the Territory of Nebraska.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and bill read second time. 
On motion of Mr. Minick, 
Fifty copies were ordered to be printed for the use of the members, 
Mr. Steinberger moved to refer to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Campbell moved that it be referred to the committee of the Whole, 


` and made the special order of business for Wednesday Dec. 30th. 


The motion to refer to committee of the Whole, having precedence, the 
question was taken and carried. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTE ON CORPORATIONS. 


Your committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 39, “An act to incor- 
porate the town of Granada,” H. F. No. 14, “A bill to incorporate the 
town of Monroe,” H. F. No. 3, “An act in regard to Simpson Universi- 
ty,” H. F. No. 7, “An act to incorporate the town of Syracuse,” H. F. No. 
4, “An act ro incorporate the town of Brooklyn,” H. F. No. 19, “An act 
to incorporate the town of Tessong,” H. F. No.1, “A bill to incorporate 
the Grand Lodge of Free and accepted Masons of Nebraska,” C. B. No. 8, 
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«A bill for an act to consolidate the corporations of Nebraska city, South 
Nebraska city and Kearney city, and to incorporate Nebraska city,” beg 
leave to report the same back without amendment and recommend their 
assage. 
. Your committee also report H. F. No. 40, “An act to incorporate the 
town of Breckenridge and establish a Ferry at said point,” beg leave to 
report the same back, and recommend its passage with the following 
amendment: After the word “years” in sec. 3, insert the words “reserving 
the right to the Legislature, to regulate the rates of toll.” 
Also ‘ 

H. F. No. 44, “A bill for an act to authorize John A. Singleton to erect 
a mill-dam across the south fork of Grand Nemeha River, in Richardson 
county,” report the same back and recommend its passage with the follow- 
ing amendment, viz: After the last word in sec, 1, insert “provided the 
Legislature of the Territory shall have the right to repeal this act, when, 
in their opinion it shall be necessary. 


C. T. HOLLOWAY, 

JOHN A. STEINBERGER, 
W. B. HAIL, ; 
A. J. BENEDICT. 


H. F. No. 50, “an act to change the name of William Birtwhistle.” 
~ Was read third time, passed and title agreed to. 

H. F. No. 38, “An actto assign the Justices of the Supreme Court to 
their respective Judicial Districts.” 

Read third time, passed and title agreed to. 

On motion Messrs. Morton and Benedict were granted leave of absence 
until Tuesday next. , 

Mr. Steinberger moved to take a recess till to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. Lost. : 

Call of the House was demanded. All present. 

‘ Mr. Poppleton moved to adjourn. 

The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: _ 

Ayes—Messrs. Clayes, Cromwell, Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Steinberger, 
Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon and Van Horn—9. 3 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Campbell, 
Chambers, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Mar- 
quette, Morton, Minick, Perkins, Robb, Paddock, Rogers, Stewart of Wash- 
ington, Strickland, Thrall and Taggart—25. l 

Lost. 

Mr. Steinberger moved to take a recess till 9.30 A. M. Wednesday morning. 

The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Cromwell, Jones, Murphy, Minick, 
Poppleton, Perkins, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon, Thrall and 
Van Horn—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, Paddock, Robb, 
Rogers, Stewart of Washington, Strickland and Taggart—19. 
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Lost. 

Mr. Morton moved to take a recess until 7 o'clock. 

Lost. - 

Mr. Steinberger moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, Campbell, 
Chambers, Cromwell, Donelan, Davidson, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, 
Murphy, Marquette, Morton, Poppleton, Paddock, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, 
Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, Strick- 
land, Thrall and Van Horn—29. 

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Gates, Minick and Taggart—4. 

Carried, and the House stood adjourned. 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY, December 23d, 1857. 
MORNING SESSION. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prayer by the Chaplain. 


Journal was read and approved. 


Mr. Poppleton moved to instruct the Chief Clerk to hold possession of 
the resolutions relative to delegate to Congress, now pending before the 
House on a motion to re-consider, until a further order of the House. 

Carried. 

Mr. Holloway moved that when this House adjourned, it adjourn until 
Monday next, at 2 o’clock. 

Carried. 

ae introduced 

H. F. No. 56, “An act to establish and keep a ferry across the Mi i 
river, at the town of Rock Bluffs.” 3 : een 

Read first time. ° l 

On motion, j 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and 
On motion, i 
Referred to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Crawford introduced, 
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H. F. No. 57, “An act relative to minors ” 
Read first time. 
Mr. Benedict introduced, 
H. F. No. 58, “An act to authorize John T. and A. C. Edwards, to keep 
and establish a ferry across the Missouri river at Aspinwall.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
Rules suspended, and the bill read second time by its title and referred 
to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Donelan introduced, 
H. F. No. 59, “An act to locate the Seat of Justice of Butler county.” ” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
Rules suspended, and bill read a second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on County Seats and Boundaries. 
Mr. Campbell introduced, 
H. F. No. 60, “An act to change the name of Achilles Rogers to George 
Rogers.” 
Read first time. 
On motion; 
Read second time by its title, and ordered engrossed for a third reading. 
The following notices of bills were given : 
~ By Mr. Hail, 
Of a bill allowing David Kinnisson to establish and keep a ferry at 
Kinnison’s Ferry, on the Little Nemeha. 
By Mr. Jones, 
Of a bill for an act to change the day of holding general elections, from 
the first Monday in August, to the second Tuesday in October. 
By Mr. Marquette, 
Of a bill to incorporate Eclipse city.” 
The Committee on the Judiciary made the following: 


REPORT. 


Your Committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 25, “an act to provide 
for the erection of a Court House and Jail in Otoe county, N. T.,” report 
the same back to the House and recommend its passage. 


W. G. CRAWFORD, 

J. C. CAMPBELL, 

A. J. POPPLETON, 
T. M. MARQUETTE. 

On motion, - 

The report was received., 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Your Committee to whom was referred C. B. No, 24, “A bill for an 
ct to locate a territorial road from Plattsmouth to Chester, having 
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had the same under consideration, beg leave to report the same back, and 
recommend that the same do not pass. 


JAMES STEWART. 
D. B. ROBB, 

J. S. MINICK, 

W. R. THRALL, 

E. C. JONES. 


On motion, 
The report was received. 
H. F. No. 9, “An act to locate a territorial road from Rock Port to Elk 
Horn city,” was taken up, and 
On motion of Mr. Poppleton, 
Indefinitely postponed. 
Mr. Cooper moved to adjourn. 
Lost. 
On leave, 
Mr. Crawford introduced a memorial relative to the public lands. 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
It was referred to the committee of the Whole, and made the special 
order for Thursday next, at 2 o'clock P. M. 
On motion, 
The House adjourned. 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk 


MONDAY, December 28th, 1857. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. | 
The Journal was read and approved. 


On motion, 
The House went into committee of the Whole on the Homestead bill, 


which was the special order of the day. 
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Mr. Strickland in the chair. 

After remaining some time therein the committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again on Wednesday next at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Steinberger presented a petition of Enos Love, J. Milton, Thayer 
and others, praying to be incorporated as the Douglas County Agricultu- 
ral Society. 

On motion, 
The petition was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 


es 


ae 


The following notices of bills were given: 


By Mr. Crawford, 
Of i. bill in relation to writs of quo warrants and mandamus. 
SO, 
Of a bill to incorporate the Frankfort town and Ferry Company. 
` By Mr. Rogers, á 
Of a bill to change-the name of the county seat of Pawnee county. 
By Mr. Thrall, 
Of a bill to incorporate the Nebraska Medical Society. . 
Also, 
A ne to suppress and punish bribery and corruption. 
? 80, 7 
A bill to provide for the herding of cattle and other stock in certain 
parts of Douglas and Sarpy counties. 
By Mr. King, : 
Of a bill to incorporate Falls City, in Richardson county. 
Also, 
Of a bill to charter the Falls City College, at Falls City, N. T. 
Also, ; 
A bill chartering the Falls City Manufacturing Company, 
By Mr. Minick, 
-Of a bill locating a Territorial Road from Aspinwall, in Nemeha county, 
to Beatrice, in Gage county. 
Also, E é 
Of a bill locating a Territorial Road from Aspinwall, in Nemeha county, 
to the Kansas line, via Table Rock and Monterey. 
By Mr. Paddock, 
Of `a bill regulating fees and salaries, 
By Mr. Jones, 
Of a bill to incorporate the North Bend Town and Ferry Company, in 
Dixon county, N. T. i 
By Mr. Steinberger, 
Of a bill to incorporate the town of Loupsburgh. 
Mr. Crawford introduced 
H. F. No. 64, “An act to incorporate the Ionia Town and Ferry Com- 
any.” l 
Read first time. 
On motion, 


_ * E oe a, 
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The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Corporations. 
Also, 
H. F. No. 62: ‘An act to incorporate the Oakdale Town Company.” i 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Corporations. 
Also, 
H. F. No. 63, “An act to provide for the relocation of County Seats.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to committee on County Seats and Boundaries. 
By Mr. Abbe, 
H. F. No. 64, © ‘An act to incorporate the i Town and Ferry Com- 
pany.’ 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title and 
referred to the Committee on Corporations. 
By Mr. Davidson, 
H. F. No. 65, “A bill for an act to provide for a Territorial Road from 
Bellevue to Fort POBTHGY 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
By Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, 
H. F. No. 66, “An act to amend an act entitled an act for locating, open- 
ing, repairing and changing county Roads. 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title and 
referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 


H. F. N. 67, “An act to incorporate the Nebraska settlement associa- 
tion.’ 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its neg and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CORPORATIONS. 


ks 


Your committee, to whom was referred H. F, No. 54, “An act to amend 
an act entitled an act to incorporate the city of Tekema, i in Burt county, 
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and H. F. No, 56, “An act to incorporate North Rock Bluffs;” H. F. No. 
34, “An act to incorporate the Cleveland Land Company;” C. B. No. 3, 
“An act to incorporate the town of Omadi, in Dakota county;” C. B. No. 
42, “An act to authorize the city of Brownsville to dispose of property, 
beg leave toreport the same back without amendment, and recommend their 
passage. 

Your committee alsoreport H. F. No. 37, “A pill to authorize L. Gen - 
ard and T. P. Parker and their associates, to establish and keep a toll 
bridge and ferry across the Loup Fork of Platte River, at the town of 
Monroe, in Monroe county, back, and recommend that it do not pass for 
the following reasons : 

1st. That the incorporation asks two years to establish the bridge or ferry. 

2d. They‘also ask exclusive privilege for ten miles. 

3d. No rates of toll are mentioned in the bill, and in the opinion of your 
committee the wants of the Territory do not demand sucha monopoly. 


C. T. HOLLOWAY, 
-J. A. STEINBERGER, 
WM. B. HAIL. 


H. F. No, 23, “An act to more clearly define the duties and powers of 
- Notaries Public were taken up, and, 
On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
Was referred to a select committee of three. 
The Speaker appointed Messrs. Strickland, Stewart of Douglas and Pad- 
dock such committee, 


The committee on Engrossed and enrolled bills reported as correctly en- 
grossed H. F. No. 60, “An act to change the name of Achilles Rogers to 
George Rogers.” 


On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read third time by its title, 
passed and title agreed to. 
©. B. No. 24, “A bill for an act to locate a Territorial Road from Platts- 
mouth to Chester” was takén up, and, on motion, the report of the commit- 
tee adopted. 7 St 


On motion, 

The bill was indefinitely postponed. 

C. B., No. 8, “A bill for an act to consolidate the corporations of Nebras- 
ka city, South Nebraska City and Kearney City, and to incorporate Nebras- 
ka City,”- was taken up, and, on motion, the Report of the committee 
adopted. 

On motion, i 

The rules were suspended, bill read third time` by its title, passed and 
title agreed to. - 

H. F. No. 25, “An act to provide for the erection of a Court House and 
Jail in Otoe county, N. T., was taken up, and, 
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On motion, 
_The Report of committee was adopted. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and bill read third time by its title, passed, 
and title agreed to. . ; 
H. F. No. 44, “A bill for an act to authorize John A. Singleton to erect 
a mill-dam across the south fork of Grand Nemeha River, in Richardson 
county,” 
Was taken up, and the amendment reported by the committee was adopt- 
ed, and the bill ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
H. F. No.40, “An act to incorporate the town of Breckenridge, and es- 
tablish a Ferry at same point,” i 
Was taken up, and the amendment reported by committee adopted, and the 
bill ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
H. F. No. 1, “A bill to incorporate the Grand Lodge of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons of Nebraska,” 
Was taken up, and the Report of the committee adopted. 
- On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read third time by its title, passed and 
title agreed to. 
H. F. No. 19, “An act to incorporate the town of Tessong,”’ 
Was taken up and the report of the committee adopted. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read third time by its title, pass- 
ed and title agreed to. 
H. F. No. 7, “An act to incorporate the town of Syracuse” 
Was taken up, and, on motion, the report of committee adopted. 
_ On motion, 
The bill was ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
H. F. No. 4, “An act to incorporate the town of Brooklyn” 
Was taken up, and the report of the committee adopted. 


On motion, 

The rules were suspended, bill read third time by its title, passed and 
title agreed to. 

H. F. No. 3, “An act to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act 
entitled an act to incorporate the Simpson University at Omaha City, 
N. T., approved January 23d, 1356, 

Was taken up and the report of the committee adopted, and. 
On motion, 

The bill ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

H. F. No. 14, “A bill to incorporate the town of Monroe, in Monroe 
county” 


Was taken up, and, on motion, the reportof the committee was adopted. 


On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read third time by its title, passed and 
title agreed to. 
_H. F. No. 39, “An act to incorporate the town of Granada” 
Was taken up, and, on motion, the report of committee adopted, and bill 
ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
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H. F. No. 48, “Joint Resolution relative to the establishment of a tri- 
weekly mail from Omaha city, to Dakota city: also, a bi-weekly mail from 
Dakota city to Niobrara, | Hauqui Court county,” 

Was taken up, and the report of the committee adopted. 
On motion, 

The rules were suspended, bill read third time by its title, passed and 
title agreed to. 

H. F. No. 41, “An act to amend Sec. No. .11, of chapter No. 5, of the 
Code, entitled Attorneys and Counselors” was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Paddock, 
Was re-committed to a special committee of three 

Messrs. Paddock, Crawford and Strickland were appointed said committee 

H. F. No. 20, “An act to prevent the improper and criminal use of 
deadly weapons” 

Was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Paddock, further consideration of 
the bill was postponed till Wednesday next, at 2'0 "clock, P. M. 

H. F. No. 30, “An act to lay out and establish a Territorial Road from 
Nebraska City to Falls City, Richardson county,” 

Was taken up, and, on motion, further consideration of the bill was 
postponed until Monday next. 

H. F. No. 45, “An act to establish a Territorial Road from Omaha City 

‘to Forest City, i in Sarpy county” 
Was taken up, and, on motion, the report was adopted, and, 
On motion, 

The bill was indefinitely ostponed. 

C. B. No. 1, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Omadi to the Elk 
Horn River” 

Was taken up, and the majority report adopted, and, - 

On motion, , ; 

The bill was indefinitely postponed. 

H. F. No. 74, “A bill for an act to authorize Wm. B. Hail, his associates 
and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry across the Missouri River, at 
Nebraska City, Otoe county, N. T., was taken up. 

On motion, 

The bill and petition on the subject were made the special order of to- 
morrow afternoon. ~ 

H. F. No. 51, “An act fixing the rate of toll for grinding and for other 
purposes” was taken up, and, 

On motion, 
Referred to the committee on Agriculture, 
H. Fo. 57, “An act relative to minors” 
Was read second time, and, 
On motion, : 
Fifty copies were ordered to be printed for the use of the House. 
On motion, 

The bill was referred to the committee of the whole House, and made the 
special order of business for Monday next. 

H. F. No. 29, “A bill authorizing limited partnerships” 

Was taken up, ‘and, 
On motion, 
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The rules were suspended, and the bill read third time by its title, pass- 
ed and title agreed to. ` —_— 


On leave, Mr. Donelan introduced 


“A Joint Resolution relative to Kansas affairs.” 
On motion, l 


One hundred copies were ordered to be printed for the use of the House, 
On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
The Resolutions were referred to the Committee on Federal Relations, 


On motion, 
The following Resolutions were taken from the table: 


Resolved, That the rules of this House be so amended as to require alk 
bills coming from the hands of committees as substitutes for other bills, to 
pass through their regular course, and receive three seperate readings. 


On motion of Mr. Holloway, the Resolution was indefinitely postponed 


Resolved, That no smoking be allowed within the bar or in the lobby of 


this House during session, and that the Sergeant-at-arms be instructed to 
enforce this Resolution. 


Mr. Holloway moved to lay the Resolution on the table. 
Lost. 


On motion, 
The Resolution was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 


On motion of Mr. Holloway, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


TUESDAY, December 29th, 1857. 


MORNING SESSION. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 


Journal read and approved. 
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Mr. King presented the Petition of B. H. Hutchins, and others, praying 
for the repeal of an act of the Legislature, to provide for the permanent 
location of the seat of Justice of Richardson county, so thatthe people can 
select the county seat for themselves. 

On motion, . 
The petition was referred to the committee on County Seats and Bound- 
aries. 

On motion, 


Mr. Holloway was granted leave of absence, until to-morrow morning. 

Mr Poppleton presented the petition of H. Munger, and others, praying 
for the passage of an act restraining horses, cattle, &e., from running at 
large in the county of Douglas. 

Mr Poppleton moved to refer the petition to the committee on Agricul- 
ture, with instructions to report a bill in accordance with the prayer of 
said Petition. - 

Mr. Taggart moved to amend the motion by instructing the committee 
to report a bill covering the whole Territory, and submitting it to the 
people of each county, township, or neighborhood, for adoption. 

On motion, 

The amendment was adopted, and the petition referred to the committee 
on Agriculture. 

Mr. Decker presented the petition of Joseph Robertson, and others, 
citizens of Otoe, Johnson, Clay and Gage counties, praying for the location 
of a territorial road from Nebraska city, through the town of Helena, and 
on to the town of Beatrice, and connecting with the road to Fort Leaven- 
worth and Fort Kearney. 

On motion. . 
The Petition was referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
The following notices of bills were given : 

By Mr. Crawford. . 
Of a bill to consolidate the counties of Cuming and Izard. 

By Mr. Armstrong, 

Of a bill to amend the “Act providing for the collection of the Revenue,” 
approved Feb. 13th, 1857. 

By Mr. Taggart, 

Of a bill to authorize the building of a dam across the Elk Horn river, 
-at Fontenelle. ~ E 
. By Mr. Abbe, 

Of a bill to incorporate Otoe City, county of Otoe, N. T.. 

By Mr. Rogers, 
Of a bill exempting certain-mills from paying tax on said mills. 
By Mr. Cooper, - 

Of an act supplementary to an act entitled “an act to authorize P. G. 
Cooper, and his associates, to keepa ferry across the Missouri river at 
‘Cuming city, approved Jan. 6th, 1856. 

Mr. Taggart offered the following resolution which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on “Roads” be, and are hereby instructed 
to report a bill amendatory of the present Road laws, and attaching 
a penalty to neglect of duty by road commissioners. 

Mr. Rogers introduced, 
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H. F. No. 68, “A bill for an act to vere the name of Pawnee city, in 
Pawnee county, to Jackson. 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Taggart introduced, 
H. F. No. 69, “An act to incorporate the Dewitt Collegiate Institute.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on Common Schools, Colleges, and Universities. 


Mr. King introduced, 


H. F. No. 70, “A bill to charter the Falls city college. 


Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, the bill read second time by its title, and re- 


ferred to the committee on Common Schools, Colleges and Universities. 


Mr. Chambers introduced, 


H. F. No. 71, “An act to authorize Thomas H. Marshall, and Wallace 
Benedict, associates and assigns, to keep a ferry across the Missouri river 
at the town of Mount Vernon, Nemeha county. 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on Corporations. 

Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, introduced, 

H. F. No. 7 2, “An act to organize the County of Bernard, to define the 
boundaries and locate the county seat thereof: = 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title aug referred 
to the committee on County Seats and Boundaries. 

Mr. Crawford introduced, 

H. F. No. 73. “a bill for an act authorizing private persons to sue out 
writs of gno-warrants and mandamus. 

Read first time. 


On motion, 


The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, introduced, 

H. F. No. 74, “An ac t to incorporate the town of Mendota.” 

Read first time. 
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On motion, 

The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 

Mr. King introduced, 

H. F. No. 75, “A bill for an act to incorporate the Falls’ city Manufac- 
turing Company.” 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended and the bill read sccond time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Internal improvements. ~ 5. 

The committee on engrossed and enrolled bills reported that they had 
examined H. F. No. 44, “A bill for an act to authorize John A. Singleton 
to'erect a mill dam across the south fork of Grand Nemeha river, in Rich- 
ardson county,” and find it correctly engrossed. 

On motion, 

H. F. No. 44 was read third time by its title, passed, and title agreed to. 

H. F. No. 37, “a bill to authorize L. Genard and T. P. Parker, and 
their associates, to establish and keep a toll bridge or ferry across the Loup 
Fork of Platte river, at the town of Monroe, in Monroe county,” was 
taken up. 

Mr, Taggart.moved to re-commit the bill to the committee on Corpora 
tions, with instructions to amend in accordance with their report. ~ l 

Carried. a 

~On leave, 

Mr. Armstrong presented a petition from James C. Megeath, and others, 
relative to the action of this Legislature on the subject of the repeal of 
certain Bank charters. 

On motion, 

The Petition was referred to the committee on Banks and Currency. 

H. F. No. 54, “An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate 
the town of Tekama,”’ was taken up, and, ; 

On motion, i 
The report of the committee was adopted. 

On motion, 
The bill was read third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
-The committee on engrossed and enrolled bills reported, 

H. F. No. 7, “an act to incorporate the town of Syracuse,” and H. F. 
No. 39, “An act to incorporate the town of Granada,” as correctly engrossed. 

H. F. No 55, “An act to incorporate the town of North Rock Bluffs,” 
was taken up, and, 

On motion, = 
The report of the committee was adopted. . 
On motion, : 

The bill was read the third time by its title, passed, and title agreed to. 

H. F. No. 34, "an act to incorporate the Cleveland Land Company,” was 
taken up, and, ; l 

On motion, 
The report of the committee adopted. 
On motion, |. 
The bill was read third time by its title, passed, and title agreed to. 
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C. B. No. 3, “An act to incorporate the town of Omadi,” was taken up. 
On motion, 
The report of the committee was adopted. 
On motion, 
The bill was read third time by its title, passed, and title agreed to. 
C. B. No. 42, “A bill for an act to authorize the city of Brownsville to 
dispose of property,” was taken up, and, 
On motion of Mr. Minick, - 
Was re-committed to the Committee on Corporations, for further consid- 
eration. 
On motion, 
Mr. Strickland was granted leave of absence until.to-morrow morning. 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
The House took a recess until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 
House met. . 


On leave, 

Mr. Crawford gave notice of a bill to make all persons and bankers, 
putting in circulation the notes of any foreign Bank, or Banking Company, 
responsible for the redemption in specie of said money, from the period of 
nine to ten days from the day of paying out the same. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr. Speaker: 


I am directed to inform your Hon. body that the Council has passed 
the following bills, and the concurrence of the House is respectfully 
requested, 

Ü. B. No. 6, “A bill for an act to amend the charter of Nemeha city.” 

C. B. No. 17, “A bill to establish a Territorial Board of Agriculture.” 

C. B. No. 18, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Cincinnati.” 

C. B. No. 29, “A bill for an act to create the county of Pine, and locate 
the county seat thereof.” l 

C. B. No. 30, “An act to amend chap. 31, of part first, of the code of 
Nebraska,” approved Jan. 26, 1856. 

C. B. No. 32, “A bill to incorporate the town of Columbus.” 

I am also instructed to return i 

C. B. No. 9, “An act to incorporate the town of Greggsport,” sent back 
to the Council for engrossment, which has been done. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk, 
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_On motion of Mr. Abbe, 

The House now resolved itself into the committee of the Whole, for the 
consideration of C. B. No. 11, “A bill for an act to license and regulate 
the sale of malt, spirituous, and vinious liquors, in the Territory of Ne- 
braska,” which was the special order of the day. 

Mr. Stewart of Douglas, in the Chair. 

After remaining sometime therein, the committee arose and’ through 
their chairman, reported the following amendments, and recommended the 
passage of the bill as amended. ‘ S a - 

In section 1, after the word “resides,” insert the words “and living in 
his immediate neighborhood;”. also, in same section, strike out;the words 
“seventy-five dollars,” and insert the words “one hundred dollars.” In 
séction 3, strike out the words “School Fund to be applied as provided in 
section 1, of this act,” and insert the words “county treasury.” In sec- 
tion 4, after the word “sell,” insert the words “or give.” In section 15, 
strike out the word “additional,” between the words “such” and “some;”’ 
also, in section 15, strike out after the words “county treasurer,” the word 
“may” and insert the word ‘‘shall;’’ also, in section 15, strike out all after 
the words “town or city,” and insert the words “shall be held for the ex- 
clusive use and benefit of such city or town;” ‘also, instead of section 18, 
insert the following: “The provisions of this act shall not interfere with 
repeal, or effect the rights and privileges heretofore conferred upon the 
corporate authorities of cities and towns within this Territory.” ` 
- Qn motion, 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

On motion, 

Further consideration of the bill, was postponed till to-morrow after- 
noon. 

On leave, 


Mr. Steinberger offered the following Joint Resolution = 


Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives of the Territory 
of Nebraska, That both Houses go into joint convention on Thursday, 
December 31st, at 11 o’clock A. M., for the purpose of electing a territo- 
rial printer for the coming year. 


On motion of Mr. Paddock, 
. The resolution was adopted. 

H. F. No. 74, “A bill for an act to authorize Wm. B. Hail, his associ- 
ates and assigns to establish and keep a Ferry aeross the Missouri River 
at Nebraska city,” i : 

` Was taken up, and 
On motion, l 
Made the special order for to-morrow at 11 o’clock A. M. 
On motion, 
The Housé adjourned, 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. ` 
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WEDNESDAY, December 30th, 1857. 


MORNING SESSION. 


N 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prayer by the Chaplain. 
The Journal was read and approved. 


A. call of the House was demanded. 

Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Cooper, Donelan, Holloway, Jones, 
Robb, Steinberger and Strickland were absent. 

On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after absentees. 
On motion, 

All further proceeding under the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. Armstrong presented a petition from fifteen journeymen printers of 
the Territory, praying for the passage of an act requiring the Public Print- 
ing to be done in the Territory. 

On motion, 

The petition referred to the committee on Public Printing. 

Mr. Poppleton presented a petition from a number of citizens of Otoe 
county, setting forth reasons why the Ferry charter of John B. Boulware, 
of Nebraska city should be repealed. 

On motion of Mr. Poppleton, 

The petition was placed on file with other papers upon the same subject 

and made a part of the special order of this at 11 o’clock, A. M. 
Mr. Abbe, introduced, 

H. F. No. 76, ‘‘an act to incorporate Otoe city, Otoe county, Nebraska 
T R 

Read first time, 

On motion, 
The rules were suspended, the bill read the second time by its title. 
On motion of Mr Armstrong, 

The House now resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on C. B. 
No. 12, “a bill for an act to exempt the Homestead of Families from forced 
sale on execution to pay debts. ` 

Mr. Armstrong in the Chair. 

After remaining some time therein the committee rose reported progress 
and asked leave to sit again at half past 2 o'clock. 

Granted. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr. Speaker : 
I am instructed to inform you that the Council have passed the following 


bills: 
A 
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~ C. B. No. 54, “Joint Resolution and memorial to grant of lands for Rail 
Road purposes;” also, C. B. No. 10, “A bill for an act regulating fees and 
salaries ;” also, O. B. No. 49, “An act to authorize county clerks to perform 
certain acts therein named ;” also, C. B. No. 31, “An act to incorporate the 
town of Tamagua;” also, C. B. No. 48, “A bill to locate a Territorial Road 
from Omaha city to Sauntee in Sarpy county,” and the concurrence of the 


House is requested. 
I am also instructed to return you H. F. No. 17, “Memorial for a daily 


mail from Iowa city, Iowa, to Omaha city, N. T ,” the same having passed 
the Council without amendment. 


WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


On motion, 
The House took a recess until half past 2 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


House met. 
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr. Speaker: 


I am instructed to inform your Hon. body that the Council have passed 
C. B. No. 23, “A_bill for an act to repeal section 8, chapter 3, of an act 
respecting practice and proceedings in Courts of Justice and for other pur- 
poses approved Feb. 13th, 1857;” also, ©. B. No. 73, “An act to confirm 
the title of George L. Miller, to certain Real Estate in the city of Omaha;” 
and the concurrence of the House is requested. 


WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
The House now went into the Committee of the Whole on the special 
order of the day. ; 
Mr. Armstrong in the Chair. 
After remaining some time therein the committee rose and reported 
through the Chairman that they had had under consideration; C. B. No. 12, - 
“A bill for an act to exempt the Homestead of Families from forced sale on 
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execution to pay debts,’’and recommend that the bill pass with the following 
amendments, to wit: 

In section 1, after the enacting clause insert, “that the family Homestead 
of a family being a free white person shall be exempt from sale, on execu- 
tion or any judgement or decree rendered on any cause of action after the 
taking effect of this act; Provided, that said Homestead shall not contain or 
exceed more that one lot of ground with the improvements thereon occupied 
by such head of a family asa Homestead, which Homestead shall not exceed 
in value the sum of $2000, if situated within the limits of any city, town or 
villdge, laid out and platted according to the Laws of the Territory, and, 
Provided, also, that such Homestead shall exceed or contain more than 160 
acres of land with a dwelling and necessary out buildings, which Homestead 
shall not exceed in value the sum of $2000, upon which land such head 
of a family may reside, if situated without the limits of such city, town or 
village, as above specified; also, in section 5, between the words “contract” 
and “before,” insert “or any indebtedness contracted;” also, in section 9, 
we the words “after,” insert the words “the 30th day of March, A. D. 

58.” 

On motion, 
Amendments were adopted. 
On motion, f 

The rules were suspended and the bill read third time by its title. 

Mr. Strickland moved that the bill do now pass. 

A call of the House was demanded. 

Mr. Murphy was absent. 

On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after absentee. 
On motion, 

All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

The ayes and nays were demanded upon the passage of the bill and 
resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Campbell, Chambers, 
Cromwell, Cooper, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Murphy, Marquette, 
Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, Stewart of Douglas, 
Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart, Van Horn and Mr. Speaker—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Donelan, Davidson, Morton, Steinber- 
ger, Stewart of Washington and Thrall—8. 

Carried. 

On motion, 

The title was agreed to. 

H. F. No. 74 “A bill for an act to authorize Wm. B. Hail, his associates 
and assigns to establish and keep a Ferry across the Missouri River at 
Nebraska city, Otoe county. 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, 

The bill was postponed until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock A. M. and 
made the special order for that hour. 

On leave the following notices of bills were given. 

By Mr. Strickland, 
Of a bill to incorporate the town of Larimer in Sarpy county, N. T. 
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By Mr. Armstrong, _ 

Of abill to authorize the collection of a special tax in Douglas county, for 

the completion of the Court House and Jail in said county. 
_By Mr. Benedict, 

Of a bill to incorporate the town of Fairview in Nemeha county, N. T, 

Mr. Marquette introduced, 

H. F. No. 77, “An act to incorporate Eclipse city.” 

Read first time. 

On motion, 
_The rules were suspended, and the bill was read the second time by its 
title, and referred to the committee on Corporations. 
On motion of Mr. Abbe, 

The rules were suspended, and C. B. No. 9, “An act to incorporate tlie 
town of Greggsport,” was taken up, and read the first, second, and third 
time, by its title, passed, and title agreed to. 

' Mr. Taggart introduced, 

H. F. No. 78, “A bill to authorize John Cramer and John M. Taggart 
to erect and keep a mill dam across the Elk Horn River at Fontenelle.” 

Read first time. l 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 

Mr. Donelan introduced, : 

- H. F. No. 79, “A Memorial and Joint Resolution praying for the 
lg a of a daily mail from Glenwood, in Iowa, to Plattsmouth, 


Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules’ were suspended, and the Resolution réad the second and third 
time by its title, passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Armstrong introduced, . 
H. F. No. 80, “A bill providing for the collection of the Revenue.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
One hundred copies were ordered to be printed for the use of the House. 
The committee on engrossed and enrolled bills reported: 
E. F. No. 40, “An act to incorporate the town of Breckenridge, and 
establish a ferry at said point,” and H. F. No. 3, “an act relative to the 
Simpson University, in Omaha city, N. T.,” approved Jan. 23, 1857, as 
` correctly engrossed. 
Mr. Jones introduced, _ 
H. F. No. 81, “An act to incorporate the St. John’s Land, Stock, and 
Ferry Company” l 
Read first time. 
On motion, , 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to committee on Corporations.. 
Mr. Steinberger introduced, 
H. F. No. 82, “an act to incorporate’ Loupsburg.” 
On motion, 
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- The rules were suspended, and bill read first and second time by title, 
and referred to the committee on Corporations. 

Mr. Crawford introduced, 

H. F. No. 83, “A bill for an act to granta ferry charter to John L. 
Campbell and Wm. R. Blore, their associates and assigns, opposite the 
mouth of the Vermillion river, in Minnesota Ty.” 

On motion, . 

The rules were suspended, and bill read first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the committee on Corporations. 

Mr. Morton introduced, 

«A Memorial to the Council and House of Representatives of the Terri- 


tory of Nebraska, relative to the conveyance of real estate purchased for 
town sites.” 


Which was read, and 
On motion, 
Laid on the table. 
The committee on the Judiciary made the following : 


REPORT. 


Your committee to whom was referred C. B. No. 19, “A bill for | 
an act to fix the time of convening the Legislative Assembly,” beg leave to 
report the same back without amendment, and recommend its passage. 


` W. G. CRAWFORD, Chairman, 


On motion, 
The House adjourned. 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


kas 


THURSDAY, December 31st, 1857. 


MORNING SESSION. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 


On motion, 
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The House resolved itself into a committee of the Whole, on H. F. No. 

_ 74, “A bill for an act to authorize Wm. B. Hail, his associates and assigns 

to establish and keep a Ferry across the Missouri River, at Nebraska city, 
Otoe county, N. T.” 

Mr. Abbe in the Chair. 


After remaining sometime therein, the committee arose and reported | 


that they had had the bill under consideration and return it to the House, 
recommending its passage, after amending section 5, in relation to rates of 
toll. 


X 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 
Council Chamber, Dec. 30th, 1857. 
Mr. Speaker : 


I am directed to inform you that the Council have passed C. B. No. 
23, “A bill for an act to repeal sec. 8, chap. 3, of an act respecting prac- 
tice and pleadings in courts of justice, and for other purposes,” approved 
Feb. 13th, 1857; and, C. B. No. 73. “An act to confirm the title of George 
L. Miller, to certain real estate in the city of Omaha,” and the concur- 
rence of the House is respectfully requested. 


WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


On motion, 
The House took a recess until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


House met. 


On leave, Mr. Strickland introduced 

“A Memorial and Joint Resolution, relative to the bridging of the 

Platte River.”’ i 
On motion, 

The rules were suspended, the resoluticn read first and second time by 
its title, and one hundred copies ordered to be printed for the use of the 
members, and 

On motion, 

Referred to a select committee of three. 

Messrs. Stewart of Douglas, Strickland and Campbell, were appointed 
said committee. 
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On leave, 


Mr. Donelan made the following report from the committee on Federal . 


Relations, 
REPORT: i - 


Your committee to whom was referred preamble and Resolution relative 
to Kansas affairs, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave 
to report the same back with the following amendment and recommend 
their adoption, to-wit: 


Resolved, Further, That we cherish a warm hope and confidence that 
the administration of James Buchanan, our present able and patriot chief 


magistrate, will be distinguished by a firm and strict adherence to the | 


principle which placed it in power, and that its crowning act will be the 
complete and final establishment of the rights of the peaple of the territo- 
ries, to legislate for themselves, and to establish such institutions as their 
own judgments may approve. 


On motion, 
The resolutions were taken from the table, and 
On motion, 
The report of the committee was adopted. - 
Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment: 


Resolved, That our gratitude is due to those distinguished statesmen, 
Stephen A. Douglas, Wm. A. Richardson, and other champions of the Pop- 
ular Sovereignty idea, for their bold and determined defence of the princi- 
ples of the Nebraska-Kansas act, and that we regard their position on 
that subject, as entirely consistent with their masterly efforts during the 
past three years, for the establishment of the favorite theory of Popular 
Government, | 


Mr. Armstrong moved that the resolution and amendment, be referred 
to the committee of the Whole, and made the special order for next Tues- 
day. 

nee 

On motion, 

Mr. Armstrong’s amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Campbell moved to strike out the names of Douglas and Richardson. 

Ruled out of order. 

Mr. Campbell moved to strike out the name of Douglas. 

Ruled out of order. 

Mr. Campbell moved to strike out the whole of last resolution but one, 
which was the one amended. 

On motion of Mr Strickland, 

That motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Morton moved to amend by inserting ‘Lewis Cass and Wm. A. 
Richardson.” 
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On motion of Mr. Strickland, 
That motion was laid on the table. 
Mr. Paddock moved to insert the name of Lewis Cass before Stephen 

A. Douglas. 

Mr. Strickland moved to lay that motion on the table, upon which:the 
ayes and nays were taken with the following result: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Chambers, Crom- 
well, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Murphy, Mar- 
quette, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart 
of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart and Van Horn—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbe, - Crawford, Campbell, Cooper, Morton, Minick, 
Poppleton, Paddock and Thrall—9. 

Carried. 

Mr. Morton moved to insert the name of Wm. A. Richardson after the 
name of Douglas. 

‘Mr. Holloway moved to lay that motion on the table, upon which the 
ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, Davidson, Gates, Hail, 
Holloway, King, Marquette, Minick, Rogers, Steinberger, Stewart-of Doug- 
las, Sheldon and Van Horn—15. Í 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, 
Cromwell, Donelan, Murphy, Morton, Poppleton, Paddock, Perkins, Robb, 
Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Thrall and Taggart—18. . 

Lost. 

--Mr. Abbe moved to amend by inserting the name of “Mark W. Izard.” 

Mr. Strickland moved to lay that motion on the table. 

The ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, Chambers, 
Cromwell, Donelan, Davidson, Hail, Holloway, King, Murphy, Marquette, 
Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Perkins, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart of Wash- 
ington, Strickland, and Taggart—23. - . 

Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Campbell, Cooper, Gates, Paddock, Rogers, 
Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon, Thrall and Van Horn—10. 

Carried. 

Mr. Paddock moved to amend by inserting before the name of “Stephen 
A. Douglas,” the names of “Lewis Cass and Robert Toombs.” 

On motion of Mr. Strickland, 

That motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Strickland moved the adoption of the Resolutions as amended, upon 
which the ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, 
Chambers, Cromwell, Coopé¥, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, 
King, Murphy, Marquette, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Perkins, Robb, 
Rogers, Steinberger, Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Thrall, 
Taggart and Van Horn—30 

Nays—Messrs. Campbell, Paddock and Stewart of Douglas—3. 

Carried. 

On motion, ~ 
The preamble was adopted and title agreed to. 

On leave; Mr. Thrall gave notice - 
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Of a bill to incorporate the town of “Central Bluffs; also, of a bill to 
amend an act entitled an act establishing the office of Registrar of Deeds 


- and relating to the conveyance of Real Estate, approved Feb. 21st, 1855. 


A call of the House was demanded. 
Messrs. Jones and Strickland were absent. 
On motion, 
The sargeant at arms was despatched after absentees. 
On motion of Mr. Donelan, 
All further proceeding under the call were dispensed with. 
On motion, | 
the report of the committee of the whole on H. F. No. 74, in relation to Mr. 
Hail’s Ferry charter, was taken up. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr. Speaker : 


T am directed to inform your Hon. body, that the Council have passed a 
Joint Resolution, entitled “ Memorial and Joint Resolution to the Hon., the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress 
assembled,” praying for the location of a new land district-in the western ` 
portion of the Territory, and the concurrence of the House is respectfully 
requested. I also return you aJoint Resolution, in relation to public 
printer, the same having been indefinitely postponed. I am also directed to 
inform you that the Council has refused to concur in the House amendments 
to Council bill No. 12, “A. bill for an act to exempt the homestead of famil- 
ies from forced sale on execution to pay debts,” except the following, in 
sec. 5, and “before the words or any indebtedness contracted,” which the 
Council concur in. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


The question now recurring upon the report of the committee, 

Mr. Morton moved to lay the report on the table. = 

Pending which, 

A call of the House was demanded, 

Mr. Jones was absent. 

On motion, 

All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

The ayes and nays were now taken, on Mr. Morton’s motion to table the 
report of the committee, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Campbell, Murphy, 
Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Perkins, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart 
of Wash., Shelden, Thrall and Van Horn—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Robb, Rogers, Steinber- 
ger | Strickland, Taggart and Mr. Speaker—18. 

st. 


Mr. Hail moved the adoption of the report. 
The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 
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Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Robb, Rogers, Steinberger, Strick- 
land, Taggart, Van Horn and Mr. Speaker—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Campbell, Murphy, 
Marquette, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Perkins, Stewart of Douglas, 
Stewart of Wash, Shelden and Thrali—16. 

Carried.- 

Mr. Strickland moved that the bill be engrossed for a third reading to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Morton moved the indefinite postponement of the bill, which, motion 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to lay the motion to engross on the table. 

Lost. 

And the motion to engross prevailed. 

On motion, 

The special orders of the day were taken up; which was, 

H. F. No. 20, “An act to prevent the improper and criminal use of deadly © 
weapons. 

On motion of Mr. Abbe, 

The minority report was adopted. 
On motion, 

The bill was ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
On motion, E 

The “memorial” relative to public lands was taken up: 

_ On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

The memorial was made the special order for next Monday at 2 o’clock 


P.M 
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Councit, CHAMBER, 


. Dec. 31st, 1857. ' ` 
Mr. Speaker : , 


‘I am instructed to inform you that the Council has passed, 

C. B. No. 61, “A bill for an act providing for the relocation of county 
seats.” 

C: B. No, 27, “A bill for an act to organize Green county and locate 
the county seat thereof.” 

C. B. No. 16, “An act to permanently locate the county seat of Wash- 
ington county.” . l . 

C. B. No. 13, “An act to incorporate the Concord town and Ferry 
company.” - 

And the concurrence of the House is respectfully requested. ` 

I am also directed to return you, 

H. F. No. 24, “Memorial and Joint Resolution relative to the estab- 
lishment of a new surveying district and the office of Surveyor General 
for the Territory of Nebraska,” the same having passed the Council 
without amendment. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 
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Mr. Morton moved to adjourn until Saturday at 10 o’clock A. M 

Mr, Strickland moved to adjourn until Monday at 10 o’clock A. M. 

Upon which, the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, Chambers, Cromwell, Don- 
elan, Gates, Murphy, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of Washington and 
Strickland—12. 

Nays—NMessrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Campbell, Cooper, Davidson, Hail, 
King, Marquette, Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, 
— of Douglas, Sheldon, Thrall, Taggart and Van Horn—20. 

st, 

The question now recurring upon the motion, to adjourn until Saturday 

morning, it was carried. 


S.M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


SATURDAY, January 2d, 1858, 


MORNING SESSION. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prayer by the Chaplain. 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
The reading of the Journal was dispensed With until Monday morning. 


Mr. Cooper presented the petition of Mary Burton, praying for a divorce 
from J. N. Burton. 
On motion, 
The petition was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


The following notices of bills were given: 


By Mr. Marquette, 
Of a bill to legalize the assessment of property and taxes for county 
roads and school purposes in the county of Cass. z 
By Mr. Taggart, N ; 
Of a bill to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Fontenelle 
Bridge and Ferry Company, i 
Also, 
A bill to relocate the county seat of Cuming county. 
By Mr. Minick, 
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Of a bill to incorporate the city of Aspinwall. 
By Mr. Abbe, 
Of a bill to relocate the seat of Government of the Territory of Ne-. 
braska. 
Mr. Crawford introduced 
H. F. No. 84, “An act to legalize the assessment list and tax duplicate 
of Dakota county for the fiscal year of 1856 and 1857. 
Read first time. 
On motion, i x 
The rules were suspended and bill read seeond time by its title and re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to report a bill 
of same character appropriate to the whole Territory. 
Mr. Crawford introduced 
H. F. No. 85, “An act to incorporate the town of White Sulphur 
Springs.” 
Read first time, 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Crawford introduced f 
H, F. No. 86, “An act to establish a road from Ionia to the Elk Horn.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Mr. Crawford introduced H. F. No. 87, “An act to legalize the act of 
William Pilgrim, late Registrar of Deeds of Dakota county.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Crawford introduced 
H. F. No. 88, “An act to incorporate the Frankfort town andf eam 
any.” l 
j Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Campbell introduced 
H.-F. No. 89, “An act to repeal (so far as it relates to Otoe county) an 
act entitled an act to restrain ‘Sheep and swine from running at large in the 
counties of Cass, Nemeha and Otoe.” ` 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
ordered engrossed for third reading on Monday. 
Mr. Miniek introduced 
H. F. No. 90, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Aspinwall to the 
Kansas line.” 
Read first time. 
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On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Mr. Minick introduced 
H. F. No. 91, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Aspinwall to 
Beatrice.”’ 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
Mr. Robb introduced 
H. F. No. 92, “An act to establish a Ferry across the Missouri River, 
at Wyoming, in Otoe County.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and pill read second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Corporations, 
Mr. Robb introduced 
H. F. No. 93, “An act to incorporate the Wyoming Steam Mill and 
Manufacturing Company.’ , 
Read first time. 
Qn motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Rogers introduced 
H. F. No. 94, “An act to incorporate Pawnee city.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title and 
referred to the Committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Armstrong introduced | 
H. F. No. 95, “An act to authorize the levy and collection of a special 


tax in Douglas county, for the completion of the Court House and Jail in 
said county.” 


Read first time. 
On motion, 

The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr Thrall introduced, 

H. F. No. 96, “An act ‘entitled “an actto amend an act” entitled “an act 
to establish the office of Registrar of Deeds, and relating to the convey- 
ance of Real Estate,” approved Feb. 21st, 1855. 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Poppleton introduced, 

H. F. No. 97, “An act supplementary to the Practice act. 

Read first time. 

On motion, 


A 
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The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the commiteee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Thrall introduced, 
H. F. No. 98, “An act to incorporate the town of Central Bluffs.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, ; 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Morton introduced . 
H. F. No. 99, “An act to locate the County Seat of Gage county at the 
town of Beatrice.” 
Read first time. 
~ On motion, 
. The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to committee on County Seats and Boundaries. 
Mr. Steinberger introduced 
T F. No. 100, “An act to incorporate the Literary Association of Elk 
orn.” 
Read first time. 
‘On motion, - 
The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Donelan introduced 
H. F. No. 101, “An act to establish and keep a Ferry across the Platte 
River, at Cedar Island, Cass county, N. T. 
Read first time. 
On motion, f 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Marquette introduced a 
H. F. No. 102, “An act to incorporate Salt city in Lancaster county, . 
N. T.” 
Read first time. l 
Mr. Benedict introduced 
H. F. No. 103, “An act to incorporate the town of Fairview.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, ~ . . 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on corporations, 5 
Mr. Jones introduced i 
H. F. No. 104, “An act to establish a Ferry across the Loup Fork River, 
at Columbus.” ; 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read the second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
Mr. Taggart introduced, 
H. F. No. 105, “An act to incorporate the Dodge county Lyceum and 
Literary Association, in the Territory of Nebraska.” 
Read first time. 
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The following Reports of the Standing Committees were received: 


THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 


Reported H. F. No. 49, “A bill for an act to provide for the changing of 
the name of Pawnee county to that of Buchanan county,and recommend 
its passage after amending it so that the matter should be referred to the 
people of Pawnee at the next general election.” 

They also reported H. FINO, 20, “A bill for an act to encourage the 
growth of hedge fences in N 


braska,” and recommend its passage without 
amendment. i 


COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Your committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 75, aN bill for an 
act to incorporate the Falls City Manufacturing Company, recommend that 
said bill be amended by adding to Sec. 3 the words “Provided at any future 
session the Legislature may have the power to repeal this act, should it be- 
come satisfied that the privileges herein granted result injuriously to the 
inhabitants of the vicinity,” and with this amendment recommend its pas- 
possage. 


GEORGE CLAYES, Chairman, 
JAMES DAVIDSON, 

P. M. ROGERS, 

D. B. ROBB, 

J. S. MINICK, 


COMMITTEE ON ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Your committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 66, “An act to amend 
an act for locating, opening, repairing and changing County Roads” report 
the same back and recommend its passage. Also, H. F. No. 65, “An act 
to provide for a Territorial Road from Bellevue to Fort Kearney, report 
the same back, and recommend that it do not pass. Also, a Petition from 
Chas. H. Philpotand others, praying for a Territorial Road from Nebraska 
city, through the town of Beatrice, &c., recommend that noaction be taken 
upon said Petition, because, in the opinion of your committee, the object 
to be obtained can be effected under the general Road Law. l 


JAMES STEWART, Chairman, 
J. S. MINICK, 
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COMMITTEE ON COUNTY SEATS AND BOUND ARIES. 


Your committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 6, “An act to repeal an 
act entitled an act supplementary to an act to provide for the permanent 
location of the seat of justice of Richardson county, and supplementary to 
the aforesaid act entitled an act to previde for the permanent location of 
the seat of justice of Richardson county,” Have had the same under con- 
sideration, and report a substitute for said bill- . 

Your committee also report H. F. No. 63, “An act to provide for the 
relocation of County Seats” back, and recommend its passage. 

Your committee also report back H. F. No. 42, “A bill relative to new 
counties and alteration of county lines,” and recommend its passage with 
the following amendment: “in Sec. 3, strike out the words Probate Judge, 
and insert the words “County Tribunal.” , 

J. M. TAGGART, Chairman, 
C. T. HOLLOWAY, 
WM. B. HAIL, 
W. B. BECK, 
J. VAN HORN. 


COMMITTEE ON CORPORATIONS. 


Your committee, to whom was referred H. F. No. 62, “An act to incorpo- 
yate the Oak Dale Town Company,” and H. F. No.71, “An act to author- 
ize Thomas H. Marshall and Wallar Benedict associates and assigns to keep 
a ferry across the Missouri River at the town of Mount Vernon, Nemeha 
County,’ and H. F. No, 53, “An act to incorporate Dakota city,” and H. F. 
No. 82, “An act to incorporate the town of Loupsburgh,” and H. F. No. 
68, “A bill for an act to change the name of Pawnee city, in Pawnee 
county, to Jackson,” and H. F. No. 61, “An act to incorporate the Ionia 
Town and Ferry Company,” and H. F. No. 78, “A bill to authorize John 
. Cramer and John M. Taggart to erect and keep a mill dam across the Elk 
Horn River at Fontenelle,” and H. F. No. 77, “An act to incorporate 
Eclipse City,” and H. F. No. 83, “a bill for an act to grant a ferry charter 
to John L. Campbell, Wm. R. Blore, their associates and assigns, opposite 
the mouth of Vermillion river, in Minnesota Ty.,”’ beg leave to report the 
same back without amendment, and recommend their passage. Also, 

Your Committee to whom was. referred C. B. No. 42, “A bill for an 
act authorizing the city of Brownsville to dispose of property,” have had 
the.same under consideration, and recommend its passage with the follow- 
ing amendment: After Sec. 1, insert “Sec. 2, When at any time the cor- 
porate authorities of said city may deem it proper, to sell any portion of the 
real estate belonging thereto, they shall submit the matter to the legal 
voters of said city, and if by them approved, then said city authorities shall 
proceed to sell such property, at such times, and in such manner, as may 
to them seem best. 

C. T. HOLLOWAY, 
A. J. BENEDICT, 

J. A. STEINBERGER, 
P. G. COOPER, 

WM. B. HAIL. 
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` The following bills from the Council were taken up: 
C. B. No. 73, “An act to confirm the title of George L. Miller to certain 
real estate in the city of Omaha.” 
Read first time, 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
C. B. No. 31, “An act to incorporate the town of Tamaqua.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 13, “An act to incorporate the Concord Town and Ferry Com- 
pany.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
“A Memorial and Joint Resolution praying for one or more additional 
land districts, in the Western Portion of the Territory.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title. 
Mr. Steinberger moved to strike out the name of “Fenner Furguson.” . 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Holloway, 
It was referred to a select committee of three. 
Messrs. Holloway, Minick, and Cooper were appointed said committee, 
C. B. No. 6, “A bill for an act to amend the charter of Nemeha city.” 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read the first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 61, “A bill for an act ot prondmg for the re-location of county 
seats.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title. 
On motion of Mr. Cooper, 
It was referred to a select committee of three. 
Messrs. Cooper, Crawford, and Campbell were appointed said committee. 
C. B. No. 17, “A bill to establish a board of Territorial Agriculture.” 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read the first and second time by 
its title. 
Mr. Minick moved to amend by inserting the names of Wm. B. Beck, 
and Thomas J. Parks. 


Carried. 
Xr Holloway moved toamend by inserting the name of Wm. E. Watson 
arpy. 


Z 
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Mr. Jones moved to amend by inserting with the names of the incorpora- 
tors, the names of the counties respectively in which they reside. 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend by inserting the name of Dr. Wm. Moore, 
of Washington county. 

Mr. Taggart moved to insert the name of W. B. Beatly, of Monroe 
county. 

Me Campbell moved to strike out the name of “M. S. Reeves,” and 
insert that of “Joseph Foote, of Otoe county.” . 

Mr. Marquette moved to strike out the name of “Broad Cole,’’ and insert 
that of “Samuel Maxwell.” 

Mr. Minick moved to refer the bill and amendments to the committee on 
Agriculture. 


~ Carried. 


Mr. Thrall moved to adjourn. 
Lost. : 
On motion, 
The House took a recess until 2 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


House met, 
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
Jan. 2d, 1858. \ 
Mr. Speaker : 


I am instructed to inform your Hon. Body, that the Council have 


- passed the following bills: 


C. B. No. 35, “An act to locate a Territorial Road;’’ C. B. No. 37, “A 
bill for an act to incorporate the town of Cambftidge;” O. B. No. 45, “An 
act to locate a Territorial road from Bellevue to Omaha city;” C. B. No. 
47, “An act to incorporate the town of Bedford. in Monroe county;” C. 
B. No. 56, “A bill for an act to establish a Ferry at W-yoming;” O. B. 
No. 57, “A bill for an act to establish a Ferry across the Missouri River, 
at Liberty in Cass county;” C. B. No 58, “A bill for an act to establish a 
Ferry across the Platte River;” C. B. No. 59, “A bill for an act to-in- 
corporate the town of Liberty, in Cass county;” C. B. No. 70, “An actto 
amend an act entitled an act, to incorporate the Florence Bridge Com- 
pany;” C. B. No. 76, “Joint Resolution relative to School Lands;” C. B. 
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No. 43, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Milan;” O. B. No. 
44, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Waterville;” C. B. No. 
50, “An act to incorporate the city of Buchanan in Platte county;” C. B. 
No. 28, “An act to incorporate the Emerson Land company;” C. B. Ne. 
68, “A bill for an act to locate a Territorial Road, from Nemeha city to 
the Otoe Mission,” and the concurrence of the House is respectfully re- 
quested, 

I am also directed to return you H. F. No, 1, “A bill to incorporate 
the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska;” H. F. No. 
50, “An act to change the name of William Birtwhistle;’ H. F. No. 55, 
“An act to incorporate the town of North Rock Bluffs; H. F. No. 60, 
“An act to change the name of Achilles Rogers to George Rogers,” the 
same having passed the Council without amendment, 

I also return you H. F. No. 48, “A Joint Resolution relative to the es- 
tablishment of a tri-weekly mail from Omaha city to Dakota city; also, a 
bi-weekly mail from Dakota city to Niobrarah, |’Hauqui Court county,” 
the same having passed the Council with the following amendment: Strike 
out “Dakota city” where it occurs, both in the title and body of the bill, 
and insert the “town of Covington, in Dakota county,” and the concur- 
rence of the House is respectfully requested. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


C. B. No. 30, “An act to amend No. 31, of part first of the code of Ne- 
braska,” approved Jonuary 26, 1856. 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and the bill read sccond time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
C. B. No. 23, “A bill for an act to repeal sec. 8, chap. 3, of an act, re- 
specting practice and proceedings in courts of Justice,” and for other pur- 
oses. 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 
C. B. No. 29, “A bill for an act to create the county of Pine, and Jocate 
the county seat thereof.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the committee on county seats and county boundaries. 
C. B. No. 18, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Cincinnati.” 
` Read first time. 3 
motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the committee on corporations. 
C. B. No. 32, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Columbus.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
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The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on corporations. 
C. B. No. 49, “A bill for an act to authorize county clerks to perform 
certain acts therein named.” 
Read first time. 
On motion. 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
C. B. No. 27, “A bill for an act to organize Green county, and locate 
the county seat thereof.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on county seats and county boundaries. 
C. B. No. 54, “Joint Resolution and Memorial, relative to grant of 
lands for Rail Road purposes.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Federal Relations, 


\ 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENGROSSED AND ENROLLED 
BILLS. 


Mr. Speaker : 


Your committee having had under examination H. F. No. 17, “Me- 
morial for a daily mail from Iowa city, Iowa, to Omaha city, N. T;’’ also, 
H. F. No. 24, Memorial and Joint Resolution, relative to the establish- 
ment of a new Surveying District and the office of Surveyor General, for 
the Territory of Nebraska;” and, H. F. No. 74, “A bill for an act to au- 
thorize Wm. B. Hail, his associates and assigns to establish and keep a 
Ferry across the Missouri River, at Nebraska city, Otoe county, N. T;” 
also. H. F. No. 20, “An act to prevent the improper and criminal use of 
deadly weapons;” also, “Preamble and Joint Resolution relative to Kansas 
affairs,” beg leave to report them back to the House as correctly en- 
grossed. 


J. W. PADDOCK, Chairman. 


©. B. No, 48, “A bill for an act to locate a Territorial Road from Oma- 
ha city, to Sauntee. in Sarpy county. 
Read first time. 
On motion, . 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second timefby its title, and 
referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
C. B. No. 10, “A bill for an act to regulate fees and salaries.” 
Read first time, 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title. 
as Paddock moved to refer the bill to the committee on Ways and 
eans. 
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Lost. 
Mr. Morton moved to refer it to a select committee of five. 
Carried. 
Messrs. Morton, Campbell, Charahetiy Poppleton and Taggárt were 
appointed said committee. 
©. B. No. 68, “A pill for an act to iboats a territerial road from Nemeha 
city to the Utoe Mission.” 
Read first time. 
On motion the rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by 
its title, and referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
C. B. No. 27, “An act to incorporate the Emerson Land Company.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, 
and referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
C. B. No. 28, “An act to incorporate the Emerson Land’ Company.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 50, “An act to incorporate the city of Buchanan, in Platte 
county. 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and - 
referred to the committee on corporations. 
C. B. No. 44, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Waterville.” - 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
_ The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 43, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Milan.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 


The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 76, “Joint resolution relative to School Lands.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Common Schools, Colleges, and Universities.” 
C. B. No. 70, “An act to amend an act’ entitled “an act to incorporate 
the Florence Bridge Company.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 59, “An act to incorporate the town of Liberty, in Cass 
county.” 
Read first time. 
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On motion, 
The rules were suspended, ond the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 58, “A bill for an act to establish a Ferry across the Platte 
river,” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 57, “A bill for an act to establish a Ferry across the Missouri 
river at Liberty, i in Cass county.” 
Read first time. 
-- Qn motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 56, “A bill for an act to establish a Ferry at Wyoming.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title and 
referred to the committee on Corporations. . 
C. B. No. 47, “An act to incorporate the town of Bedford, in Monroe 
county.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read socond time by its title and 
referred to committee on Corporations, 
C. B. No 45, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Bellevue to 
Omaha City.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, bill read second time by its-title, and referred 
to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
C. B. No. 37, “A bill to incorporate the town of Cambridge, Otoe 
county.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committe on Corporations. 
Mr. Campbell moved to re-consider the vote by which the bill was 
referred. 
Lost. _ f 
C. B. No. 35, “An act to locate a Territorial Road.” 
Read first time. - 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title and 
“referred to the committee on Roads and Bridges. 
C. B. No. 11, “A bill for an act to license and regulate the sale of 
malt, spiritdus, ‘and vinious liquors in the oy of Nebraska ` 
Was taken up. . 
Mr., Cooper moved the indefinite postponement of the bill, upon which 


the ayes and nays were demanded, š 
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- Pending which 
A call of the House was ordered. 

Messrs, Donelan and Strickland were absent. 
On motion, 

All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

The ayes and nays were now taken upon the indefinite postponement 
and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Benedict, Clayes, Chambers, Cooper, Murphy, Minick, 
Robb, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, 
Thrall, Taggart and Van Horn—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Campbell, Cromwell, Davidson, 
Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Marquette, Morton, Poppleton, 
Paddock, Perkins and Rogers,—17. 

Lost. 

Mr. Cooper moved to amend, by striking outin Sec. 1, “5,000” and 
insert “ 1,000.” 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Abbe, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, Chambers, Cromwell, 
Cooper, Jones, Murphy, Minick, Paddock, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart of 
Douglas, Thrall, Van Horn and Mr. Speaker—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Campbell, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, 
King, Marquette, Morton, Poppleton, Perkins, Rogers, Stewart of Wash- 
ington, Sheldon and Taggart,—15. 

Carried. 

Mr. Abbe in the chair. 

. Mr. Decker moved to re-consider the vote. 

Lost. 

Mr. Marquette moved to amend by inserting before the words “one 
thousand,” the words “not less than,” and after the words “one thousand, ? 
the words “not more than five thousand, as may be determined by the 
County Commissioners at the time they grant to said applicant his 
license.” 

Which was carried. 

A call of the House was demanded. 

Mr. Jones was absent. 

On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched after absentee. 
On motion, 

All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

On motion the bill was read third time. 

Mr. Holloway moved that the bill do now pass. 

Pending which 

A call of the House was demanded. 

Messrs. Campbell, Murphy, Paddock, Robb, Steinberger and Strickland 
were absent. 

On motion, n 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched after absentees. 
On motion, l 

Mr. Strickland was excused until Monday morning.. 
On motion, 


a 
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All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 
The ayes and nays were now taken upon the passage of the bill, and 
resulted as follows : X 
Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Crawford, Campbell, Chambers, Crom- 
well Davidson, Hail, Holloway,Gates, Jones, King, Marquette, Morton, Pop- 
pleton, Paddock, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, Taggart and Mr. Speaker—21. 
Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Clayes, Cooper, Benedict, Donelan, -Murphy, 
Minick, Steingerger, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, 
Thrall and Van Horn,—13. 
Carried. 
On motion the title was agreed to. 
On motion, 
H. F. No. 75, “A bill for an act to incorporate the Falls City Manufac- 
turing Company,” was ordered engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 
On motion, ° 
The House adjourned until Monday morning, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


S M. CUNAN, Chief Clerk. 


MONDAY, January 4th, 1857. 


_ 


MORNING SESSION. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Journal read and approved. 


On motion, 
Mr. Strickland was granted leave of absence 2 hours. 
Mr. Robb presented a petition from citizens of Otoe and Cass counties, 
praying for the erection of a new county. 
On motion, 
The petition was referred to the committee on county seats and boundaries. 
Mr. Marquette presented a remonstrance of citizens of Cass county against 
the formation of a new county. 
On motion, 
The remonstrance was referred to the committee on county seats and 
boundaries. 
Mr. Sheldon introduced, 


“j 
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A memorial and joint resolution relative to a grant of Public Lands to the 
actual settlers of Nebraska. 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended and memorial read second time by its title, - 
and referred to the committee on Federal Relations. 

The following notices of bills were given: 

By Mr. Jones, 
Of a bill for an act, for a Ferry charter at the town of North Bend in 
Dixon county. 
Also, 
Of a bill for an act regulating the Northern Election District of Nebraska. 
By Mr. Taggart, 

Of a bill for a Territorial Road from Covington, Dakota county, via Dakota 
city, to Fontenelle. 

Also, A 

Of a bill for a Territorirl Road from Fontenelle to DeWitt, and thence to 
the Running Water River. 

By Mr. King, 

Of a bill to incorporate the town of Raulo, in Richardson county. 
By Mr. Robb, 

Of rine to incorporate Wyoming College. 

SO, , 

Of a bill to locate a Territorial Road from Nebraska city to Rock Bluffs. 
Also, i 

Of a bill to incorporate the Wyoming Stock Building Company. 
Also, j 

Of a bill to erect a new county. 
By Mr. Rogers, 

Of a bill prohibiting civil writs from being served an any member of the 
Council or House of Representatives for ten days before the convening of, 
or ten days after the rise of said Legislature. 

By Mr. Armstrong, | 
Of a bill for an act authorizing certain payments to Thomas B. Cuming. 
By Mr. Morton, 

Of a bill to provide for the organization of the county of Rankin, the 

county of Thayer, the county of Easterbrook. 
Mr. Taggart introduced H. F. No. 106, 

“A bill for an act to amend an act” entitled, “an act to incorporate 
the Fontenelle Bridge and Ferry Company.” 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its title, 

and referred to the Committee on Corporations. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE oe ENGROSSED AND ENROLLED 
BILLS. 


Mr. Speaker : 


Your committee have had under examination H. F. No. 1, “An act to in- 
corporate the Grand Lodge of Free and accepted Masons of Nebraska;” also, 


a 


*, 


m 
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H. F. No. 50, “An act to change the name of William Birtwhistle;” H. F. 
No. 55, “An act to incorporate the town of North Rock Bluffs;” H. F. No. 
60, “An act to change the name of Achilles Rogers to George Rogers,” and 
beg leave to report the same as being correctly enrolled. 


J. W. PADDOGK, Chairman. 


Mr, Taggart introduced, 
H. F. No. 107, “A bill for an act to re-locate the seat of Justice of Cuming 
county.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on county seats, &c. 
Mr. Rogers introduced, 
H. F. No. 108, “A. bill for the encouraging of the building of Mills ang 
Machinery exempt from taxes. ee 
Read first time, 
On motion; . ` 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Judiciary. l 
— Mr. Strickland introduced, 
H. F. No. 109, “An act to incorporate the town of Larimer,in Sarpy 
county.” l » 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were supended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Corporations. r 
Mr. Holloway introduced, 
H. F. No. 110. “An act to establish the county of Ferguson and locate 
the county seat thereof.” ` 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on county seats and boundaries. 
. Mr. Thrall introduced, 
H. F. No. 111, “An act to incorporate the N ebraska Medical Society.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title. 
Mr. Campbell moved to amend by inserting the name of “Bayard T. Wise” 
in section one, as one of the incorporators. 
Carried. - 
On motion, 
The bill was further amended by inserting in section one, the following 
names rol 8. Stats viz:, “Wm. Longsdorf, H. M. Seville, Wm. Moore 


ne s 


and. Christian G. Stutsman.” 
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Mr. Thrall moved to further amend by inserting “and all other regular 
ene physicians. ' 
st. 


On motion of Mr. Thrall, 
The bill and amendments were referred to a select committee of three. 
Messrs. Thrall, Campbell and Armstrong wereappointed such committee. 
Mr. Cooper introduced, 

H. F. No. 112, “A bill to prevent the improper issue of the Omaha and 
Chicago Bank.” 

Read first time. 

On motion, 

Mr. Gates was granted leave of absence. 

Mr. Morton moved the rejection of the bill. 

A callof the House was demanded. 

Mr. Murphy was absent. 

On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after absentees. 
ie ayes and nays were demanded on Mr. Morton’s motion and resulted as 
follows : s 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Campbell, Cromwell, Murphy, Morton, 
o Poppleton, Paddock, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon, Thrall and Van 

orn—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Campbell, Chambers, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Marquette, Perkins, Robb, 
a Steinberger, Stewart of Washington and Taggart—18. 

ost, ~ ioe Re 

Mr. Hail moved that the rules be suspended, and the bilt<read second 
time by its title, and referred to the committee on Banks and Currency. 

The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Chambers, Cooper, Donelan, 
Davidson, Hail,‘ Holloway, Jones, King, Marquette, Perkins, Robb, Rog- 
ers, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Stewart of Washington, Taggart and 
Van Horn—20. 

Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Campbell, Cromwell, Murphy, 
Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Sheldon and Thrall—12. 

Carried. 

Mr. Minick introduced 

H. F. No. 113, “An act to amend an act entitled an act to restrain sheep 
and swine from running at large in the counties of Cass, Nemeha and Otoe. 
Approved Feb. 13th, 1857. l 

Read first time. > 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title, and 

referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. Crawford introduced 

H. F. No. 114, “An act to provide forthe appointment of a Commission- 
er to revise the statutes of the Territory and prepare a Code of Practice.” 

Read first time. 

On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill read second time by its title. 
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oi, Popploton moved its reference. te the vorimiittee on the Judiciary. 

ost. eS , < T 
Mr. Poppleton moved to“refer it to the -committee of the Whole, and 

make it the special order for to-morrow afternoon. 


~ 


f Lost. rou k 
Mr. Holloway moved to refer itto a select committee of. three. 
Carried. . 


Messrs. Holloway, Poppleton and Crawford were appointed such com- 
mittee. ; - : 
Mr. Armstrong moved that the order of business be suspended, and H. F. 
No. 80, “A bill for an act providing for the collection of the Revenue” be 
taken up. 
~ Carried. 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, | 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title; and: re- 
ferred to acommittee of one. 
Mr. Armstrong was appointed said committee. 
On motion of Mr. Abbe, 
The House took a recess until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


House met, os `> 


On motion, 
The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the special 
order ofthe day, whieh was “A memorial relative to the Publice Lands.” 
Mr. Armstrong in the chair. 
After remaining some time therein the committee arose, reported pro- 
gress, ind asked leave to sit again, which was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. — 


_— 


Mr. Speaker - 


I am instructed to inform your Hon. body that the following bills 
have passed the Council, and the concurrence of the House is respectfully 
requested. | 


C. B. No. 33, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Roc! ester,” 
C. B. No. 26, “An act to establish a Ferry acrogs the Missouri River, at 
Central City, in Burt county.” 


i 


~ 


e 
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C. B. No. 41, “A bill foran act to establish a ferry across the Missouri 
River, at San Francisco, in Nemeha county.” 

C. B. No. 36, “A bill for an act to rescind and refund ‘certain Territorial 
Taxes.” 

C. B. No. 52, “A bill for an act to charter a ferry across the Missouri River, 
at Aspinwall, N. T.” ` 

C. B. No. 65, “Anact to incorporate Fort Calhoun.” l 

C. B. No. 89, “A bill for an act to provide for the election of Coroners and 
for other purposes.” 

C. B. No. 91, “Joint Resolution in relation to Public Printer.” 

I also return you 

H. F. No. 16, “A bill to establish a Territorial Road from Tekema to 
Fontenelle.” 

Also, 

H. F. No. 34, “Anactto incorporate the Cleveland Land Company,” the 

same having passed the Council without amendment. 


WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


The committee on Public Printing mado the following 


REPORT. \ 


Your committee to whom was referred a “Petition signed by fifteen jour- 
neymen printers, praying for a bill making it unlawful to do the printing 
out of the Territory,” report 

H. F. No. 115, “An act to make it unlawful to have the public printing 
executed without the limits of the Territory,” and recommend its passage. 


T. M. MARQUETTE, 
J. DAVIDSON, 
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, 
J. S. MORTON, 

JOHN M. TAGGART. 


Also, 
Your committee on Agriculture to whom was referred, 
©. B. No. 17, “A bill to establish a Territorial Board of Agriculture,” 
with certain amendments, report the same back and recommend its passage, 
as amended. 
S. A. CHAMBERS, 
A. F. CROMWELL. 
J. S. MORTON, 
J. VAN HORN. 


Mr. Aamstrong, a committee of one to whom was referred, 
H. F. No. 80, “A bill providing for the collection of the revenue,” 
Reports the same back, amended, and recommends its passage. 


vA 
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Your committee on Roads and Bridgés tó whom was referred, 
re F. No. 86, “An act to establish a road from Ionia to tho Elk Horn.” 

S0, i 
H. F. No. 90, “An act to locate a Territorial road from Aspinwall to 
_ the Kansas line.” ; i = ae 

Also, 

H. F. No. 91, “An act to locate a Territorial road from Aspinwall to 
Beatrice.” 

Also, l 

C. B. No. 35, “An act to locate a Territorial road from Decatur in Burt 
gouniy, to Columbus in Platte county.” _—- 

lso, 

C. B. No. 68, “A bill for an act to locate a Territorial road from Nemeha 
city to the Otoe Mission.” 

Also, 

C. B. No. 48, “A bill to locate a Territorial road from Omaha city to 
Sauntee in Sarpy county,” having had the same under consideration, report 
them back and recommend that they do not pass. 


JAMES STEWART, Chairman, 
D. B. ROBB, 

W. R. THRALL, 

J. S. MINICK, 

E. C. JONES. 


JUDICIARY. 


Your committee on the. Judiciary to whom was reférred the: Executive 
Message, in relation to legalizing the acts of commissioners, report a bill in 
accordance therewith and recommend its passage. 

Also, 

To whom was referred, 

H. F. No. 84, “An act to legalize the assessment list and tax duplicate of 
Dakota county, for the fiscal year of 1856 and 1857,” with instructions to 
prepare a bill applicable to the whole Territory, report the bill so amended 
and recommend its passage. j ; 

Your committee further report, 7 

C. B. No. 73, “An act to confirm the title of George L. Miller to certain 
real estate in the city of Omaha.” 

Also, 

H. F. No. 73, “A bill for an act authorizing private persons to sue out 
writs of quo-warrants and mandamus.” 

Also, 
` H. F. No. 87, “An act to legalize the acts of Wm. Pilgrim, late Registrar 
of Deeds of Dakota county,” and recommend their passage. a 


_W..G. CRAWFORD, Chairman. l 
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CORPORATIONS. 


Your committee on Corporations to whom was referred, 

C. B. No.2, “An act to incorporate the city of Washington.” 

Also, š 

H. F. No.81, “An act to incorporate the Tepeota town and Ferry company,” 
Report the same back without amendment and recommend their passage, 


C. T. HOLLOWAY, Chairman. 


On motion, 
The amendment proposed by the Council to 
H. F. No. 48, “Joint Resolution and Memorial relative to the establish- 
ment of a tri-weekly mail from Omaha city to Dakota city, &e.,” was agreed to 
The following bills from the Council were read first time, and 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its title. 
C. B. Nb. 16, “An act to permanently locate the county seat of Washington 
county.” 
On motion of Mr. Cooper, 
Tt was referred to a select committee of three. 
The following bills from the Council were read first time and the second 
time by their title, and referred to the committee on Corporations: 
C. B. No. 65, “An act to incorporate Fort Calhoun.” 
C. B. No. 52, “A bill for an act to charter a Ferry across the Missouri river 
at Aspinwall, N. T. 
C. B. No. 41, “A bill for an act to establish a Ferry across the Missouri river 
at San Francisco, Nemeha county.” 
C. B. No. 26, “An act to establish a Ferry across the Missouri river at 
Central city, iu Burt county.” 
C. B. No. 33, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Rochester.” 
The following bills from the Council were taken up and read first time, and . 
the second time by their titles and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
C. B. No. 89, “A bill for an act to provide for the election of coroners and 
for other purposes.” 
G. B. No. 36, “A bill for an act to rescind and refund certain Territorial 
taxes. 
C. B. No. 19, “A bill for an act to fix the time for convening the Legislative 
Assembly.” 
On motion 
C. B. No. 19, was read third time, passed and title agreed to 
C. B. No. 91, “Joint resolution relative to public printer” 
Was read, and 
On motion, 
Referred to the committee on public printing. 
On motion, ; 
Mr. Stewart of Washington was granted leave of absence until to-morrow. 
The following bills of the House were read third time, passed and their 
hitles agreed to, 
H. F. No. 89, “An act to repeal an act so far as it relates to Otoe county, 
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entitled, an act to restrain sheep.and swine from running at large in the 
counties of Cass, Nemeha and Otoe.” 
H. F. No. 20, “An act to prevent the improper and criminal use of deadly 


ie a 
. F. No. 40, “An act to incorporate the town of Breckenridge, and 
establish a Ferry at said point.” 

H. F. No. 3, “An act to amend an act,” entitled, “an act to-amend an 
cig ala “an act to incorporate the Simpson University, at Omaha city, 

H. F. No. 39, “An act to incorporate the town of Granada.” ` 

H. F. No. 74, “An act to authorize Wm. B. Hail, his associates and assigns 
to establish and keep a ferry across the Missouri river, at Nebraska city, 
Qtoe county, N. T.” was read third time. 

A call of the House was demanded. 

Messrs. Jones and Minick were absent. 

On motion, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after absentees, 
On motion, 

All further proceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. Strickland moved that the bill do now pass. 

The ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Chambers, Cromwell, 
Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Holloway, Jones, King, Marquette, 
oe Rogers, Steinberger, Strickland, Taggart, Van Horn and Mr. Speaker 
oA . f 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Campbell, Murphy, Morton, Minick, 
Po pee Paddock, Perkins, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon and Thrall—12. 

arried. 
- On motion. 
The title was agreed to. 


X 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Mr Speaker : 


- I am instructed to inform your Hon. Body that the Council have 
passed the following bills : 

C. B. No. 62, “a bill for an act to incorporate the town of Tecumseh, 
in Johnson county.” 5 l : 

C. B. No. 63, “An act to incorporate the Fort Calhoun and Iowa Ferry 
Company.” and C. B. No. 83, “A bill for an act to establish a ferry across 
the Missouri river at Yaneton, in Richardson county.” 

And the concurrence of the House is respectfully requested. 

I also return you H. F. No. 14, “A bill to incorporate the town of 
Monroe, in Monroe county,” the same having passed the Council without 
amendment. 


‘ _ W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk, 


‘H.-F. No. 7, “An act to incorporate the town of Syracuse,” was read 
third time. 


> 
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a prmseone moved to re-commit the bill to a select committee of three. 


Mr, ‘Strickland moved that the bill do now pass. 

The ayes and nays were demanded, and resulted as follows: l 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Benedict, Chambers, Cromwell, Don- 
elan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, ' King, Murphy, Marquette, 
AE »Robb, Rogers, Steinbetger, Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart and Van 

orn—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Clayes, Campbell, Cooper, Morton, Poppleton, 
Paddock, Stewart of Douglas, and Thrall—9. 

Carried. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend the title by adding the words, “and to 
appoint a Justice of the Peace, of Otoe county.” 

r. Strickland moved to lay that motion on the table. 

The ayes and aay were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Marquette, Perkins, 
Rogers, Steinberger, Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart and Van.Horn—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Campbell, Morton, Minick, 
Po pleton, Paddock, Robb, Stewart of Douglas and Thrall—11. 

arried 
On motion, 
The title was agreed to, 
On leave, 

Mr. Strickland made the following report: 

The select committee to whom was referred, 

H. F. No. 23, “An act to more clearly define the powers and duties of 
Notaries Public.” 

Report the same back and recommend to amend the bill by striking out 
sec. 5, and oan its passage. 


‘ee 


S. A. STRICKLAND, 
J. STEWART of Douglas, 
J. W. PADDOCK. 


H. F. No. 76, “An act to incorporate Otoe city, in Otoe county.” 
Was ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
On leave, 
Mr, Thrall gave notice of a billto incorporate the Nebraska Historical 
Societ 
H. F. No. 6, “A bill for fixing the seat of Justice of Richardson county.” 
Was taken up, and 
On motion, 
The report of the committee was adopted, and 
. The bill ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
H. F. No. 63, “A bill for an act to provide for the relocation of county 
seats” 
Was taken up, and 
On motion, 
The report of the committee was adopted, 
Mr. Morton moved that the bill be recommitted to the còmmittee of-the 
Whole, and made the special order for Tuesday: 


PA 


oe 
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Lost. 


Mr. Armstrong moved to. recommit the.select committee of three, to whom 
was committed a C. B. of:same nature. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Cooper, 
‘Further consideration of the bill was postponed, until to-morrow. 

Mr. Morton- moved that the special committee to. whom was referred the 
C. B. in relation to the relocation of county seats, be instructed to report ` 
to-morrow. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr:.Steinberger, 

H. F. No. 82, “An act to incorporate the town of Loupsburgh.” 

Was taken up, and 

Recommitted to the committee on Corporations. 

i H. F. No. 42, “A bill relative to new counties and the alteration of county 
ines 

Was taken up, and 

On motion, i 

The report of the committee adopted, and the bill ordered engrossed for 

a third reading to-morrow. ; 
On motion, 

The committee on Public’ Printing were instructed to report on Joint 

Resolution relative to Public Printer, to-morrow. 
On motion, 
The House took a recess until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock A. M. 


TUESDAY, January 5th, 1858. 


MORNING SESSION. 
House met. 


On motion of Mr: Crawford, 
H. F. No. 31, “An act to incorporate thé Tepeota Town and Ferry Com- 
any.” ; j 
l Was taken up, and re-committed to the Committee on Corporations. 
The following bills from the Council were read first time, and on motion, 
the rules were suspended, and the bills read second time by their title, and 
referred to the Committee on Corporations. 
C. B. No. 63, “An act to incorporate the Fort Calhoun-and Towa Ferry 
Company.” 
C. B. No. 83, “A bill for an act to establish a Ferry across the Missouri 
River at Yancton, in Richardson county.” i 
`€. B.-No. 62, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Tecumseh, in 
Johnson county.” i i 


184 Tuesday, January 5th, 1858. 


The following bills of the House were read second time by their title, 
and on motion, referred to thè Committee on Corporations. 

H. F. No.105, “An act to incorporate the Dodge eounty Lyceum and 
Literary Association in the Territory of Nebraska.” 
om F. No. 102, “An act to incorporate Salt city in Lancaster county, 

H. F. No. 105, “An act to make it unlawful to have the Public Printing 
executed without the limits of our own Territory.” 

Was taken up, and the report of the committe adopted, and the bill read 
the first time. 

Report of the Committee on engrossed and enrolled bills. 

Your committee have had under examination, 

H. F. No. 75, “A bill for an act to incorporate the Falls city Manufac- 
turing Company.” i 

And beg leave to report the same back to the House as correctly 
_ engrossed. ; 


J. W. PADDOCK, Chairman 
j J. G. ABBE, i 

JAMES DAVIDSON, 

H., J. VAN HORN, 

P. G. COOPER. 


H. F. No. 23, “An act to more clearly define the powers and duties of 
Notaries Public.” l 

Was taken up, and on motion re-committed to the select committee. -- 

H. F. No. 66, “An act to amend an act “entitled” an act for locating, 
opening, repairing, and changing county roads.” 

Was taken up, on motion the report of the Committee was adopted and 
the bill ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Strickland moved to take up the motion, to re-consider the vote on 
the resolutions relative to Delegate to Congress. 

Carried. 

Mr. Strickland moved to lay the motion to re-consider on the table. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, 
Paddock, Robb, Rogers, Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Taggart, Van 
Horn and Mr. Speaker—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Jones, Murphy, 
Minick, Poppleton, Perkins, Steinberger, Stewartof Douglas, Sheldon and 
Thrall—-13. 

Carried. 

Mr. Strickland moved to instruct the clerk to report the resolution back 
to the Council as having passed the House. 

The ayes and nays were demanded. 

Ayes—Messrs. Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, 
Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, King, Marquette, Morton, 
Paddock, Robb, Rogers, Stewartof Washington, Strickland, Taggart, Van 
Horn and Mr, Speaker—22. 
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Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Clayes, Crawford, Jones, Murphy, 
Minick, Poppleton, Perkins, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Sheldon and 
Thrall—13 

Carried. 


MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE. 


BY H. C. ANDERSON, PRIVATE SECRETARY. 
Mr. Speaker : 


= I am directed to inform your Hon. body that the following named 
acts have received the signature of the Executive. 

H. F. No. 50, “An act to change the name of William Birtwhistle.” 

H. F. No. 55, “An act to incorporate the town of North Rock Bluffs.” 

H. N No. 17, “Memorial for a daily mail from Iowa city, Iowa, to Omaha 
city, r” 

i. F. No. 1, “A bill to incorporate the Grand Lodge of Free and 
accepted Masons of Nebraska.” 

H. F. No. 26, “An act to abolish the use of private seals.” 

H. F. N 0. 60, “An act to change the name of Achilles Rogers to George 
Rogers.” 

H. F. No. 24, “Memorial and Joint Resolution relative to the establish- 
ment of a new Surveying District and the office of Surveyor General for 
the Territory of Nebraska.” 

Mr. Hail in the chair. 

' Mr. Crawford offered a protest of the miniority against the action of the 
majority in relation to the resolution relative.to Delegate in Congress. 

The following report from the Committee on engrossed and enrolled bills 
was received. 


Mr, Speaker: 


Your committee on engrossed and enrolled bills have had under examin- 
ation H. F. No. 16, “An act to establish a Territorial Road from Tekama, 
to Fontenelle;”’ also, H. F. No. 34, “An act to incorporate the Cleveland 
Land Company;” also, H. F. No. 14, A» act to incorporate the town of 
Monroe, in Monroe county. = 

.And report them back to the House the game being correctly enrolled. 


J. W. PADDOCK, 
J. G. ABBE; 
. JAMES DAVIDSON, 
J. VAN HORN, 
P. G. COOPER. 


a 


On motion, 
The House took a recess until 2.30 P., M. 


a 
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AFTERNOON SESSION, 


House met. Ş 


The following bills reported by the Committees, were taken up, the 

reports adopted, and, 
On motion, 

The rules were suspended, and the bills read third time by their titles, 
passed and titles agreed to. 

H. F. No. 87, “An act to legalize the act of William Pilgrim, late 
Registrar of Deeds for Dakota county.” 

H. F. No. 75, “An act to incorporate the Falls city Manufacturing Com- 

any.” 
s id F, No. 86, “An act to establish a Road from Ionia, to the Elk Horn.” 

H. F. No. 90, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Aspinwall to the 
Kansas line.” 

H. F. No. 30, “An actto lay out and establish a Territorial Road from 
Nebraska city, to Falls city in Richardson county:”’ 

H. F.- No. 45, “An act to establish a Territorial Road from Omaha city, 
to Forrest city, in Sarpy county.” ~ 

H. F. No. 9, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Rock Bluffs, to 
Elk Horn city. m s 

H. F No. 53, “A bill for an act to incorporte Dakota City. — 

H. F. No. 61, “An act to incorporate the Ionia Town and ferry Com- 

any.” ' 
i H. F. No. 71, “An act to authorize Thomas H. Marshall and Wallas 
Benedict their associates and assigns to keep a Ferry across the Missouri 
River at the town of Mount Vernon, in Nemeha county.” 

H. F. No. 83, “A bill for an act to Grant a Ferry charter to John L, Camp- 
bell, William R. Blore, their associates and assigns opposite the mouth of 
Vermilion River, in Minnesota Territory.” 

H. F. No. 62, “An act to- incorporate the Oak-dale Town Company.” 

H. F. No. 78, “A bill to authorize John Cramer and John M. Taggart 
to erect and keep a mill-dam across the Elk Horn River at Fontenelle.” 

H. F. No. 77, “An act to incorporate Eclipse city.” .- 

H. F. No. 65, “A bill for an act to provide for a Territorial Road from 
Bellevue to Fort Kearney.” 

C B.No. 2, “An act toincorporate the city of Washington in Dakota 
county ”’ 

C. B. No. 68, “A bill for an act to locate a Territorial Road from Nemeha ~ 
city to the Otoe Mission.” 

C. B. No. 35, “An act to locate a Territorial Road.” 2 

C. B. No. 48, “A bill to locate a Territorial Road from Omaha city, to 
Sauntee, in Sarpy county ” 

C. B. No. 73, “An act to confirm the title of George L. Miller, to certain 
Real Estate in the city of Omaha.” 

H. F. No. 91, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from Aspinwall to 
Beatrice.” 
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On motion, 

Was indefinitely postponed. 

H. F. No. 68, “A bill for, an act to change the name, óf Pawnee city, in 
* Pawneé county; to J: ackson.” = 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Cromwell moved to amend, by striking out the word “Jackson” 
where it occured i inthe body ‘and: titlé of thie bill, and insérting the word 
“Lebanon.” ‘ 

- Carried. 
On motion, 
_ The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


COUNCIL CHAMBER, : 
r ‘Jan. 5th, 1858. 
Mr. Speaker : 


I am directed to inform your Hon. Body, that the Council have 
passed the following bills: ' , 
C. B. No. 7, “A bill for act to incorporate the Nemeha city Hydraulic 
Company.” 
Also, i 
0: B. No. 39, “A bill for an act to amend an act “entitled” “ Common 
Schools.” 
C. B. No. 64, “A bill for an act to amend sec. 28, and to repeal sec. 32, 
of an act “entitled Common Schools,” approved Jan. 26th, 1856. 
C. B. No. 67, “Substitute for á bill for an act to ainend an act i providing 
for the collection of the revenie.” : 
C. B. No. 69, “An act.to incorporate the Pacific PAN eee 
C. B. No. 7 7, “A bill for an act to incorporate the town of Eldorado, in 
Otoe county.” ` 
C. B. No. 78, “A bill for an act to authorize the erection of a mill- dam 
on the north fork of big Nemeha River.” i 
C. B. No. 79, “An act to incorporate the town of South Bend i in Cass 
count 
C. B? No. 55, “A bill for an act to iñcarpórate the Auburn mill company.” 
C. B. No. 96, “An act to incorporate the Decatur Iron Manufacturing 
Company.” 
And the concurrence of the House is respectfully requested, 
I also return you, 
H. F. No. 54, “An actto amend an act “entitled” an act to incorporate 
the city of Tekama in Burt county.” 
The same having passed the Council without amendment, 
I also return you, 
H. F. No: 13, “An act relating to mechanics leins.”. 
Which passed the Council with the following imendments: 
1st. Amend the title so as to conform to the endorsement on the bill. 
In sec. 1, line 9, insert after the words “jot of land” “with knowledge 


_ 
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and consent of the owner thereof,” and the concurrence of the House is 
requested.” 

I also return you, 

C. B. No. 11, “A bill for an act to license and regulate the sale of malt, 
spiritious and vinious liquors in the Territory of Nebraska.” 

The Council have concurred in the amendments of the House to the 
isame, except the first amendment to the 13th sec., strike out the word 
“additional,” and the amendment to sec. 18, at which the Council refused 
to concur. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


C. B. No. 42, “A bill for an act to authorize the city of Brownsville to 
dispose of property.” 
Was taken up, and 
On motion, 
The report of the committee was adopted. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and the bill read third time by its title passed 
and title agreed to. 
On leave, the following notices of bills were given, 
By Mr. Strickland, 
Of a bill to incorporate the Omaha Savings Institute. 
By Mr. King, 
Ofa in to incorporate a ferry at the town of Rulo, in Richardson Co. 
By Mr, Holloway, 
Of a bill to incorporate the Democratic party. 
On leave, Mr. Cromwell introduced, 
H. F. No. 120, “An act to restrain sheep and swine from running at 
large in the counties of Richardson and Pawnee.” . 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended and the bill was read second time by its title, 
and referred to the committee on Agriculture. 
On leave Mr. Crawford introduced, f 
H. F. No. 121, “An act to legalize the acts of certain commissioners of 
deeds, and for other purposes ” 
Read first time. 


On motion, 


The rules were suspended the bill read second and third time by its title. 

Passed and title agreed to. 

On leave, Mr. Robb introduced, 

H. F. No. 122, “A bill to create the county of Strickland.” 

Read first time. 

Mr. Morton moved to reject the bill, upon which, 

The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 

Ayes——Messrs. Armstrong, Campbell, Donelan, Hail, Morton, Paddock, 
Sheldon, Van Horn and Speaker—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Clayes, Crawford, Chambers, 
Cromwell, Cooper, Davidson, ’ Gates, Holloway, Jones, King, Murphy, 
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Minick, Poppleton, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, 
pious of Washington, Strickland, Thrall and Taggart—25. 
ost. 


The following reports of the committees were received : 


Your committee on corporation to whom was referred, 
H. F. No. 82, “Anact to incorporate the town of Loupsburgh.” 
Report a substitute and recommend its passage. 
l C. T. HOLLOWAY, 


J. A. STEINBERGER, 
W. B. HAIL. 


Yourcommittee on corporations to whom was referred, 

H. F. No, 31, “An act to incorporate the Tepeota town and Ferry 
compary.” l 

Report the same back and recommend its passage. 


C. T. HOLLOWAY, Chairman. 


The select committee to whom was referred H. F. No. 111, “An act to 

incorporate the Nebraska Medical Society,” have had the same under con- 
__Sideration, and report it back with the following amendment : 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert “That G. L. Miller. 
A. Mc Elwee, W. R. Thrall, J. P. Peck, A. Chepel, Gilbert C. Monell, A. F. 
Peck and J. H. Seymour of Omaha city, A. B. Malcolm of Florence, J. C. 
Campbell, A. Bowen and Bayard T. Wise of Otoe county, A. S. Holloway 
of Nemeha county, E. A. Donelan of Cass county, W. McCleland of Dodge 
county, E. J. Baykin and Wm. Longsdorf of Sarpy county, Duncan 
McLachlin of Washington county, and H. M. Seville ef Dakota county, 
their associates and successors, be and the same are hereby created a body 
corporate under the name and style of the Nebraska Medical Society.” 

W. R. THRALL 


J. C. CAMPBELL, 
GEO. ARMSTRONG. 


H. F. No. 111, 

Was taken up, and 

_ On motion, 

The amendments proposed by the committee-were adopted, and 

The bill ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Poppleton moved to take a recess until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Decker moved to adjourn. l 

Lost, l 

The ayes and nays were demanded on Mr. Poppleton’s motion, and 
resulted as follows : l 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Clayes, Crawford, Chambers, Cromwell, 
Donelan, Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Perkins, Robb, Steinber- 
ger, Stewart of Douglas, Thrall and Van Horn—17. 

Nays—-Messrs. Abbe, Benedict, Campbell, Cooper, Davidson, Gates, 
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Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Morton, Rogers, Stewart of Washington, 
Sheldon, Strickland, Taggart and Mr. Speaker—17. l 
Lost. 
On motion, 
H. F. No. 84, 
Was taken up, and 
On motion, 
The report of the committee was adopted and the bill read the third time. 
On motion, 
The vote was reconsidered by which the bill was read third time. 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
The bill was recommitted to a select committe of one. 
Mr. Crawford was appointed said committee. 
C. B. No. 17, “A bill to establish a Territorial Board of Agriculture.” 
Was taken up, and l l 
On motion, ; 
The amendments reported by the committee were adopted. 
On motion, i i 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read third time by its title, 
passed and title agreed to. 
Mr. Clayes moved to take a recess until to morrow morning at 9,30 A. M. 
Mr. Decker moved to adjourn. 
Lost. 
es ayes and nays were demanded on Mr. Clayes motion, and resulted-as 
follows: 
Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Crawford, Chambers, Cromwell, Don- - 
elan, Jones, Murphy, Poppleton, Paddock, Robb, Rogers, Steinberger, 
Sheldon, Thrall and Van Horn—16. . 
Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Campbell, Cooper, Davidson, Gates, 
Hail, Holloway, King, Morton, Stewart of Washington, Strickland, Taggart 
and Mr. Speaker—15. 
Carried, and 
The House took a recess. 


WEDNESDAY, January 6th, 1858. 
MORNING SESSION. 


House met. 


Prayer by the Chaplain. 


On motion the Journal was read. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE. 


Mr. Speaker : 


I am directed to inform your Hon. Body that the following 
bills have received the signature of the Executive. . 
H. F. No. 16, “An act to establish a territorial road from Tekama, in 
Burt county, to Fontenelle, in Dodge county.” ~- 
H. F. No. 14, “an act to incorporate the town of Monroe, in Monroe 
county.” 
H. F. No. 34, “An act to incorporate the Cleveland Land Company.” 


H. C. ANDERSON, Private Secretary; 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL, 


Mr. Speaker : 


I am directed to inform your Hon. Body that the Council has 
passed C. B. No. 82, “a bill for an act to create a criminal act for the 
Territory-of Nebraska,” and the concurrence of the House. is respectfully 


requested. ma 
W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


Mr. Thrall moved to expunge from the Journal everything connected 
with the protest of the minority against the action of the majority on the 
resolution relative to delegate to Congress. i 

Objections were raised. l 

The Speaker ruled that a majority of the House cotild expungé any- 
thing from the Journal. ’ 

An appeal was taken from. the decision, upon which the ayes and nays 
were demanded, and resulted as follows: | 

Ayes—-Messrs. Benedict, Crawford, Chambers, Cromwell, Cooper, Don- 
elan, Davidson, Gates, Hail, Holloway, Jones, King, Murphy, Marquette, 
Morton, Minick, Poppleton, Paddock, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, Strickland, 
Thrall, Taggart, Van Horn, Steinberger, Stewart of Washington and 

. Sheldon—28. ic id 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Abbe, Beck, Clayes and Campbell—5. 

So the Chair was sustained. i , 

The question now recurring upon the motion to expunge, the ayes and 
nays were demanded, and resalted as follows.: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Chambers, Crom- 
well, Cooper, Donelan, Hail, Holloway, Jones, Murphy, Marquette, Morton, 
Poppleton, Paddock, Perkins, Robb, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, 
Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, Strickland, Thrall and Van Horn—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Clayes, Campbell, Davidson, Gates, King, Minick, Rogers, 
Taggart and Speaker—9. 

Carried. 

Mr. Cooper moved to adjourn till 2,30 P. M. 
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Lost. 
On motion, 
The House took a recess until 2,30 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
House met 


The following bills reported by the Committees were taken up, and 
reports adopted, í 


On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bills read the third time, passed, and 
their titles agreed to. 
H. F. No. 73, “A bill for an act authorizing private persons to sue out 
writs of quo warrants and mandamus.” 
H. F. No. 82, “An act to incorporate the town of Loupsburg.” 
H. F. No. 31, “An act to incorporate the Tepeoka town and Ferry 


' Company.” 


C. B. No. 20, “A bill for an act to encourage the growth of Hedge 
Fences in Nebraska.” 
H., F. No, 49, “An act to provide for the changing the name of Pawnee 
county to that of Buchanan county,” was taken up, and, 
On motion, . 
The report of the committee was adopted, and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
“Memorial relative to the Public Lands,” -was taken up, and, 
On motion of Mr. Poppleton, 
The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole to further 
consider the Memorial. 
Mr. Strickland in the Chair. + 
After remaining sometime therein, the committee arose and reported 
that they had had the Memorial under consideration, and recommended 
its reference to the committee on Federal Relations. 
On motion, i 
The report was adopted, and the bill so referred. 
On motion of Mr. Morton, 
The House now resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the 
special order of the day, H. F. No. 57, “An act relative to Minors.” | 
Mr. Armstrong in the Chair. 
After remaining sometime therein, the committee arose, and reported 
the following amendment : 
In Sec. 1, strike out all after the word “Years,” and recommended the 
passage of the bill as amended. 
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On motion, 
The report was adopted. 
On motion, 
The bill was ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
On motion 
H. F. No. 63, “An act to provide for the re-location of county seats,” 
Was taken up, and 
On motion of Mr. Morton, = 
The bill was referred to the same committee to whom was referred the 
C. B., on the same subject. 
On leave, Mr. Armstrong iuei 
H. F. No. 123, “An act authorizing certain payments to T. B. Cuming. 
Read first time. 
-~ On motion, i 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read second time by its title, 
, ” and referred to the committee on Accounts and Expenditures. 


ae 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 
Mr. Speaker : 


Iam directed to inform your Hon. Body, that the Council have 
Ras: the following bills: 

C. B. No. 60, can act to incorporate the town of Kearnéy,” 

C. B. No. 71, “An act to lay out a continuance of a Territorial Road 
from Fort Calhoun, i in Washington county, by way of Fontenelle in Dodge 
county, to Buchanan, in Platte county,” 

C. B. No. 80, “An act to incorporate the town of Plattford in Sarpy 
county.” 

C. B. No. 87, “Memorial and Joint Resolution.” 

C. B. No. 94, “A bill for an act to incorporate the Omadi Coal Mining 
Company,” 

C. B. No. 99, “An act to locate a Territorial Road from De Soto to Elk 
Horn city.” 

C. B. No. 102, “Memorial and Joint Resolution, asking for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Brownsville, N. T., to Marysville, Kansas,” 

0. B. No. 103, “Memorial and Juint Resolution, asking for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Omaha city, N. T., to Lecompton Kansas,” 

Also, - 

C. B. No. 5, “A bill for an act ‘providing for the better regulation of 
Schools in N ebraska,” and the concurrence of the House is respectfully 
requested. 

also return you H. F. No, 25, the same having been amended in the 
Council by the insertion of the first section; also, sec. 1, second line, strike 
out “after the passage of this act;” also, in sec. 7, strike out the sentence 
commencing, “The Sheriff,” and the bill having passed the Council as 
amended, the concurrence of the House is respectfully requested. 

T also return you C. B. No. 17, “A bill to establish a ‘erritorial Board 
of Agriculture,” the Council having concurred in the amendinents of the 
House to the same, except, the second amendment, proposing to strike out 


ve ah, ~ 


144 Wednesday, January 6th, 1858. 


the name of “M. S. Reeves,” and insert “Joseph Foote,” in-which the 
Council refused to concur. 

I am also directed to inform you that the Council has concurred in the 
amendment of the House to C. B. No. 42, “A bill for an act to authorize 
the city of Brownsville to dispose of property. 


W. SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 


Fiesolved, That the Chief Clerk be authorized to employ an additional 
engrossing clerk, when the services of one may be needed. 


Mr. Thrall offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the committee on County Seats and Boundaries, be in- 
structed to report on to-morrow, H. F. No. 10, entitled “An act to organ- 
ize the county of Platte, and locate the seat of justice of the same. 


Mr. Holloway offered the following resolution which was adopted: 


Resolved, That Hons. A. Perkins, J. Van Horn and T. M. Rogers, be 
allowed pay and mileage for the full term of this session, the same as any 
other member of this House. 


Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolutions which was laid over 
under the rule: 

Resolved, That the course of this House in passing certain resolutions 
relative to Fenner Ferguson, and the subsequent refusal of the majority to 
enter upon the Journal the protest of the minority on said resolutions, 
was a gross injustice to the Representatives thus gagged in the expression 
of their sentiments as well as an unprecedented innovation of legitimate 
legislation. 

Resolved, That we do not consider the subject matter, of the Ferguson 
resolutions, a proper and legitimate subject of legislation—that our action 
has not been invoked in the premises by the people of the Territory— 
either in their primary meetings, or in petitions to this body—and there 
is no evidence before it that any action was expected by them at our hands. 
While the advocates of the resolutions in this House, have conceded the 
impropriety of its introduction; but, that being introduced, they were 
bound to pass it. That the assumption of said resolution, in relation to 
the election of delegate, are unsustained by any evidence; and, we consid- 
er the allegation that the majority of the people of Nebraska sympathize 
with Fenner Ferguson, and desire that he should retain the seat now held 
by him, as untrue in point of fact, as also the allegation that he receiveda 
majority of the legal votes cast at the election. No evidence has been 
submitted to us as to who is the delegate elect: but the matter is now be- 
fore the House of Representatives of the United States, to be determined 
upon legal evidence by that body; and, we consider it gross impertinence 
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upon the part of this House, to undertake to decide and advise ei 
branch of the Congress of the United States, as to who are ite ‘awfully 
elected members; and in the absence of all proof—if it were within ow 
province—it would be utterly out of the power of this House to say, with 
regard to said contest, who is the legally elected delegate, and we are at a 
loss to understand upon what principle the majority of this House, can un- 
dertake to solemnly decide an important question of this sort in the ab- 
sence of any evidence whatever. 

Resolved, Further, that we are not aware that the,people of this Territory - 
have, since the election of Delegate in August last, given any expression of 
their feelings or sympathies, as between the Hon. Fenner Ferguson and Hon 
Bird B. Chapman, and we consider it therefore a bare assumption for this 
House to assert that they are with the Hon. Fenner Ferguson; and we also 
deem it an act of great injustice to the people of this Territory for this 
House to undertake to declare their sentiments in the absence of any express- 
ion of the same on their part. In regard to that portion of the resolution 
which proposes to give an expression of the opinion of this House in relation 
to personal private character, we consider it entirely without precedent and 
utterly pnwarranted by all the demands of legitimate legislation, and we 
cannot but regard it as being pernicious in its conse 
to belittle the true fanctions of this body. quences and calculated 

Resolved, Therefore, That we protest against the action of this House in 
the passage of said resolutions, as being foreign to our duties, contrary to 
our interests as a Territory, and tending to prostitute the higher demands 
of legislation to purposes of personal and private ends. 


On leave, Mr. Crawford introduced, 
H. F. No. 124, “An act to legalize the assessment list and tax duplicate 
of Dakota county.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and the bill was read second and third time 
by its title passed and title agreed to. 
On leave, 
Mr. Perkins introduced, 
H. F. No. 125, “An act to legalize the assessment list of Washington 
county.” > 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, the bill read second time by its title. 
On leave, . 
` Mr. Thrall introduced, 
- H. F. No. 126, “An act to incorporate the Nebraska Historical Society.” 
Read first time - 
On motion, > 
The rules were suspended and the bill read second time by its title. 
Mr. Morton moved to amend by striking out the name of “J, L. Gibbs” 
-as incorporator, and insert “Milton W. Reynolds.” 
Carried: 
Mr. Poppleton moved to amend by striking out the name of “A. J. Pop- 
pleton,” and inserting the name of “A. D. Jones.” 
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Carried. 
On motion, 
The bill was ordered engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
On leave, 
Mr. Strickland introduced, 
P H. F. No. 127, “A bill for an act to incorporate the Sarpy Agricultural 
ociety.”’ 
Read first time, and second time by its title, ahd referred to the com 
mittee on Agriculture. 
On leave, 
Mr. Strickland introduced, 
H. F. No. 128, “An act to incorporate the Omaha Savings Institute.” 
Read first time. 
On motion, 
The rules were suspended, and bill read second time by its title, and 
referred to the committee on Incorporations, 
On leave, 
Mr. Morton introduced, 
«A Memorial relative to the annexation of South Platte Nebraska to 
Kansas.” 
Read first time. 
On leave, i 
The following notices of bills were given : 
By Mr. Thrall, 
Of a bill to dispose of Banks which refuse coin in redemption of their 
issue. 
By Mr. Strickland, 
Of a bill for the relief of Samuel F. Burtch, as clerk of the Board of 
Commissoners to revise the statutes of the Territory. 
On leave, 
Mr. Marquette made the following report: 

Your Committee on Public printing, to whom was referrred a joint 
resolution relative to public printer, recommend that the name of George 
W. Hepburn be stricken out of the Resolution, and the name left blank, to 
be inserted by a ballot of the House. 

T. M. MARQUETTE, 


J. M. TAGGART. 


On leave, 

Mr. Davidson offered the following minority report: 

A minority of your Committee to whom was referred a joint resolution 
relative to public printer, report the same back, and recommend its passage. 


JAMES DAVIDSON. 


On leave, 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following minority report. 

The minority of the Committee on Public Printing, having under con- 
sideration the Joint Resolution from the Council appointing George W. 
Hepburn Territorial Printer, submit the following report: 

Not considering it necessary for your Committee to make an expression 
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either as to the propriety of the said appointment, or the qualifications of 
the individual i .dicated by the Resolution, and in view of the extraordinary 
course pursued by the Council in rejecting the House Bill on the same 
subject, and thus attempting to coerce us in the election of a Printer 
designated by a bare majority of that Body, we feel it encumbent on us to 
recommend that the House insist on the mode of election provided in the 
original Resolution, so summarily treated by the Council. 


Your Committee, therefore, report the following substitute : 


Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives of the Territory of 
Nebraska, That a Joint Convention of the Council and House, be held in 
the Hall of the House, on —, for the purpose of electing a Territorial 
Printer. 

In offering this substitute, your Committee would respectfully represent 
that. it is the custom of Legislative bodies to adopt this plan in the filling 
of offices within the control of both Houses; the only deviation from this 
rule within the knowledge of the undersigned, is in the previous action of 
this General Assembly, in the election of Printer, and this solitary devia- 
tion from Legislative custom, we think, should not be considered as a pre- 
cedent to govern our future course in such cases. That the majority 
should rule is a Democratic maxim which none of us would desire to 
repudiate, but it is virtually annulled by the action of the Council in 
rejecting the resolution of the House, providing for a ballot in Joint 
Session, and inselecting by a vote of 7 to 6, an individual to serveas printer 
to this branch of the General Assembly, all of which is respectfully 
submitted. 


GEORGE ARMSTRONG. 


On leave, 
Mr. Morton introduced, the following minority 


REPORT: 
Mr, Speaker, and. Gentlemen of the House : 


The undersigned member of the committee on Public Printing, to 
whom was referred a Joint Resolution from the Council, which assumed 
to nominate and elect George W. Hepburn Public Printer for the Territo- 
ry of Nebraska, has had the same unde? advisement, and beg leave to re- 
port as follows : i 

The committee on Public Printing afew days since reported back to the 
_ House, l l 

H. F. No. 115, “An actto make it unlawful to have the Public Printing 
executed without the limits of this Territory,” 

And recommended its passage. 

The object and intention of this was to protect, foster and encourage the 
art of Printing and its followers,in the Territory of Nebraska. Such was 
the intention of the bill, (though it may not achieve the end desired), andit 
seems that this intention and this recommendation on the part of your com- 
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mittee was truly laudable and praiseworthy. The Nebraska Press, consist- 
ing of twelve or thirteen Journals now in successful operation, is an index to 
the intelligence, energy and progressive spirit of our people, and it is far 
better and more creditable to our Tetritory, than the Press of Massachusetts 
is tothat State, as they are mostly Democratic. And asthe former report 
(alluded to above) was intended as an expression in favor of these Journals 
and their support, your committee deems it but justice to itself and to its own 
consistency that it should continue to make similar reports. Your committee 


- therefore, knowing that George W. Hepburn is not identified with either of 


the thirteen Journals, now in existence in Nebraska, and objecting to the 
custom of establishing new organs, either of factions or parties, upon the 
basis of the public Printing expenditures, and desiring that the emoluments 
arising from such printing should go to some one or more of those Journals 
which are permanently established in Nebraska, recommend that the name 
of George W. Hepburn be stricken out of the resolution. And furthermore, 
your committee would suggest that the public Printer be elected by a ballot, 
in ajoint convention of the Council and House, and would most respectfully 
state, that some practical Printer or publisher, now doing business in'the 


` Territory, is the only person or persons to whom the printing should be given, 


the only person or persons who are justly entitled to receive itas a reward 
for labors already performed, the fruits of which have been enjoyed by every 
man, woman and child in Nebraska. : 
Your committee would further recommend the enactmentof a law providing 
for the immediate publishing of the laws passed atthe present session of the 
Legislature, in three or more papers, at present being published in Nebraska, 
as this course would at once place the laws in the hands of the people, and 
instruct them as to their present legal obligatious, all of which is respectfully 


submitted. | i 
J. STERLING MORTON. 


On motion of Mr. Paddock, 
The Joint Resolutions and reports were referred to the committee of the 
Whole and made the special for to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 
On leave, 
Mr Rogers gave notice of a bill to cut off the west range of Townships 
of Richardson county and attach them to Pawnee. 
On leave, 
Mr. Abbe introduced, 
H. F. No. 129, “An act to locate and establish a Territorial Road from 
Otoe city, in Otoe county, to Fort Kearney.” 
Read first time. 
Mr. Paddock moved to adjourn. 
The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: 
Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Cromwel), Murphy, Minick, Popple- 
ton, Paddock, Seinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Thrall and Van Horn—11. 
Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Campbell, Chambers, 
Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Holloway, Jones, King. Marquette, 
Morton, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, Stewart of Washington, Sheldon, Strick- 
land and Taggart—22. 
Lost. 
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` Mr. Armstrong moved to take a recess to-morrow morning at 10 o`clock. 
The ayes and nays were demanded and resulted as follows: | 
Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Cromwell, Murphy, Minick, Poppleton, 
Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Thrall and Van Horn—11. 
Nays—Messrs. Abbe, Beck, Benedict, Crawford, Campbell, Chambers, 
Cooper, Donelan, Davidson, Gates, Holloway, Jones, King, Marquette, 
Morton, Perkins, Robb, Rogers, Stewart of Washington; Sheldon, Strick- 
land and Taggart—22. 
ost. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUN CIL. 


Mr Spea ker: 


I herewith return H.F. No. 74, “A billto authorize Wm..B. Hail, his 
associates and assigns to establish and keep a Ferry across the Missouri 
River at Nebraska City, Otoe county.” 

The same having passed the Council without amendment. 

I am also directed to transmit to the House C. B. No 66, “A bill for an 
act to incorporate the Saratoga Ferry Company;” and ©. B. No. 90, “An 
act to locate a Territorial Road, and the concurrence of the House is 
respectfully req uested. 

WASHBURN SAFFORD, Chief Clerk. 


Mr. Abbe introduced, 
H. F. No. 130, “An act to re-locate the seatof Government.” 


. Read first time. 

Mr Morton moved that as this is a very long and very important bill, it be 
ordered printed and the further consideration of it be postponed till next 
Wednesday. 

Pending which, — | “ 

On motion, 
The House took a recess until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 


THURSDAY, Jan. 7th; 1858. 
MORNING SESSION. o 
House met. 


Prayer by.the Chaplain. 


Journal was read. 
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Mr. Holloway moved to expunge the Resolution from the Journal offer- 
ed by Mr, Armstrong relative to Delegate to Congress,whereupon a point of 
order was raised, and the Speaker decided that the Resolution could he ex- 
punged by a vote of the House. 

Mr. Armstrong appealed from the decision of the Speaker. 

Pending which 

Mr. Strickland moved that the House now resolve itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole on the special order of the day, which was “Joint Resolu- 
tion from the Council, relative to Public Printer, and the Report of the 
committee thereon.” 

Carried. 


MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE. 


: BY H. O. ANDERSON, PRIVATE SECRETARY. 
To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of Nebraska Ferritory : 


I have to inform your Hon. body that I have received from Jesse 
Lowe, Mayor of Omaha, a Deed of Trust to all that portion of land known 
and designated on the old Platte of Omaha city as “Capitol Square,” for 
the use and purposes of the Capitol of the Territory and the State of Ne- 
braska when it may become such. 


T. B. CUMING, 
Acting Governor of Nebraska. 


* 


The committee, after sitting some time, on motion, arose. 
The Speaker being absent, on motion of Mr. Poppleton Mr. Morton was 


" elected Speaker pro-tem. 


The committee of the Whole reported progress, through their Chairman, 
and asked leave to sit again, which was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Poppleton, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock, A. M. 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


FRIDAY, January 8th, 1858. 


MORNING SESSION. 


“eae pursuant to adjournment. 


Prayer by the Chaplain. 
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Mr. Donelan moved that the House adjourn/to meet at Florence to-mor- 
row morning at 10 o’clock. i 
i Carried. — 
Whereupon the Speaker and a majority of the members left the Hall. 
Mr. Poppleton on the announcement of the vote called the minority of 
` the House to order, and, 
_ On motionof Mr. Morton, 
Mr. Pcppleton was elected Speaker pro-tem. 
On motion, 
Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, was elected Sergeant-at-arms pro-tem. 
On motion, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 


S| M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


ATURDAY, Jan. 9th, 1858. 


MORNING SESSION. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 


A call of the House was demanded. 


Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Cromwell, Murphy, Morton, Minick, Popple- 
ton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Thrall and Van Horn were 
present. ; Š 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


CouncıL CHAMBER, } 


l Jan. 9th, 1858. 
Mr. Speaker : | 


I am directed to inform your Hon. body that the Council have 
adopted the following Resolution, and request the concurrence of the 
House therein. 


Resolved, That a Joint Committee of three members on the part of the 
Council and five on the part of the House be appointed to investigate the 
causes and consequences of the recent difficulties in the Legislature, and 
report the same at their earliest convenience. 

The committee on the part of the Council consists of Messrs. Salisbury, 
Rogers andMcDonald. 


E. G. McNEELY, Chief Clerk pro-tem. 
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On motion, 
The Joint Resolution from the Council was taken up and read, 
On motion of Mr. Paddock, 
The resolution was adopted. 
Messrs. Morton, Minick, Van Horn and Paddock were appointed said 
commiteee by the Speaker. 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
The Clerk was instructed to inform the Council by Message that the 
Joint Resolution had been adopted, and the committee appointed. 


Mr. Thrall offered the following Resolution, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to confer with the Gov- 
ernor and acquaint him fully with the condition of affairs relative to the 
Post Office mail matter belonging to the House, and request him to instruct 
the Post Master what course he shall pursue in the premises. 

Messrs. Thrall and Paddock were appointed. 

On motion, , 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 


| S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


MONDAY, January 11th, 1858, 


MORNING SESSION. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 


A call of the House was demanded. 
Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Cromwell, Jones, Murphy, Morton, Minick, 
Poppleton; Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Thrall and Van 


Horn were present. 
No quorum being present, the House, on motion, adjourned until to-mor- 


row morning at 9 o Yelock, A. M. 
S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


/ 
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TUESDAY, Jan. 12th, 1858. 


MORNING SESSION. | 
House met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 


A call of the House was demanded. 

Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Cromwell, Jones, Morton, Murphy, Minick, 
Poppleton, Paddock, Steinherger, Stewart of Douglas, Thrall and Van 
Horn were present. 

No quorum being present, 

On motion, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock, A. M. 

S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 
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WEDNESDAY, Jan. 13th, 1858. 


MORNING SESSION. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 


- Qn motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
The House euournee until to-morrow morning at 9 o ’clock, A.M. 


5 S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


: THURSDAY, Jan. 14th, 1858. 


MORNING SESSION. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Journal was read and approved. 


Mr. Morton, Chairman of the Joint Committee on the subject of Investi- 
gation, made the following 
REPORT. 


To the President of the Council and Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Your Joint Committee, to whom was referred the subject—matter of the 
late disturbances in the Legislative Assembly of Nebraska and the inves- 
` tigation of the causes of the precipitous exodus of a majority of the mem- 
bers thereof to Florence, have had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to report as follows: 
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Your Committee deeply deplore the unfortunate circumstance which 
have rendered such a report necessary, but justice to the people of the 
Territory at large, and to the minority of the members of the Legislative 
Assembly, demands that the responsibility in this matter should be fixed 
wuere it properly belongs. 

We hold that minority to be guiltless of wrong in the premises, and sub- 
mit the sworn statements of disinterested and reliable men, as the basis for 
our opinion, and invite for them a candid and careful consideration. 

The charge of having deliberately and premeditately broken up the sit- 
ting of the Legislature, paralyzed its action and prevented the transaction 
of all legitimate legislation, is a grave and serious one, but solmnly and 
s2riously we make it, holding the majority to a just responsibility for what 
we are compelled to regard its unwarrented and revolutionary course 

We are unable to find any palliation or excuse for its action. So far as 
we have been enabled to procure the facts in the progress ofour investigation, 
the minority at no time asserted, or attempted to exercise rights which did 
not clearly and unquestionably belong to them, and for which, they had not 
the authority of precedent and undisputed parliamentary laws. 

That the House was properly and regularly in Committee of the Whole 
when the difficulty occurred there can be doubt, the Chairman having been 
nominated by a member of the majority and elected by the House. 

That it could not, in that condition, receive a message from the Council, is 
true; and that the House, sitting as such, could not receive a message from 
the Council, while that body was not in session, is equally true. This was all, 
as we understand it, that the miniority claimed—the fact having been made 
known to the satisfaction of the Speaker that the Council was not in session, 
and that, consequently, under the rules of the House, no message from it 
could be received. But, even had the facts been different,the conduct of the 
majority was unwarranted and unjustifiable; since no motion was made that 
the committee rise and report their proceedings to the House. In deroga- 
ticn, as we conceive, of all parliamentary law and all rules of order and de- 
corum, Mr. Decker attempted to take possesion of the Speaker’s Chair by 
force, and his intended violence only prevented by the interference of 
Messrs. Murphy and Paddock. 

It does not appear to the committee that any demonstrations of violence 
or force were made or offered on the part of the miniority, but that their 
efforts were confined to an attempt to prevent it,and to restore order and 
decorum, that the business of the house might be proceeded with. 

We are forced to conclude that the action of the majority was unwarrented 
and revolutionary, without the sanction of law or precedent, and without pre- 
text or excuse. With a full knowledge of the consequences of their acts, 
they have not only violently broken up the law-making power of the Territory, 
and left the people without redress, except at the ballot box; but they have 
inaugurated anarchy, destroyed the public peace, trampled upon and disre- 
garded the public interests, and fastened a stigma of disgrace upon a public 
reputation hitherto unblemished. It is not for us to pass that judgment upon 
their conduct which it merits, but to the wisdom of a people whom they have 
so shamefully outraged, we submit the facts, confident that justice will be 
meted out and responsibility lodged where it properly belongs. 

The minority have remained at their posts from day to day, ready and 
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anxious, as the facts disclose, to consumate the important legislation which 
the best interests of the Territory demand; but their action is paralyzed by 
the persistent and unjustifiable course of the majority. Under these circum- 
stances, all business has been frustrated, and the Territory robbed of that 
legislation which is so much needed, and to which she was entitled at the 
hands of the majority by whom she has been so shamefully outraged and so 
dastardly betrayed. l l 

In regard to the occurrence in the House, which is made the pretext upon 
the part of the majority for abandoning their posts of duty, the proof here- 
with submitted clearly shows it to have been pecipitated by the design or 
folly of the Speaker. Indeed, there is evidence of a premeditated design 
upon the part of the majority to obtain the possession of the.Chair by force; 
that they repaired to the House on the afternoon of the 7th, with a deter- 
mination to carry out such design, and that the occurrence which then took 
place was the consequence. This course, on the part of the majority, is the 
more extraordinary from the fact that the subject—matter under discussion 
at the time in the Committee of the Whole, (the election of a printer) was 
comparatively of an unimportant character, in no respect calculated to excite 
unusual feeling or arouse the passions. This, together with tae facts elicited 
by the testimony, affords strong ground for the belief—which your committee 
would otherwise be reluctant to entertain—that the course persued by the 
majority was in accordance with a pre-determined plan to break up and disor- 
ganize the Legislature. We are further strengthened in this conclusion 
from the fact, that while it is not pretended that anything had occurred in 
the Council to disturb its deliberations yet the majority of that body saw fit 
> adjourn to Florence, without any joint action by resolution with the other 

ouse. ; 

Your committee are reluctant to make these charges against a class of men 
with whom they have acted in a representative capacity, on behalf of a com- 
mon constituency, but we cannot shrink from the performance of a respon- 
sible duty, however unpleasant it may be, and relying upon the adequacy of 
the testimony upon which their conclusions are based, they beg leave to sub- 
mit it for your consideration, and as a part of this report. 


A. F. SALISBURY, Douglas County, 
S.E. ROGERS, e + 
CHAS. McDONALD, Pawnee County, 
A. W. PUETT, Dakota County. 


J. STERLING MORTON, Otoe Co., 
J. S. MINICK, Nemeha County, 
Houses. | A. F. CROMWELL, Richardson Co., 


Council. 


‘J. VANHORN, Cass County, 
J. W. PADDOCK, Douglass County. 
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TESTIMONY 

TAKEN BEFORE THE JOINT COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE Counc: AND House 
or REPRESENTATIVES, iN RELATION TO THE SECESSION OF CERTAIN MEMBERS 
FROM THE FourtH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NEBRASKA. 


Jonn C. Turk, sworn.—My name is John C. Turk, aged 26, years; re- 
side at Dakota city; am receiver of public moneys in the Dakota Land 
District; I was present in the hall of the House of Representatives on 
Thursday, January 7th, 1858 ; I occupied a seat close to the Speaker’s stand 
at the time thie difficulty occurred ; the House was in Committee of the Whole 
on Pablic Printing; Dr. Thrall of Douglas County, wasin the Chair; Mr. 
Clays, of Douglas, had the floor ; Mr. Decker, the Speaker, was promenading 
the floor with his cap on, conferring with the members with a view of taking 
the Chair by force, as it was understood at that time; a message from the 
Council was announced ; Mr. Poppleton got up and read from the rules of 
the House, having first enquired whether the Council was in session, and 
being answered that it was not, made the remark that no message could 
be received; Mr. Speaker Decker marched up to the stand, took hold of the 
gavil in the hands of Dr. Thrall, said he was speaker of the House, and de- 
clared it adjourned, remarking, soon after, that he would hear the message 
from the Council, or he would die right there; he asked Dr. Thrall to give 
up the Chair; the Doctor refused; Mr. Decker drew the gavil in a threat- 
ening manner in his right hand, and with his left took hold of the Speaker’s 
Chair, and endeavored to force Mr. Thrall forcibly out; at that stage of the 
proceedings, Mr. Murphy caught hold of his right arm and the gavil, pulled 
him down on the floor of the House; about that time Mr. Paddock also 
caught hold of him; there was a great deal of confusion ; a number of mem- 
bers rushed forward, and Mr. Hanscom rushed in, took Mr. Decker out of 
the hands of Murphy and Paddock‘ and rolled him wader the table, after 
which Dr. Thrall, Chairman of the Committee, succeeded in restoring order, 
and Mr. Clayes proceeded with his remarks; Mr. Speaker Decker, and 
others who were acting with him, endeavored to interrupt the business of the 
Committee, by remarks, sneers, and threats; Mr. Decker had his cap on at 
that time ; treated the Chairman and the Committee with contempt; prom- 
enading around the hall and whistling, and when ordered to take off his cap 
and desist, by the Chairman, he refused; soon after Mr. Decker and his 
friends withdrew, and the business of the Committee was regularly gone 
through with ; Mr. Morton was elected Speaker pro tem , prior to which Mr. 
Morton requested the lobby to withdraw, stating that he had heard that the 
House was unable to do business on account of lobby influence ; in obe- 
dience to which request every member of the lobby at once withdrew ; upon 
the election of Mr. Morton Speaker pro tem., the Committee reported, 
through their Chairman, Dr. Thrail; the House then adjourned ; up to the 
time of Mr. Speaker Decker’s attempt to take the Chair, there had been no 
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disturbance, and the committee was proceeding regularly and in order; I 
saw no disposition or attempt, on the part of any member of the lobby, to 
interfere, and no attempt, on the part of the minority in the House, to de 
anything more than to restore order. 

Int.—You have spoken of Mr. Hanscom. Was he within the Bar at the 
time of this occurrence ? 

Ans.—I had not seen Mr. Hanscom until after the assault of Mr. Decker 
upon the Chairman of the Committee. Mr. Hanscom was an ex-member, 
and as such, entitled to a seat within the Bar. 

Int.—With what apparent intention did Mr. Hanscom take hold of Mr. 
Decker ? 

Ans.—I think Mr, Hanscom’s intention was to separate Mr. Decker from 
Messrs. Murphy and Paddock, which he did do. 

Int.—Was there any interference, or attempt at interference, by any one 
not a member of the House, and if so, by whom ? 

Ans.—Judge Kinney, of Nebraska city, standing upon a desk, attempted 
to make a speech; not being a member, he was refused a hearing by the 
Chairman ; there being a great deal of confusion, [ could not hear what he 


said. À } 
JOHN C. TURK.’ 


The witness, having carefully read the above, subscribed and swore to the 
same, before me, this, the 13th day of January, A. D., 1858. 


A. F. SALISBURY, 


; Chairman of Committee- 


W. R. TuraLL, sworn.—I am a citizen of Omaha city} aged 28 years ; 
am a practicing physician ; am a member of the House of Representatives 
from Douglas county ; was in the House on Thursday, January 7th, 1858 ; 
pending the reading of the journal, on that morning, 2 discussion arose on a 
point of order, which continued until 10 o’clock, at which hour the House 
had, by motion, determined to go into Committee of the Whol« on a special 
order—the joint resolution in relation to Public Printer ; the House accord- 
ingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Strickland in the 
chair ; Mr. Poppleton had the floor; Mr. Strickland, shortly after, desiring 
to discuss the question, called Mr Armstrong to the chair; Mr. Armstrong 
declined ; Mr. Strickland then called upon Mr. Stewart, of Douglas, who 
also declined ; Mr. Strickland then. éalléd upon Mr. Morton, of Otoe, who 
took the chair ; Mr. Poppleton then raiséd the question, whether the chair- 
man had the power to call upon another member to take the chair ; where- 
upon Mr. Strickland, standing in front of the Speaker’s stand, nominated 
Mr. Morton, who was elected by acclamation, Mr. Strickland putting the 
question ; Mr. Poppleton continued his remarks, which were of a humerous 
and good natured character; he was occasionally interrupted by Mr. Strick- 
land, who approached him, and made suggestions to him in a whisper, which 
I did not hear, but which appeared to be of a friendly character, as both 
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were laughing at the time. After Mr. Poppleton had been speaking a half 
hour or more, Mr. Strickland and others left the Hall,after which Mr. Decker 
interrupted Mr. Poppleton, and raised the point of order; that there was 
not a quorum present and moved that the committee rise. The chairman 
ruled that a motion could not be entertained while a member occupied the 
floor. Mr. Decker then advanced towards the chair and remarked that the 
committee could not sit when there was not a quorum present. The chair- _ 
man decided Mr. Decker out of order, and ruled that Mr Poppleton had the 
floor, and should proceed. 

Mr. Morton continued in the chair until after 1 o'clock, £}. m., when I was 
nominated and elected to take the chair ; Mr. Poppleton yielded the floor to 
Mr. Clayes half past one or two o'clock ; Mr. Clayes continued speaking and 
was on the floor when the Sergeant-at-arms announced a message from the 
Council; Mr. Decker arose from his seat and approached the chair to re- 
> ceive the message; when Mr. Poppleton enquired of the clerk of the Council 
if the Council was in session, which question being answered in the negative, 
he protested against the message being received, as the rules provided that 
no message from, one House to the other should be received unless both 
Houses were in session. The Speaker continued to advance, mounted the 
rostrum, and declared in an excited manner that “he would have that mes- 
sage or die right here,” and as he spoke, snatched from my hand the gavil; 
up to this time no demonstration of violence had been made from any quar- 
ter except from the Speaker, Mr. Decker, as before stated; upon his taking 
the gavil and making the declaration he did at the time, a scene of great 
confusion ensued; at this point Mr. Decker grasped the arm of the Speaker’s 
chair, in which I was sitting, and commenced tipping the same, ordering me 
at the sume time to leave; Mr. Murphy then grasped the Speaker’s right 
arm, and pulled him out of the stand on the floor of the House, I still re- 
taining my seat; while Mr. Decker and Mr. Murphy were. scuffling on .the 
floor, Mr. Paddock rushed in to the aid of Mr. Murphy, all three holding on 
to the gavil; Mr. Hanscom advanced behind Mr. Decker, took hold of him 
and rolled him under the table, releasing him from the grasp.of Murphy and 
. Paddock. While this stene was occurring, I was endeavoring, as Chairman 
of the Committe to maintain order, using a copy of Swan’s Revised Statutes 
for that purpose, in the absence of the gavel. After Mr. Decker got upon 
his feet, he declared the Committee dissolved, and the House adjourned, 
while Mr. Clayes had the floor, having continued to speak during the entire 
melee; Mr Kinney, of Nebraska city, was called upon by Mr. Decker and 
his friends to speak, and, standing upon a desk, he attempted .to do so, but 
not being a member of the House, was ordered by me to take his seat, which 
he did; Mr. Decker and his friends at that time and subsequent thereto, were 
walking about the floor with their hats on, endeavoring to create as much- 
disturbance as possible. Order being finally restored, Mr. Morton requested 
the lobby to withdraw, which they immediately did; after the lobby was 
thus cleared, Mr. Clayes yielded the floor to Mr. Morton, of Otoe, who 
moved that the Committee rise and report progress, and ask leave to sit 
again, which was carried ; the Speaker having left the house, Mr. Poppleton 
nominated Mr. Mortun, Speaker pro tem., and put the motion, which was 
carried, and thereupon Mr. M. took the chair, and received the report of the 
Committee, which was adopted, and then, upon motion, the House adjourned. 
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On the morning of the 8th, the House assembled as usual, Mr. Decker in 
the Chair; after prayer by the chaplain, Mr. Donelan, of Cass, sprang to his 
feet, and moved that the House adjourn, to meet in Florence, to-morrow the 
9th, at 10 o’clock, a. m, which, being seconded by Mr. Cooper, I think the 
Speaker put it in a hurried manner, and declared it carried, whereupon he, 
with twenty-one other members, took their hats and left the hall ; during the 
confusion of leaving, Mr. Morton, of Otoe, nominated Mr. Poppleton Speaker 
pro tem., which being seconded and carried, Mr. Poppleton took the Chair, 
the remaining members continued in their seats, and have assembled and 
adjourned from day to day regularly ever.since up to the present time, doing 
little or no business, except to appoint a Committee toinvestigate the matter, 
in reference to to which I am now testifying. W. R. THRALL. 


The witness, after carefully reading over the above testimony, subscribed 
and swore to the same, before me, on this 13th day of January, A. D. 1858. 


A. F. SALISBURY, 
Chairman of the Committee. 


D. H. Netson, sworn.—TI reside in Omaha city ; aged 29 years. I was 
present at the Douglas House on Thursday, January 7th, 1858, between the 
hours of one and two o’clock, p.m.; Mr. Strickland and other members of 
the House of Representatives, and other persons, were present at the same 
time ; Mr. Decker came in and stated to Mr. Strickland that he was going 
to take his seat in the Chair; Mr. Strickland said, “ We do not want it this 
afternoon—let them talk against time ; to-morrow we can get the Chair ;” 
Mr. Decker said, in substance, “I am going to have it this afternoon, or die 
trying; Mr. Strickland made some remark to dissuade him from the at- 
tempt; and when Mr. Decker insisted, said, “ There are twenty-three with 


_ you,” either Strickland or Decker remarked, “ Let us go up stairs and talk 


the matter over;” I then made up my min), from what had been said, that 
there would be a fuss, and went up to the Capitol. When I got there Mr. 
Clayes was speaking ; about ten minutes before Mr. Decker came I got within 
the bar; I present during the time of the melee; I have ik the tes- 
timony of Dr. Thrall, and find it correct according to my observation ; I was 
prompted by curiosity merely in going to the House ; did not intend to in- 
terfere, and did not doso; saw Dr. Rankin, marshal of the Territory, en- 
deavoring to assist the Chairman in preserving order ; did not notice any 
attempt on the part of the persons in the lobby to interfere; they seemed 
desirous merely, as I and others were, to get nearer to the scene, to gratify 
their curiosity ; I saw the whole of the performance, excepting the throwing 
down of Mr. Decker; and fully corroborate the statements of Dr. Thrall 


DANIEL H. NELSON. 


The witness having carefully read over the above subscribed and sworn to 
before me, this [3th day of January, a. D. 1858. 


A. F. SALISBURY, 
ai Chairman of Committee. 
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Srerrett M. Curran, sworn.—Reside in Washington county; aged 25 
years; am chief clerk of the House of Representatives; was present in the 
House on Thursday morning, January 7th; when the House met I read the 
journal of the preceding day; Mr. Holloway moved to expunge from the 
journal a resolution offered by Mr. Armstrong, expressing the opinions of 
the minority relating to the passage of certain joint resolutions relative to 
delegate to Congress; pending this motion, Mr. Strickland moved to go into 
committee of the whole on the special order of the day, which was a joint 
resolution relative to public printer, which was agreed to by a majority of 
the House ; the House accordingly, went into committee of the whole, Mr. 
Strickland in the Chair. After some time, Mr. Strickland called Mr. Morton, 
of Otoe, to the Chair; some objection being raised as to the ability of the 
chairman to call any other member to preside, Mr. Strickland nominated Mr. 
Morton as chairman, and he was elected by the committee, Mr. Strickland 
putting the motion, standing on the floor, as I think, whilst Mr. Morton 
was in the chair, and Mr. Poppleton addressing the committee ; Mr. Decker 
demanded the chair, on the ground that there was no quorum present, and 
moved that the committee now rise; the chairman refused to entertain the 
motion, on the ground that whilst one member was occupying the floor no 
motion could be made by another member; I was absent from the House 
until about two o’clock, P. m., the committee still remaining in session; when 
I returned to the House, Dr. Thrall, of Douglas, was in the chair and Mr. 
Clayes, of Douglas, had the floor; about half-past two or three o’clock the ab- 
sent members commenced coming in and taking their seats; I was at that time 
sitting in my seat and conversing with Mr. Strickland, when a message 
from the Council was announced ; [ remarked to Mr. Strickland, “ Now is 
your time, if ever, to raise the committee, provided they will receive the 
message, which I do not think they will do.” Mr. Strickland answered, in 
substance, that they would try it; I still retained my seat, and Mr. Decker 
advanced to the speaker’s stand, when the question was asked if the council 
was insession. The clerk of the House replied that it was not, and Mr. 
Poppleton objected to the reception of the message. Mr. Decker, replied, 
“I will receive the message, or die, right here;’’ there was then a rush for 
the speaker’s stand: I rose from my seat and saw Mr. Murphy struggling 
with the speaker, for the gavil; I spoke to Mr. Murphy, and toldhim not to 
strike; I then went to the speaker’s stand and attempted to assist in restor- 
ing order; Messrs. Murphy, Paddock and Hanscom had hold of Mr. Decker; 
they were all struggling, and Mr. Decker feel upon the floor; after regaining 
his feet, he declared that the committee was dissolved and the house ad- 
journed until the next morning; Mr. Clayes still retained the floor, and Mr. 
Thrall the chair; after order had been restored, the committee sat for some 
time; they rose, and the speaker being absent, Mr. Morton was elected 
speaker, pro tem; the Committee, through their Chairman, then reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again;the report was received, and the 
House then adjourned until the next morning. 

On Friday morning, the House met as usual, and Mr. Decker took the 
chair; after prayer by the Chaplain, Mr. Donelan moved that the House 
adjourn, to meet at Florence, on Saturday morning, which was declared by 
the Speaker carried. The House still continued in session, and elected 
Mr. Poppleton Speaker, pro tem; they then adjourned, there not being a 
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quorum present; the House has met as usual every morning since, and > 
adjourned for want of a quorum. 

Int.—State whether you were called into a room at the Capitol at any 
time during the sitting of the Committee? If so, state what occurred. 

Ans.—I met Mr. Welsh in the hall of the Capitol, and he told me that 
there was a caucus in the unoccupied room sèt apart for the Governor’s 
room, and that I had better go in and see what was going on.. There was 
a majority of the members of the House present, when I entered the room, 
in consultation about getting the Chair by some peaceable and legal 
method; my opinion was asked by some of those present, and I told them 
that the only method of getting possession of the Chair, in my opinion, 
was for some member friendly to them to get the floor, and move for the 
Committee to rise, and that they had the votes to carry the motion; I 
stated to them that one means was by getting a message from the Council, 
but that as the Council was not in session, if there were any objections 
raised, it could not be received. 

Int—Did you see any arms? 
_ Ans.—I did not see anything of the kind during the disturbance. 


S. M. CURRAN. 


The witness, after having carefully read over the above, subscribed and 
swore to the same, before me, this 13th day of January, 1858. 


A. F. SALISBURY, 
Chairman of the Committee. 


Wma. LARIMER JR., Sworn.—Reside in Omaha City—aged 48 years. 
I was in the hall of the House of Representatives on Tuesday, January 
Tth, during the time of the disturbance, which occurred there on that day, 
I was present when the House resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the joint resolution relative to public printer. Mr. Strickland was in 
the Chair, by the call of the Speaker. Mr. Strickland, desiring to speak 
upon the question before the committee, called Mr. Armstrong to the 
Chair. Mr. Armstrong declining, Mr. Stewart was called to the Chair. 
He also declining, Mr. Strickland then called upon Mr. Morton, and he 
proceeding to take the Seat, Mr. Poppleton raised the question as to the 
legality of any member acting as Chairman, unless elected by the 
Committee. Mr. Strickland then put the question to the Committee, and 
Mr. Morton was elected Chairman. Mr Poppleton, who had been speaking, 
continued his remarks, which were of a humorous character, Mr. Strickland 
occasionally whispering in a friendly manner, interrupted him. After 
Mr. Poppleton had been speaking some time, many of the members left 
the Hall, Mr. Decker then rose, and interrupting Mr. Poppleton, said, 
that as there was not a quorum present, the Committee must rise. The 
Chairman" decided Mr. Decker out of order, and told Mr. Poppleton to 
proceed with his remarks. 


About 1 o’clock, P. M., Mr: Morton left the Chair, and Dr. Thrall was 
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nominated and elected Chairman. Mr, Poppleton then yielded the floor 
to Mr. Clayes, of Douglass. Mr. Clayes continued speaking until between 
three and half pastthree; he was then interrupted by the Sergeant-at-arms 
announcing a message from the Council. Mr. Decker advanced towards 
the Chair for the purpose of receiving the message, when Mr. Poppleton 
inquired whether the Council was in session? The clerk of the Council 
replied that it was not. Mr. Poppleton then referred to the rules that no 
message could be received from one House by the other, unless both 
Houses were in session at the time. The Chairman ruled that the 
message could not be received, and ordered Mr. Clayes to proceed. Mr. 
Clayes then resumed his remarks, and Mr. Decker went up to the Speaker’s 
desk, seizing the gavil in his hand and brandishing it around, he declared 
he would receive the message or die in the attempt. Whilst Mr. Decker 
was thus acting in an excited and threatening manner, Mr. Murphy caught 
hold of Mr. Decker’s right arm; Mr. Paddock then also took hold of Mr. 
Decker, and he and Murphy pulled Decker back on to the floor. Mr. 
Hanscom, who was sitting within the bar, at the left of the Speaker, 
crossed over the room towards the place where the members were struggling. 
There then being a great deal of confusion and rushing towards the 
Speaker’s desk by the members, I, being some distance back in the Hall, 
could not distinguish what was going on in front. I noticed Dr. Campbell, 


.a member from Otoe, rushing up in a threatening manner. I did not see 


any persons from the lobby interfere, Dr. Thrall retained the Chair, and 
endeavored to maintain order. Whilst Mr. Decker was contending for 
the Chair, before he was caught by Mr. Murphy, he declared the House 
adjourned ; he still persisted, however, in his endeavor to put Dr. Thrall 
out of the Chair. Shortly after I saw Mr. Decker pulled back from the 
desk, Mr. Crawford jumped upon a desk, and in an excited manner called 
for Judge Black and Judge Kinney to speak. In response to the call, 
Judge Kinney got upon a desk and commenced to speak. The Chairman 
decided that no one but a member of the House could be heard, and 
ordered Judge Kinney to desist, which he accordingly did. Mr. Strickland 
then called upon the persons in the House to go out and hear Judge 
Kinney. Mr. Strickland and Judge Kinney then went out, but there 
appeared to be no disposition on the part of those in the Hall to follow 
them. In the meantime Mr. Decker was walking up and down the Hall 
with his cap on. Order being partially restored, Mr. Clayes resumed his 
remarks. Myr. Clayes yielding the floor to Mr. Morton, that gentleman 
requested all persons not members of the House to withdraw. The persons 
within the bar who were not members, and all those in the lobby immedi- 
ately withdrew. Mr. Morton then moved that the Committee rise, which 
was carried. The Speaker being absent, Mr. Morton, of Otoe, was elected 
Speaker pro tem. The report of the Committee was received, after which 
the House adjourned until the next morning. I saw no weapons drawn 
or used during the whole time. 

I was present in the Hall when the House met on Friday morning. 
There appeared to be a perfectly friendly feeling among the members; 
I observed them talking together over what had occurred on the day 
previous. From their manner I supposed the whole matter had been 
amicably arranged, and that the legitimate business of legislation would 
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oon. The Speaker, Mr. Decker, took the Chair. After prayer by the 
Chaplain, I was surprised to hear a motion made to adjourn to Florence. 
The Speaker put the motion and declared it carried, and the House 
adjourned to meet at Florence on the next morning.’ Mr. Morton, of Otoe, 
then moved that Mr. Poppleton, of Douglas, be elected Speaker pro tem, 
the Speaker having left the Chair, which motion was carried. A call of 
the House was then demanded, and a majority being absent, the House 
adjourned until the next morning. - WM. LARIMER, Jr. 


The witness having carefully read over the above testimony, subscribed 
and swore to the same, before me, this 13th day of January, A. D. 1858. 


J. W. PADDOCK, 


Clerk of District Court. 
1 


Cuas. W.” Cox, Being duly sworn, testifies as follows: My name is 
Charles W. Cox; am twenty-five years old; reside in Omaha City; am 
employed at the Douglas House. 

I was in the saloon at the Douglas House on the day the difficulty 
occurred in the Legislature; Mr. Nelson, Mr. Smith, Mr. Strickland, Mr. 
Decker, Speaker of the House, and a number of others, among them several 
members of the House, were present. Mr. Decker, when he came in, said 
to the members present, “Let us go up to the House;” one of them, who 
I do not now remember, spoke and said, “we have made different arrange- 
ments ;”’ then Mr. Decker said, “let us go up and try and do some business;”’ 
some remarks followed, when Mr. Decker said, “let us go up and I will 
take the Chair or die ;” Mr. Strickland remarked that they did not want 
the Chair until the following morning, Mr. D. said they would go up any 
how, for he had a right to talk, and wanted to talk. After that they 
adjourned, Decker and his friends, to a private room in the Douglas House, 
to consult and make further arrangements in reference to the matter. 


CHAS. W. COX, JR. 


The witness having carefully read the above, subscribed and swore to 
the same before me this 13th day of January, A. D. 1858. 


J. W. PADDOCK, 
Clerk of 1st District Court. 


B. D. HOLBROOK, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

My name is B. D. Holbrook; age, twenty-three; residence, in Onana, 
Towa; am a United States Surveyor. _ 

I was present in the House of Representatives on the 7th of Jan 
when the disturbance occurred. I went to the House about 11 o’clock; the 
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House was in Committee of the whole, Mr. Morton being in the ċhair, and 
Mr. Poppleton occupying the floor; after I had been there some time, Mr. 
Decker came in, interrupted Mr. Poppleton, and declared the committee ad- 
journed, there not being a quorum present. Some discussion ensued, when 
Mr. Decker made a motion that the committee rise, Mr. Poppleton still keep- 
ing the floor. The chairman decided the motion out of order, and refused 
to put it. After Mr. Poppleton had been speaking some time longer, a 
message from the Executive was announced, whereupon Mr. Morton yielded 
the chair to’ Mr. Decker, Speaker, who took the chair and received the 
message, after which Mr. Morton resumed the chair, and Mr. Poppleton pro- 
eeeded with his remarks. When I left the Hall to go to dinner, Mr. Morton 
was still in the chair and Mr. Poppleton speaking. I returned to the Hall 
half past two o’clock. Dr. Thrall was then in the chair, and Mr. Clayes 
had the floor, the House being still in Committee of the whole. Nothing of 
consequence occurred until a message was announced from the Council. I 
was sitting at that time atthe right of the Speaker’s chair; Mr. Decker 
stood some six feet from me, in front of the Speaker’s chair. Immediately 
upon the message being announced; Mr. Decker started for the Speaker’s 
chair. Mr, Poppleton arose and asked ifthe Council was in session. Several 
persons replied that it was not, whereupon Mr. Poppleton objected to the 
message being received and picked up Jefferson’s Manual to read the rule 
upon the point. Mr. Decker, without waiting to hear him, pressed forward 
upon the platform, snatched the gavil from the chairman’s hand, gave 
several raps with it upon the desk, declaired that he was Speaker of the 
House that he was there to receive that message, and that ‘‘he-would do so 
or die right here;” Strickland remarking there are others here to back you. 
Mr. Decker then turned to Dr. Thrall and ordered him to leave the chair, 
and immediately afterward turned round and declared the House abjourned. 
He then took hold of the Speaker’s chair and tried to raise it, so as to throw 
Thrall out, at the same time raising the gavil in a threatening manner as if 
about to strike. Mr. Murphy then came up behind Decker and took hold of 
the gavil to wrench it from him. Decker held on to the gavil and was 
pulled offof the stand on the floor. While Decker and Murphy was struggl- 
ing for possession of the gavil, there was a great deal of confusion in the 
House. When I next noticed them, Mr. Paddock and Mr. Hanscom were 
engaged in the melee, but in such a way that I could not clearly see what 
they were doing. As soon as possible thereafter I got out of the Hall, ap- 
prehending from the excitement that existed there would be a serious 
affray. When I got near the door, in making my way out of the Hall, I 
turned round and saw Dr. Campbell of Otoe county, gesticulating in a violent 
manner and seeming to want to fight some one. I then passed out of the 
Hall and saw nothing more of the matter. 

I saw no weapons drawn or attempted to be used during the time I was 


in the Hall and know of none being there. 
B. D. HOLBROOK. 


The witness having carefully read the subscribed and swore to the same 
before me this 13th day of January, A. D. 1858. 
J. W. PADDOCK, 
Clerk of Ist District Court. 
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Joun Ricxty, Sworn.—My name is John Rickly; my age is 42. T reside 
at Columbus, in Platte county, Nebraska; am engaged in milling. I was 
present at the session of the House of Representatives on Thursday, the 
Tth day of January; when I first went there the House was in committee of 
the whole; Mr. Morton was in the Chair and Mr. Poppleton had the floor; 
there was no disturbance, and the first signs I saw, was Mr. Strickland and other 
members persuading the members to leave the hall, so that there might not 
be a quorum present, he—Strickland—at the same time counting, remarked, | 
“By God! we will have them.” I-soon after left, Strickland and others 
being engaged, when I came away, in taking members down stairs; I do not 
know where they went. 

There seemed to be a good feeling on the partof the minority of the 
members, and also among the lobby; I saw no disposition to make difficulty. 

I was in the saloon of the Douglas house on the afternoon of the day the 
the difficulty in the Legislature occurred; Messrs. Strickland, Gates, and, I 
think, Holloway—and some other members—were present; the conversation 
related to matters in the Legislature—who had the chair—how many mem- 
bers were present, &c. Mr Decker, Speaker of the House, then came in, 
who remarked that there were only a few members present, and the House 
was virtually adjourned; “By God! let us go up and have some fun, we have 
as good right as any body.” Some time during the conversation that took 
place, Mr, Decker rema¥ked, “I will have that chair, or die, '—alluding to 
the Chair of the House. 

The only difference of opinion among those present as to taking the Chair, 
was, whether it should be taken that afternoon or the following morning ; 
Mr. Strickland expressed a desire to have some fun that afternoon, and Mr. 
Decker remarked that they could go up to the Capitol and have their fun 
_ there, and have their whisky brought to them, and repeated the remark, in 

an emphatic manner, that he would have the Chair, or die. Mr. Strickland 
patted him upon the shoulder, and said, “You are the. fellow for us; twenty- 
three of us will follow you.” While discussing the propriety of taking the 
Chair that afternoon, they adjourned to a room up stairs in the Douglas house, 
saying they would see what could be done. 

I understood them to mean, when talking about taking the Chair, to take 
it by force; I judged so from their language and acts; I was satisfied that a 
row was intended by them, and, therefore, I did not go up to the House, be- 
cause I did not desire to have anything to do with it. 

JOHN RICKLY. 


The witness, after carefully rdfiding the above, subscribed and swore to 
the same before me, this 18th day of January, a. D., 1858. 
- J. W. PADDOCK, 
Clerk of 1st District Court. 


WILLIAM F. WILDER, Sworn.—lI reside in Omaha city; am 24 years - 
old; was at the Douglas house between the hours of one and two o’clock, 
on Thursday, January 7th. Messrs. Decker, Strickland, Gates, and other 
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members of the Legislature, besides several citizens of Omaha, were there. 
Mr. Decker asked Mr. Strickland who had the Chair; Mr. Strickland 
replied that Dr. Thrall had it; Mr. Decker asked Strickland how he came 
to give up the Chair; Mr. Strickland’s reply was, “‘ Who the devil thought 
they would take advantage of it? Mr. Decker then said, “Come, let us 
go up and do some work; I am going to talk; I have as good a right to 
talk as any body else on that floor, and I'll have that Chair, or die.” 
Strickland then said, “We don’t want the Chair until to-morrow morning 
at nine o'clock; lets us go up stairs and have a caucus.” Mr. Decker 


` then said, “No, lets go up to the House, and I’ll have that chair, or die.” 


This was the second time he made this remark. Strickland then said, 
«Now you talk to suit me,” and patting him on the shoulder, said, “Go 
ahead; there’s twenty-three of us to follow you.’ Strickland then said, 
“Come, let us go up stairs—all of us ;” whereupon they all went out. 

W. F. WILDER. 


The witness, having carefully read the above, subscribed and swore to 
the same before me, this 13th day of January, A. D. 1858. 
E J. W. PADDOCK, 
Clerk of 1st District Court. 


JAMES SMITH, JR., Sworn.—I reside in Omaha city; am 25 years old. 
I was at the Douglas house between the hours of one and two o'clock, on 
Thursday, January 7th, 1858; Messrs. Strickland, Decker, and other 


. members of the House of Representatives, were there at that time; Mr, 


Strickland asked Mr. Decker who had the Chair; Mr. Decker replied that 
Dr. Thrall had it; Mr. Decker then made the remark, that he would have 
the Chair, or die. JAMES SMITH, JR. 


The witness, having carefully read the above, subscribed and swore to 
the same, before me, this 13th day of January, A. D. 1858. 


J. W. PADDOCK, 
Clerk of 1st District Court. 


—— p 


Rosert A. HOWARD, Sworn.—I reside in Dakota city; am 22 years of 
age; am assistant clerk of the House of Representatives of the Legislature 
of Nebraska; was present inthe House on Thursday, Jan. 7th; after prayer by 
the Chaplain, the House went into committee of the whole on a joint 
resolution relative to public printer; having but few duties to perform, I 
passed in and out of the Hall during the day, not remaining within the 
House so as to give a connected statement of the proceedings; I saw, at 
different times, Messrs. Strickland, Morton, and Thrall in the Chair, 
although I cannot state the manner of their election. About three o’clock, 
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or a little after, as-I was passing through the main hall of the building, I 
heard a noise in the direction of the hall of the House; seeing persons 
crowding towards the main entrance, I ran towards the side door; this 
door, having been locked, Mr. Abbe, a member from Otoe, and myself, 
were kept out fora few seconds; after knocking several times, however, 
we were admitted ; there being considerable confusion in the hall, I imme- 
diately went to my post at the clerk’s desk; Dr. Thrall was in the Chair ; 
he was endeavoring to restore order by calling out, and pounding upon 
the desk with a large book, instead of the gavil; on the right hand of the 
Speaker, I saw Mr. Decker struggling with several gentlemen; I do not 
think there was any person, excepting members and Mr. Hanscom, who 
had hold of him; I saw him thrown upon the floor, under a desk; no one 
struck him, I think, either while he was down, or while he was struggling ; 
he was suffered to rise and go away from the Speaker’s desk ; Mr. Clayes, 
who was entitled to the floor, retained it throughout the whole time, con- 
tinueing his remarks at different periods ; when Mr. Decker walked away, 
Mr. Crawford, of Dacota, jumped upon a desk and called for Judge Kinney, 
of Nebraska city, to give his opinion of the matter; there were persons in 
different parts of the House, who commenced to call for Judge Kinney, 
and he—Kinney—climbed upon a desk, Mr. Strickland standing by him, 
and endeavored to speak; the Chairman rapped upon the desk, called for 
order, and told Judge Kinney that no one but a member of the House 
could speak before the committee; he requested Judge Kinney to desist, 
which he then did; Mr. Decker, previously to this, had declared the 
House adjourned ; there was no motion made—none, at all events, put— 
to that effect; Mr. Holloway, Dr. Campbell and others, were walking about 
the House with their caps and hats on, apparently endeavoring to create con- 
fusion and disorder; Mr. Clayes, however, still continued hisremarks; when 
order became in a great measure restored, Mr. Clayes yielded the floor to’ 
Mr. Morton, who requested those persons who were not members, to with- 
draw ; in obedience to this request the House was given up to the members, 
the entire lobby withdrawing quietly, and without a murmur; the 
Committee then rose, and Mr. Morton having been elected Speaker pro 
tem., reported progress and asked leave to sit again; the House then 
adjourned until Friday morning; on Friday morning the House met 
pursuant to adjournment; Mr. Decker took the Chair, as usual; there 
was perfect order in the House—as much so as any time during the 
session ; members mingled freely together, without, apparently, any bitter 
feelings as regarded the transactions of the previous day; there was no 
disposition on the part of any persons in the lobby to be any other than 
spectators ; after prayer by the Chaplain, Mr. Donelan rose in his place 
and moved that the House adjourn, to meet at Florence the next day; the 
motion was put by the Speaker, and declared carried; he then left the 
Chair; the members who remained immediately organized by selecting Mr. 
Poppleton, of Douglass, Speaker pro tem. They have met and adjourned 
from day to day, not attempting to transact any- business, on account of 
there not being a quorum present. 

. The witness, having carefully read over the above testimony, subscribed 
and swore to the same before me, this 15th day of January, A. D., 1858. 


J. W. PADDOCK, 
Clerk of 1st District Court. 
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J. McF. Hacoon, of lawful age being duly sworn, deposes and says as 
follows:—lI reside in Cass county, Nebraska. I was present in the Coun- 
cil Chamber on the morning of the 8th of January, 1858. That Honor- 
able Body proceeded in a quiet and orderly manner to the transaction of 
their usual business, disposing of the regular orders and passing several 
bills. About ten or eleven o'clock on that morning the Hon. Mr. Reeves, 
of Otoe, arose in his place and made a motion orally “that the Council do 
now adjourn to meet at Florence, at 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.” The 
Chair decided the motion out of order, from which decision an appeal was 
taken by the gentleman from Otoe, and the Council refused to sustain the 
Chair. The President persisted in his refusal to put the question, upon 
which “the gentleman from Otoe” who took the appeal, proceeded to put 
the question, and declared the same “carried,” I heard no reason given 
why the motion should prevail. I saw no spirit of violence or unfriendli- 
ness manifested by any of the members of that Body, and farther he saith 
not. J. Mock. HAGOOD. 


The witness after carefully reading over the foregoing testimony, sub- 
scribed and swore to the same before me, this 14th day of January, A. D 
1858. A. F. SALISBURY, 


Ch’n of Committee. 


°? 


JOEL T. GRIFFIN, of lawful age, being duly sworn deposes and says :—I 
am a resident of Douglas county, Nebraska, about two and a half miles 
from Omaha. I have been frequently present in the Council Chamber of 
the Territory during the session of the Legislative Assembly the present 
winter, and was present on the 7th and 8th days of January inst. No dis- 
turbance of any kind took place among the members of the Council, but 
all the members of that Body seemed scrupulous and even fastidious in 
their observance of the courtesies and amenities of social and official inter- 
course. I have read the deposition of the Hon. Chas. McDonald and con- 
cur in what he has deposed in regard to the proceedings of the Council on 
the morning of the 8th, and farther he saith not. 


JOEL T. GRIFFIN. 
The witness after carefully reading the above testimony, subscribed and 
swore to the same before me, this 14th day of January, A. D., 1858. 
: A. F. SALISBURY, 
Ch’n of Committee. 


CHARLES McDona tp, of lawful age being duly sworn, deposes and says: 
I am a resident of Richardson County, Nebraska, and represent the Coun- 
ties of Richardson and Pawnee in the Council. I heard of the disturb- 
ance which took place in the House of Representatives on Thursday, the 
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7th day of January, 1858, but was not present at the time. The Council 
adjourned between twelve and one o’clock on that day, and did not con- 
vene again until the morning of the 8th. The Council were notin session 
at the-time the disturbance took place. I have been present in the Coun- 
cil during its sessions almost constantly since the Legislature assembled. 
The intercourse between the members, both in their official and private ca- 
pacities, has been of the most friendly character during the session. I was 
present on the morning of the 8th. The Council assembled as usual; the 
regular order of business was gone through with and some bills were pass- 
ed. I introduced one bill by leave of the Council, on that morning, which 
went through all its several readings and was passed under a suspension of 
the rules before the motion to adjourn. About eleven or twelve o'clock © 
on that day, the Hon. Miles S. Reeves, of Otoe, arose in his place, and 
“moved that the Council do now adjourn to meet at Florence to-morrow 
morning at 10 o'clock.” The motion was made orally, and no explanations 
or reasons were given for so extraordinay a motion. It was immediately 
seconded by some member, I think by the Hon. Mr. Allen, of Burt, Wash- ` 
ington and Sarpy. The President declared the motion out of order and 
refused to put the same, whereupon an appeal was taken by the Hon. 
mover, and the Council refused to sustain the Chair. The President still 
refusing to entertain the motion, the, Hon. Mr. Reeves arose ip his place, 
and put the motion himself, which was declared “carried” by that Hon. 
gentleman. All this was done without debate or explanation by those 
Hon. gentlemen who sustained the motion. No message or official com- 
munication relating to an adjournment had been received from the House 
of Representatives. Upon the motion being declared “carried,” a majority 
of the Hon. Counsellors withdrew from the Chamber, the President still 
retaining the seat and called the Council to order, and farther he saith 
not. ; CHARLES McDONALD. 


' The witness after carefully reading the foregoing testimony, subscribed 
and swore to the same before me, this 15th day of January, A. D. 1858. 


A. F. SALISBURY. 
7 l : Ch’n. of Committee. 


TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA, 
S. S. 
Douglas County, 


GEO. A. GRAVES, of said county, says he is and has been engrossing and 
enrolling Clerk ofthe Council atits present session; that he has been present 
in the Council Chamber most of the time when the said Council had been 
in session: that during its present session he has observed nothing but the 
most perfect order on the part of both the members and the lobby, and up 
to the moment the majority of the members of that body adjourned to Flor- 
ence, no disturbance had occurred in the said Council Chamber, nor were 
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the members in any manner, in the least, by any person or persons, inter- 

ferred with, in the performance of their Legislative duties, and farther he 

saith not. GEORGE A. GRAVES. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 16th day of January, A. D. 


J. SEELY, Notary Public. 


>- 1858. 


TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA, 
D 1 C t 8. S. 
ouglas County, 


Jackson BARRETT, of said County, being duly sworn, says that he was 
present in the House of Representatives, and within the bar of the House 
on the 7th day of January, 1858, at the time the disturbance occurred, 
when the Speaker attempted to take the Chair from the Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole, that there were no person or persons came within 
the bar from the lobby, or that occasion to interfere with the members of 
the House, or for any other purpose, until the difficulty was finally conclu- 
ded, and that there were no weapons drawn, either within or without the 
bar of the House by any person, and further saith not. 


JACKSON BARRETT. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 16th day of January, A. D. 
1858. J.SEELY, Notary Public. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


BETWEEN 


GOVERNOR CUMING AND THE MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 


LEGISLATURE AT FLORENCE. 


After a majority of the members of both Houses had agreed to adjourn 
to Florence, an application was made to Acting-Governor, T. B. Cuming for 
the journals and papers belonging to the respective Houses, as follows: 

Be it Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives of the Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska, That a Joint Committee. to be composed of gne me- 
ber of the Council and two members of the House of Representatives, 
be appointed to wait upon his Excellency, the Governor, and inform him 
that the journals, bills and papers belonging to the Legislature, have been 
placed by persons, without its sanction, beyond the control of their respec- 
tive bodies, and that amongst them are several bills of great importance to 
the welfare of the Territory, now nearly perfected, among.which is an act 
providing the Criminal Code, a Homestead Bill, a Revenue Bill, a Fee Bill, 
and various other Bills, which may become laws if legitimate legislation be 
not farther interrupted by the illegal acts of irresponsible persons who are 
in possession of such bills, journals and other papers, and that, therefore, 
he be respectfully requested to issue an order, and to enforce the same for 
the immediate delivery of such papers to said committee for the Legislature. 


J. H. DECKER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


LEAVITT L. BOWEN, 
President of the Council. 
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To which the Governor replied: 


EXEcutive Orrics, N. T., 
: Omaha, Jan. 9, 1858. 


Messrs. Reeves, Hail and Taggart: 


GENTLEMEN:—I have received from you a communication purport- 
ing to be a Resolution of the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Territory of Nebraska.” 

The General Assembly of the Territory is now in session, according 
to law, at Omaha City, the Seat of Government, where the Executive Of- 
fice is required to be kept, and where the public documents and records 
must be preserved. The communication furnished by you is not from that 
body, but was sent from the town of Florence, to which place a portion of 
the members of each House have adjourned. l 

My conviction under the law and facts are clear—that no act of such re- 
cusant members can be legal. Under such circumstances any communica- 
tion from them asa Legislative Body, will not require the official atten- 
tion from this Department. E 


Respectfully, T. B. CUMING, 


Acting Governor of Nebraska. 


a 


On the 11th day of January, 1858, Messrs. Bowen, Campbell and Done- 
lan were appointed a committee to wait upon Governor Richardson, who 
had arrived at Omaha, and present the following communication: 


“Be it Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Territory of Nebraska, that: 


«Whereas, it is understood that his Excellency, the Governor of the 
Territory, the Hon, William A. Richardson, has arrived at Omaha City 
then be it 


Resolved, That a joint committee, consisting of one member of the Coun- 
cil and two of the House be appointed to wait upon his Excellency, and 
inform him that the Council and House of Representatives of the: Territo- 
ry of Nebraska are now in session at Florence, having been forced to ad- 
journ to that, the nearest place of safety, by the disorganizing and turbu- 
lent acts of a minority of their own body, aided by the violence of an un- 
restrained mob at Omaha, causing a well-grounded apprehension as to the 
personal safety of the majority, and requesting his Excellency to commu- 
nicate with the Legislature at this place, at his earliest eonvenience.”’ 


Governor Richardson replied as follows: 
GENTLEMEN :—I received from you on yesterday the following Resolu- 
tion: 


“Be it Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Territory of Nebraska, that 
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Whereas, It is understood that his Excellency, the Governor of the Ter- 
wu the Hon. Wm. A. Richardson, has arrived at Omaha City, then 

e it 

‘Resolved, That a Joint Committee, consisting of one member of the 
Council and two of the House, be appointed to wait upon his Excellency 

. and inform him that the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Territory of Nebraska are now in session at Florence, having been forced 
to adjourn to that, the nearest place of safety by the disorganizing and 
turbulent acts of a minority of their own body, aided by the violence of 
an unrestrained mob at Omaha, causing a well-grounded apprehension as 
to the personal safety of the majority, and requesting his Excellency to 
communicate with the Legislature at this place at his earliest convenience.” 

I deem it my duty, under existing circumstances, as an act of courtesy 
from me to you as members of the Legislative Assembly of Nebraska, to 

_state frankly, that looking at the question as a mere legal one, I cannot re- 
cognize that portion of the members of the Legislature now assembled at. 

Florence, as the Council and House of Representatives of this Territory. 

By reference to the organic act, Sec. 13, it will be seen that the power to 
locate and establish the seat of Government, is conferred upon the “‘Gover- 
norand Legislative Assembly.” Under that authority Omaha City, Doug- 
las county, was determined upon as said seat of Government by an act of 
the Territorial Legislature, approved Jan. 30,1855. Omaha City must, 
then, continu to be the only legal place of holding the sessions of the 
Legislature, unless some other placeis fixed upon by the joint action of the 
“Governor and Legislative Assembly.” . 

I have been unable to find any enactment upon the statute books of the 
Territory making such change, and in its absence the Legislature can 
‘only transact its business legally at Omaha City, Douglas county. But, 
should it be insisted that this change is but temporary, and not designed as 
a removal of the seat of Government, even then, if I have becn properly 
informed, the proceeding is not authorized by law. I understaud the fol- 
lowing to be the facts: 

The House of Representatives, without reference to the action of the 
Council, or the approval of the Governor, upon a mere motion, adjourned 
to meet at the same place. If, now, I should recognize the meeting at 
Florence as the Legislative Assembly of the Territory, what is the doe- 
trine which I endorse? Is it not that either branch of the Legislature, 
without the concurrent action of the other, has power to adjourn to meet- 
at any place it may select, a doctrine the establishment of which might, at 
some future day, present the strange spectacle of a ‘Council at one place, 
the House at another, and the Executive at still another. 

I cannot endorse a doctrine from the operation of which such consequen- 
ces might result. i : 

. Without inquiring into, or expressing an opinion upon transactions said 
to have taken place prior to my arrival in the Territory, I deem it sufficient 
for me to say that at the Capitol is the place of your right and your duty as 
legislators, and having entered upon the discharge of the functions of the 
Executive office, I am prepared to guarantee that no act of violence by any 
man or set of men, will be perpetrated upon the rights or persons ef mem- 
bers of the *kygislature, while in the discharge of their duties as such. The 
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fullest and most ample protection is warranted to freedom in discussion and 
independence in action. 

The public necessity requires that the Legislature should proceed to bu- 
siness and perform itsappropriate duties. It would be exceedingly grati- 
fying, therefore, to me, if you would return to the Capitol, accept the pro- 
tection which itis my duty and pleasureto tender to the Representatives of 
the people, and, by just and needful legislation, relieve the citizens of the 
Territory from the apprehension of being left for another year without suf- 
ficient laws for that absolute protection which is guaranteed by the Consti- 
tution of the United States. . 

I scarcely need add, gentlemen, that no one regrets as sincerely as I do, 
the necessity which compels me, upon the first assumption of the duties of 
my office, to differ with a majority ot the members of the Legislative As- 
sembly; nothing but a conviction so.clear as to leave no doubt upon my 
mind, would induce me to take upon myself so great a responsibility; but 
when the line of duty is so plainly marked, I should be faithless to th 
trust confided to me if I should for a moment falter or hesitate. ' 


I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 


your obedient servant, 


W. A. RICHARDSON. 


On mọtion, 
Three thousand copies were ordered to be printed. 
A call of the House was demanded. 
Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Cromwell, Jones, Murphy, Morton, Minick, 
Poppleton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglass, Thrall and Van- 
Horn were present. 


No quorum being present, the House, on motion, adjourned until to 
morrow morning at 9 o'clock, A. M, 


S. M. CURRAN, Chief Clerk. 


FRIDAY, Jan. 15th, 1858. 


MORNING SESSION. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Journal was read and approved. 


A call of the House was demanded. l w 
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Messrs. Armstrong, Clayes, Cromwell, Jones, Murphy, Morton, Minick, 
Poppleton, Paddock, Steinberger, Stewart of Douglas, Thrall and Van 
Horn were present. ; 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
The Sergeant-at-arms was directed to call in the absentees. 
On motion, : 
The House‘adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock, A. M. 


S. M. CURRAN, Chig£(lerk. 


SATURDAY, January 16th, 1858: 


MORNING SESSION. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Journal was read and approved. 


On motion,’ i 
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock P. M. ` 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


House met pursuant to adjournment, 
Mr. Morton offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That our cordial thanks are due to the Hon. A. J. Poppleton, 
for the able, impartial and dignified manner in which he has discharged 
the duties of Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Nebraska. 


Also, the following, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That our thanks are due to Sterrit M. Curran, Chief Clerk, 
R. A. Howard, Assistant Clerk, Isaac Fisher, Doorkeeper, Wm. Stewart, 
Sergeant-at-Arms, and Clarence J. Clark, Page, for the faithful and 
prompt manner in which they discharged the duties of their respective 
offices, 7 


= em a a -a 


& a wa me ee 


SEa 


e ma -O ny P e a x 


176 Saturday, January 16th, 1858. 


Mr. Morton moved that a committee of three be appointed to wait upon 
the Governor, and inform him that the House was about to adjourn 
sine die. 

Carried. l , 

‘Messrs, Morton, Cromwell and Steinberger, were appointed said com- 
mittee, 

The committee through the Chairman, Mr. Morton, reported that 
they had waited upon the Governor, and that he, after mature deliberation, 
said that he had nothing further to communicate. 

On motion, 

The report was received. 

On motion of Mr. Morton, 

A like committee was appointed to wait upon the Council and inform 
that body that the House were ready to adjourn sine die. 

The committee reported that they had informed the Council as in- 
structed. -> 

On motion, 
The report was received. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 


Messrs. Rogers, Salisbury, Puett and McDonald, informed the House 
that the Council would adjourn sine die, with the concurrence of the 
House, at one-half past 5 o’clock P. M. 

Mr. Morton offered the following Joint Resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives of the Territo- 
ry of Nebraska, that the legal term of our session, forty days, having ex- 
pired, we do now adjourn. i 


On motion, 
The resolution was transmitted to the Council. 
On motion of Mr. Morton, 


The House now adjourned. 
- A. J. POPPLETON, 


Br Speaker of the House. 
S. M. Curran, 


Chief Clerk of the House. 
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On adopting resolutions admitting W. A. Collins and Jackson 


Barrett as Reporters, 59 
On laying motion on the table to rescind the resolution admit- 
ting G. M. Mills, 60 


On referring Joint Resolution relative to Delegate to Congress 


to a special committee, - 64 
On adjournment, 65, 67, 68, 73, 76, 77, 85, 86, 110 
On the Main Question, 72, 
On adoption of Resolution relative to Delegate, ~ 66 


On amending the Journal, 


74 
On adopting the Resolntion declaring the seat of P. C. Sullivan 
vacant, and entitling Alonzo Perkins to a seat, 


On taking Recess, 85 
On passage of C. B. No. 12. 102 
On adopting Joint Resolution relative to Kansas Affairs, 107 
To table Report of committee on H. F. No. 74, 108 
On adoption of Report of committee on H F No. 73, 109 
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On amendment to © B No. 11, 122 
On passage of C. B. No. 11, 123 
On rejecting H F No. 112, 126 
On reading H F No. 112 second time, 126 
On passage of H F No. 74, — 131 
On passage of H F No. 7, 132 


To lay motion to reconsider the vote on the Resolution relative 

to Delegate to Congress on the table, 134 
To instruct the Clerk to transmit the Resolution to the Council, 134 
To reject H. F. No. 122, i 138 
On motion to expunge from Journal everything connected with 

the protest of the minority on the Delegate Resolutions, 141 
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BILLS ORIGINATING IN THE HOUSE— 


No. 1 To incorporate the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of Nebraska, . 


“ 2 ‘amend the charter ofthe city of Fontenelle, 35 

“3 ‘amend an act to incorporate Simpson University, 35 

« 4 ‘incorporate the town of Brooklyn, 35 

“ 5 “ authorize the arbitration of causes pending in the Dis- 
trict Courts, 

“ 6 “repeal an act locating the county seat of Richardson 
county, 36 

“7% “ authorize Wm. B. Hail to keep a Ferry, 38 


“ 8 Adopting a part of the code of the 1st Sessions’ Laws, 38 
_“ 9 Locating a Territorial Road from Rock Port to Elk 
Horn city, 39 
“« 10 To define the boundaries and locate the seat of Justice 
of Platte county, 39 
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No. 12 To repeal certain acts therein named, ' 40 
“ 13 “ relating to Mechanics’ Liens, . 40 
« 14 “ incorporate the town of Monroe, in Monroe county, 41 
« 15 “ amend Sec. No. 3, of chapter No. 31 of the Code ~ 

passed and approved Feb. 13th, 1857, 41 
“ 16 “ establish a Territorial Road from Tekama to Fonte- 
nelle, 41 
& 17 Memorial for a daily mail from Iowa city to Omaha, 41 
“318 To establish a Territorial Road from the Military 
Bridge to Monroe, via Fontenelle, 42 
‘19 “ incorporate the town of Tessong, 42 
« 20 “ prevent the improper and criminal use of deadly 
weapons, 44 
“ 21 “ regulate the exemption laws of Nebraska, 45 
« 22 “ incorporate the Omaha city Gas Company, 46 
“ 23 “ more clearly define the powers and duties of Nota- 
ries Public, 47 
« 94 Joint Resolution relative to the establishment of a 
new Surveying District, and the office of Survey- 
or General for Nebraska Territory, 47 
“ 25 To provide for the erection of a Court House and Jail 
in Otoe county, 47 
‘ 26 * abolish the use of Private Seals, 47 
“ 27 “ create a new precinct in the southern portion of 
Washington county, | AT 
“ 28 prohibit the issue and circulation of unauthorized 
paper currency, 47 
« 29 “ authorize limited partnerships, 48 
« 30 “ lay out a Territorial Road from Nebraska city to 
Falls city in Richardson county, 50 


« 31 “ incorporate the Tepeota Town and Ferry Company, 50 
“ 32 “ establish the eastern boundary of Dodge county, 50 } 
« 33 An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the 

Platte Valley Bank; also, to charter the Bank of 

Florence, &c., 50 


« 34 To incorporate the Cleveland Land Company, 51 d 
' « 35 “ authorize Amos J. Williamson to keep a Ferry at 
Otoe city, - 55 , 
« 36 “ the relief of Samuel W. Black, 55 a] 
u 37 “ authorize L. Genard and T. P. Parker to keep a 
Toll Bridge or Ferry, 55 
« 38 “ assign the Justices of the Supreme Courts to their 
respective Judicial Districts, 56 
« 39 “ incorporate the town of Granada, 58 
« 40 “ incorporate the town of Breckenridge, 58 
“41 - “ amend Sec. No. 11, of Chap. No. 5, entitled Attor- 
. neys and Councellors, l 58 
“© 42 Relative to new counties and County Lines, 58 


‘“ 43 To amend Sec. No. 3, of Chap. No. 8, of the code passed 
Feb. 13th 1857, 59 
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BILLS ORIGINATING IN THE HOUSE—Oontinued. 
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cit 
« 46 “ amend n regulating the disposal of lands pur- 
chased in trust for town sites, 67 
‘© 47 For the stay of Executions, 67 
« 48 To establish a tri-weekly mail from Omaha to Dakota 
city, 74. 
« 49 “ provide for changing the name of Pawnee county, 74 
« 50 “ change the name of William Birtwhistle, 75 
« 1 “fix the rate of toll for grinding and for other purposes 75 
« 52 “locate the seat of Justice of Calhoun county, 80 
. “ 53 “incorporate Dakota city, 80 
« 54 “amend an act to incorporate the city of Tekama, . 80 
« 55 “incorporate the town of North Rock Bluffs, 80 
« 56 “ establish and keep a Ferry at Rock Bluffs, 86 
«o 57 Relative to minors, 87 
‘ 58 To authorize J. T. and A.C. Edwards to keep a Ferry, 87 
c 59 “locate the seat of justice of Butler county, 87 
“ 60 “ change the name of Achilles Rogers, 87 
« 61 “incorporate the Ionia Town and Ferry Company, 89 
« 62 “incorporate the Oak Dale Town Company, 90 
« 63 “ provide for the location of County Seats, 90 
« 64 “incorporate the Elipse Town and Ferry Company, 90 
« 65 “ provide fora Territorial Road from Bellevue to Fort 
Kearney, 
~ 66 “ amend an act for locating, opening, and repairing county 
Roads, 
«& 67 “ incorporate the Nebraska Settlement Company, 90 
« 68 “ change the name of Pawnee city, 96 
m- ¢ 69 “ incorporate the DeWitt Collegiate Institute, . 96 
= «u 70 “ charter the Falls City College, 96 
« 79 “ authorize Thomas H. Marshall and Wallar Benedict fo 
keep a ferry at Mt. Vernon, 96 
« 72 “ organise the county of Bernard, 96 
« 73 “ authorize private persons to sue out writs of quo war- 
rants and Mandamus, 96 
“© 74 “ incorporate the town of Mendota, 96 
« 75 “ incorporate the Falls City Manufacturing Company, 97 
« 76 “ incorporate Otoe City, in Otoe county, 100 
« 77 “ incorporate Eclipse City, 103 
78 “ authorize John Cramer and J. M. Taggart to erect a 
mill-dam, 103 
79 “ Joint Resolution praying for a daily mail 103 
80 “ provide for the collection of the revenue, 103 
81 ‘ incorporate the St. John’s Land Stock and Ferry au 
any, 3 
82 “ nan the town of Loupsburgh, 103 
83 “ grant a ferry charter to John L. Campbell and Wm. R. 
Blore, 


: 104 
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BILLS ORIGINATING IN THE HOUSE—Continwed. - 
84 “ legalize the assessmtent-list and tax duplicate of Dakota 


No. 


6c 
a 


85 
86 
87 
88 
89 


- 90 


County, 111 
“ incorporate the town of White Sulphur Springs, | 111 
‘ establish a road from Eonia to the Elk Horn, 111 
“ Jegalize the acts of William Pilgrim, 111 


s; incorporate the Frankfort Town and Ferry Company, 111 
“ repeal an act to restrain sheep and swine from running 


at large in Otoe county, 111 
“ locate a-Territorial Road from Aspinwall to the Kansas 

line, 111 
“ Jocate a Territorial Road from Aspinwall to Beatrice, 112 
“ establish a Ferry at Wyoming, 112 
“ incorporate the Wyoming Mill and Manufacturing Co. 112 
“ incorporate Pawnee City, 112 
“ To authorize the levy of a special tax in Douglas county 112 
“ amend an act establishing the office of Registrar of 

Deeds, 112 
“ Supplementary to the Practice Act, ` 112 
“ incorporate the town of Central Bluffs, 113 
locate the county seat of Gage county, at Beatrice, 113 
‘¢ incorporate the Literary Association of Elk Horn, 113 


« establish a Ferry at Cedar Island, on Platte River, 113 


“ incorporate Salt City in Lancaster county, 113 
« incorporate the town of Fairview, 113 
““ establish a Ferry across the Loup Fork: River, at Colum- 
bus, 113 
“ incorporate the Dodge county Lyceum and Literary 
Association, - 113 
“ amend an act to incorporate the Fontenelle Bridge and 
Ferry Company, 124 
“« locate the seat of Justice of Cuming county, 125 
“ encourage the building of mills and machinery exempt 
from taxes, . 125 
To incorporate the town of Larimer, in Sarpy County, 125 
‘ establish the county of Ferguson, 125 
“ incorporate the Nebraska Medical Society, 125 
“ prevent the improper issue of the Omaha and Chicago 
Bank, . 126 
amend an act to restrain sheep and swine from running at 
large, 126 


“ provide for the appointment of Commissioners to revise 
the statutes of the Territory and prepare a code of 


practice, 126 
‘ To restrain sheep and swine from running at large in 

Pawnee and Richardson, 138 
“ legalize the acts of certain commissioners, 138 
“ create the county of Strickland, 138 
* authorize certain payments to Thos. B. Cuming, 143 


:  Jegalize the assessment list and tax duplicate of Dakota 


County, 145 


Tier 


oa a. a 
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BILLS ORIGINATING IN THE HOUSE—Continued. 
« 125 “ legalize the assessment list of Washington County, 145 


« 126 “ incorporate the Nebraska Historical Society, 145 
“127 “ incorporate the Sarpy Agricultural Society, 146 
« 128 “ incorporate the Omaha Savings Institution, 146 
« 129 “ establish a Territorial Road from Otoe City to Fort 
Kearney, 148 
« 130 “ relocate the seat of Government, 149 
BENEDICT A. J.— 
Appeared 6 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by, 50, 87, 103, 113 
Motions by, 10 
Petitions by, - 66 
BECK, WM. B.— 
Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by, o 41, 80 


- CALLS OF THE HOUSE— 


When made, 5, 37, 38, 43, 65, 66, 67, 68, 71, 75, 76, 77, 80, 85, 100 
102, 108, 122, 126, 131, 152, 153 


CROMWELL, A. F —Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, l 13 

Bills introduced by, 26, 30, 50, 67, 74 
Motions by, 67 
CHAMBERS, S. A.—Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 

Bills introduced by, 55, 96 
Motions by, 67, 77 
Petitions by, 79 
CAMBPBELL, J. C.—Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 

_ Bills introduced by, 26, 50, 55, 87, 111 
Motions by, 27, 55, 59, 66, 67, 68, 84, 106, 117, 121, 125 
Resolutions by, ' 85 
CLAYES, GEORGE—A ppeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 

Bills introduced by, 40, 47 
Motions by, i p 140 
COOPER, P. G.—Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 

Bills introduced by, i 30, 41, 67, 95, 125 
Motions by, 75, 88, 121, 122, 130, 133, 141 
Petitions, 110 


a 


7 


CRAWORD, W. G.—Appeared, 


Was qualified, 
Bills fiteduc’ by, 


Motions by, 
Resolutions by, 
Petitions by, 


CURRAN, S. M.— 


Appointed art Clerk pro tem, 


Elected 


DECKER, J. H.—Appeared, 
Was qualified, 
Elected Speaker, 
Motions by, 
' Petitions by, 
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6 
13 


26, 30, 40, 41, 42, 50, 58, 74, 80, 88, 89, 95. 


96, 104, 111, 125, 138, 145 
23, 07, 10, 98, 138, 140 
| 2 


. 39 


6 
13 

11 

s 5, 65, 122, 139, 140 
95 


DONELAN, E. A.—Appeared 6 
Was qualified, - 13 
Bills introduced by, 41, 80, 87, 94, 103 
Motions by, 24, 25, 27, 68, 151 
Resolutions by, i 
Petitions by, 
DAVIDSON, J Trai asi 6 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills rodana by, 26, 74, 90 
Motions by, 
DALY, JOHN, — - 
Appointed Sargeant-at-Arms, 7 
“  Engrossing and Enrolling Clerk, 50 
- F. 
FISHER, ISAAC— 
Appointed Door- -keeper, 8 
Elected 13 
GATES, AMOS—Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 
GOVERNOR.— 
Messages from 14, 61, 82, 150 
GEORGE, HUDSON— 
Appointed Assistant Clerk, 7 
HAIL, WM. B—Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by, 24, 38, 87 
Motions by, 36, 44, 45, 126 


Petitions by, 
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HOLLOWAY, C. T.—Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by, 25, 125 
Motions by, 13, 27, 29, 20, 49, 56, 64, 65, 72, 74, 86, 94, 192, 127 
Resolutions by, 29, 42, 144 
HOWARD, R. A.— 
Elected Assistant Clerk, 12 
HOWARD, JOHN— 
Appointed Engrossing and Enrolling Clerk, ~ 37 
J. 
JONES, E. C.—Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by, 26, 48, 50, 87, 89, 124 
Motions by, 70, 117 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS,— 
Relative to Public Lands, 45 
si Kansas affairs, 94 
i election of Public Printer, 99 
4 the conveyance of Real Estate, purchased in trust 
for town sites, o 104 
" Bridging the Platte River, _ 105 
“ grant of Land to actual settlers, 124 
u the annexation of South Platte Nebraska to Kansas, 146 
K. 
KING, WINGATE—Appeared, 6 
: Was qualified, : 18 
Bills introduced by, 26, 35, 67, 75, 89, 97, 124, 138 
Motions by, - 
Petitions by, 95 
M. 
MESSAGES FROM THE COUNCIL, — 
Intorming the House of its organization, T 


“a Joint Com. to confer for the purpose of 
reporting a criminal code for the Territory, 
‘Informing the House an the appointment ot a Joint Com. on 
passage of C B No 46 
On passage of C B No ti 54 
C B No’s 3, 4, 9, 14 and 2, and a Joint Resolut’n, 59 
Returning C BNo9 and Joint "Resolution relative to Delegate, 63 
On passage of OC B No’s 24, 19, and H F No 2, 76 


C B No’s 12, 11, 20, 40, 42, and H F No 26; 79 
i 6 C B No’s 6, 17, 18, 29, 30 and 39, 98 
ue se C B No’s 54, 10, 49, 31, 48and H F No 17, 100 
e f C B No’s 28 ‘and 73, 101. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE COUNCIL—Continued. 


On passage of Memorial and Joint Resolution relative to new 


Land District, 108 

“ return of Joint Resolution relative to Public Printer, 108 

z passage of C B No’s61, 27, 16, 13 and H F No 24, 109 
n C B No’s 85,37, “45, 47, 56, 57, 58, 59, 70, 76, 43, 
44, 50, 28, 68 and H F No’s 192, 50, 55, 60. 

and 48, 118 
á ti C B No's 33, 26,.41, 36, 52, 65, 89, 9l and H F 

i No’s 16 ‘and 34, T28 

B Pe C B No’s 62, 68, 83 and H F No 14, 131 


n j C B No’s 7, 39, 64, 67, 69, 77, 78, 79, 55, 96 and 

H F No’s 54 and 18, 137 

s k C B No 82, 141 
Éj á CB No’s 60, 71, 80, 87, 94, 99, 102, 103, 5, Aa 

and 42 and H F No 25, 

ne H F No 74 and C B No’ s 66 and 90, 149 
Informing the House of a Joint Committee to investigate the 
causes and consequences of the recent disturbance in the 


: Legislature, 15i 
By a Committee to inform the House that the Council were 
ready to adjourn sine die, 176 
MINICK, J. S. — Appeared, 6 
was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by 41, 67, 89, 110, 111, 112 
Motions by 43, 56, 84, 98, 116, 117 
Resolutions by o 30, 66 
MORTON, STERLING J.— Appeared, . 6 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by 24, 39, 40, 47, 50, 67, 104, 113, 124 
Motions by 28 28, 38, 59, 65, 69, 74, 78, 86, 126, 132, 138, 142 
143, 145, 149 
Resolutions by 23, 24, 50, 30, 37, 43, 59 
" Petitions by 79 
MARQUETTE, T. M. — Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 
p Bills introduced by -50, 74, 86, 88, 110, 113 
Motions by ` 117, 122 
Petition by l ' l 
MURPHY, M-— Appeared, 6 
Was qualified, 13 
* Bills introduced by 47, 67, 80 
Motions by 53 


Resolutions by 30 


wr i a e R e ae 
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MATHIAS, MR. — 
Elected Sergeant-at-Arms, i 12. 
OATHS — 
Administered by the Secretary, 18 
s Speaker, , 
POPPLETON, A. J.— Appeared, _ . 5 
_ Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by 24, 30, 35, 46, 75, 112 


Motions by 18, 28, 29, 39, 45, 65, 68, 72, 73, 76, 78, 84, 86, 88, 95 
100, 127, 189, 142, 145 


Resolutions by 21, 28, 53 
Petitions by 95, 100 
Elected Speaker pro-tem, 151 
PADDOCK, J. W. — Appeared, 5 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by 26, 38, 89 
Motions by 60, 64, 68, 74, 93, 107, Tio. 148, 182 
Resolutions by 
PERKINS, A.— Appeared, l 5 
Was qualified, ` 78 
Bills introduced by 80, 145 
Motions by 117 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE “ON AGRICULTURE— y 
By Mr. Chambers, reporting back H F No 20 . 6l 
‘© Morton, “ HF No 20 
‘Chambers, “ “ HE No 49 and C B No 20 114 
‘6 “ e “ CBNol7 128 
REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS, 9 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CORPORATIONS— 
By Mr. Holloway, reporting back H F Nos 9 and 2 51 


H F Nos 389, 14, 3, 7, 4, 19; 
192, 40, 44 and C B 
8 


0 85 
e e « “ HF Nos 54, 55, 34, 37 and 
: C B No 8 and 42 91 
e “ “ “ H F Nos 62, 71, 53, 82, 68, 
< 71, 78, 77, 83 and C B 
No 42 115 
c 6 ee “« HF No381 and CB No 2 130 
“ 66 s “H F Nos 82 and 31 139 
REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON COUNTY SEATS AND 
BOUNDERIES~— 
By Mr. Taggart, reporting back H F Nos 6, 63 and 42 115 


/ 


Z 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE ON ENGROSSED AND ENROLLED 
ILL 


By Mr. Paddock, reporting back H F No 13 64 
7 H F Nos 9, 88 and 50 83 
ce (14 “ 6s HF No 60 91 
et €¢ te st H F No 44 97 
ee s “ «“-- H F Nos7 and 39 97 
ec “ “ « HF No 40 and 3 103 
ce c “ “ HF Nos 17, 24, 74, 20 and Joint 
Resolution, 119 
“ te ec “ HF Nos 193, 50, 55and 60 125 
tc és c és H F No 75 184 
c e “ “ HF Nos 16, 34 and 14, 135 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL RELATIONS— 
By Mr. Donelan, reporting back, H F No 17, 58 
“« HFEF No 48, 81 
e s e “ Joint Resolution, 106 
REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS — 
By Mr. Clayes, reporting back, H F No 75, 114 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY — 
By Mr. Crawford, reporting back, H F Nos 8 and 5, 52 
‘£ H F No 18, 56 
“ s “ “ HF Nos 26, 15 and 27, 56 
s s e “« HF Nos 38, 9 and 16, 69 
« h “ “« HF Nos 41, and 7, 81 
ct tt ee e H F No 25, S 87 
s s ee “ CBNol9, 104 
“ “ “ “The Executive Message, 129 
s On subject of Commissioners, and H F Nos 84, 73, 87 
and C B No 73, 129 


REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE— 
By Mr. Morton, reporting relative tothe causes and consequences 
of the recent difficulties in the Legislature, . 153 


RETORTS FROM THE COM. ON PRIVILAGES AND ELECTIONS— 
By Mr. Campbell, reporting back, certificate of Joseph Van Horn, a 

“ on petition of Mr. Perkins, 
á “ -“  “ certificate of Mr. Rogers, 79 


REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PRINTING— 
- By Mr. Marquette, reporting on petition relative to Public Print- 


ing, 128 
e É “© back, Resolution relative Publie Prin- 

. ter, 146 
«Davidson, s “ Public Printer, 146 
“ Amstrong, “ e e 146 


rT; Morton, «6 ce (Z3 147 


188 INDEX. 
REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON ROADS AND BRIDGES— 
51 


By Mr. Stewart, reporting back, H F Nos 9 and 16, 
= i e « HF Nos 80, 45and CB No 1, 81 
e Jones, “ €e COBNol, 82 
s Stewart, “ ©“ CB No 24, 87 


n es e “ HF Ne 66, 65 and petition of 
Chas. Philpot, 114 
ji ý ‘£ “ HF Nos 86,90, 91,C B No 8, 
35, 68 and 48, 129 
REPORTS FROM THE SELECTECOMMITTEES— 
By Mr. Armstrong, reporting back, H F No 80, 128 
« Strickland, a “« HE No 23, 1382 
“ Thrall, me “ HF Nolll, 139 
REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE— 
On the Governors Message, 36 
“Contested seat case from Washington county, 54 
By Mr. Armstrong, reporting back, H F No 13, 64 
á ii < « Resolution relative to contested 
seat, 
ae Strickland, s « CBNo 12, 89 
“ Stewart of Douglas,“ « CBNoli, 99 
« Armstrong, “ “« CB No 12, ‘100 
«Abbe, sf « HF No 74, 105 
On memorial relative to the Public Lands, 127 
“ HE No 57, 142 
“ Joint Resolution relative to Public Printer, 108 
RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED INTO THE HOUSE— 
Informing the Council of the organization of the House, 13 
To authorize the printing of the Governors Message, 21 
Relative to drawing for seais, 22 
. “ postage and Mail Matter, 23 
To elect a Page, 23 
To instruct the door keeper to act as Page, 23 
i si “« Sergeant-at-arms, 24 
Relative to the daily convening of the House, 24 


Requesting the Speaker to refer the papers in his hands relative 
to the contested seats of Messrs. Cooper and-Sullivan, to 


Committee on Priviles and Elections, 27 
Requiring each member to act as Page for himself, 28 
Relative to the daily convening of the House, 29 
To furnish each member with 20 copies of some News Paper or 

News Papers, printed in the Territory, 29 
To instruct the Committee on Judiciary to report, 30 
To instruct the Committee on Privileges and Elections to report, 30 
To admit John Y. Clopper as Reporter, 30 
No admit George M. Mills as Reporter, 35 


= 
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To refer the Governor’s Message, 36 
Empowering the Chief Clerk to employ engrossing dak 37 
To admit all persons asking seats as reporters, 41 
To admit Mr. See as Reporter, 42, 


Instructing the Committee on the J udiciary to report a Bill ex- 
empting from taxation all improvements on Real Hst:ie 


throughout the territory, 42 
To permit persons reporting for newspapers outside of the Terri- 

tory to iurnish themselves seats outside the bar, 43 
To anthorize the Chief Clerk to appoint an additional clerk, 44 
To admit T. H. Robertson and G. W. Hepburn as Reporters, 44 
To appoint a Com. to examine into various Ferry charters, 45 
Admitting ex-members within the bar, 46 
To commit the report of the Com. relative to the claim of Alonzo 

Perkins to a seat, to the Com. of the Whole, 48 
To take from the table the report of the Com. on Privileges and 

Elections, and refer to Com. of the Whole, 48 
To refer all bills to the Com. on the J udiciary relating to New 

Election Precincts, locating Roads, &c., 52 


To refer to the Com. of the Whole the Petition of Mr. Perkins, 
the contest of Messrs. Sullivan and Cooper, and all the 


papers, poll books, &c', 54 
To admit W. A. Collins as Reporter, 55 
To amend the rules of the House, 57 
To admit Wm. Snowden as Reporter, 59 
To prohibit smoking in the House and Lobby, 66 

For a substitute to the Joint Resolution a to Delegate to 
Congress, 72 

Declaring the seat of P. C. Sullivan vacant and entitling Alonzo 
Perkins to a seat, 76 

To instruct the Com. on Roads and Bridges to report a bill 
amendatory of the Road Laws, 95 

y  Toauthorize the Chief Clerk to employ an additional Engrossing 
and Enrolling Clerk, - 144 

Instructing the Com. on County Seats and Boundaries to report 
on H F No 10, 144 

To allow pay and mileage to J. Van Horn, A. Perkins and T. M. 
Rogers, 144 


Relative to the course of the majority in passing the Delegate 
~ Resolutions, 
To appoint a Com. to confer with the Governor relative to thë 


mail matter belonging to the House, 152 
Tendering thanks to the Hon. A. J. Poppleton, Speaker of the 
House, 175 


Tendering thanks to S. M. Curran, Chief Clerk, R. A, Howard, 
Assistant Clerk, Isaac Fisher, Door-keeper, Wm. Stewart,  - 
: Sergeant-at-Arms, and Clarence J. Clark, Page of the House. 175 


ROBB, D. B.—Appeared, 6 
When qualified, 13 
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ROBB, D. B.—Continued. 
Bills introduced by, 
Motions by, 
Petition by, 


ROGERS, T. M.—Appeared, 
When qualified, 


Bills introduced by, 
Motions by, 


SHELDON, L—Appeared, 
When qualified, 
Bills introduced by, 
Motions by, 
Resolutions by, 


STRICKLAND, S. A.—Appeared, 
Elected Speaker pro-tem, 


Was qualified, 

Bills introduced by, 

Motions by, 

Resolutions by, 
SPEAKER— 


Appeals from decision of, 
STEINBERGER, J. A.—Appeared, 


Was qualified, 

Bills introduced by, 
Motions by, 
Resolutions by, 
Petitions by, 


STEWART, J. S——Appeared, 
Was qualified, 
Bills introduced by, 
Motions by, 
Resolutions by, 
STEWART, J. A.—Appeared, 
Was qualified, 


Bills introduced by, 
Motions by, 


SULLIVAN, P. C.—Appeared, 
Was qualified, 
Bills introduced by, 
Motions by, 
Resolutions by, 
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67, 112, 124, 138 
123 


6 
79 
89, 95, 96, 112, 124, 125 


13 
24, 35, 89, 50, 58, 74, 102, 188, 146 


5, 85, 38, 71, 75, 76, 83, 94, 102, 106, 107, 109 


131, 132, 134 
22, 46, 105 


10, 23, 64, 66, 72, 77, 141, 159 


6 

13. 

24, 26, 39, 45, 50, 51, 89, 103, -113 
27, 48, 60, 64, 75, 77, 84, 85, 39, 133 


2 


89 


6 
18 
30, 47, 80, 90, 96 
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STEWART, WILLIAM— 


Hiected Sergeant-at-Arms pro-tem, 151 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTIONS— 
Report of, l 31 
T. 
TAGGART, J. M.—Appeared, l 6 
Was qualified, i 13 
Bills introduced by, 24, 26, 35, 37, 41, 42, 50, 55, 95, 96, 103 ` 
110, 113, 124, 125 
Motions by, f 28, 95, 97, 117 
Resolutions by, 95 
THRALL, W. R.—Appeared, : ~ 6 
Was qualified, 13 
Bills introduced by, 27, 67, 89, 112, 118, 125, 145, 146 
Motions by, 28, 43, 44, 77, 117, 126, 141 
Resolutions by, 57, 144, 152 
TERRITORIAL TREASURER— 
Report of, 33 
V. 
VAN HORN, J.—Appeared, 24 


Was qualified, ~ 27 


